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CHAP. XVI. 


« We muſt not ſtint our neceſſary ations i in the 
fear to cope malicious cenſures.“ 
SHAKESPEARE. 


Ms. Glanvile and Mr. Elliſon ſoon took 
their leave. Mr. Caldwall remained at my 

defire; as there were many papers to 

arrange, and much buſineſs to tranſact, I 

could not well have done without his 

aſhſtance. My dear Emma too exerted 

herſelf not a little. Being frequently alone 

with Mr, Caldwall, and not having her 

mind engroſſed by one ſubje& as mine 
was, ſhe had an opportunity of ſtudying 

his character more minutely than, I be- 

lieve, he imagined. 

VOL. 11. B «© Your 
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* Your friend has been very lucky, 
Mrs. Glanvile,” faid he to her one day : 
„% what a charming fortune ſhe will have; 
and then the entire guardianſhip of four 
fine young women; but if they knew the 
widow as well as you and I do,“ looking 


ſignificantly, ©* ſhe would bear the belle 


from them all.“ Whom do you mean, 
fir?” ſaid Mrs. Glanvile. Why, the 
young men of the age, who are on the 
look-out, to be ſure.” Luckily for her, 
the ſubject of the converſation entered at 


that moment, which prevented a reply; 


and the man had not penetration enough 


to diſcern the contemptuous glance ſne 


threw away upon him. 
This was an unpropitious day for the 


attorney. Soon after Emma retired; and 


I entered upon the ſubject of the Miſs 
Wentworths fortune; the firſt time it had 
ever been ſtarted. After mentioning to 
him the mode in which I choſe to have 
the money remitted, he appeared to be 
_ calculating ſomething on a ſheet of paper 
before him. Let me ſee now,” ſaid he, 
. after their board is Pang? what will they 
have 
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have to ſpend? Two and two is four, 
and three makes ſeven.” * Sir! board! 
did you ſay, fir? Mr. Wentworth's daugh- 
ters pay board! To whom, pray? Surely, 
when I have educated them ſo far, I ſhould 
not place them under any other perſon's 
care now.” * I did not imagine you 
would, madam; but they will pay you 
ſo much a-year for living in your houle, 
won't they, eh?” * Was it not their 
father's, fir? Could you ſuppoſe I ever 
harboured ſuch an intention ? Out of their . 
own incomes I intend they ſhall defray the 
charges of their education, wearing appa- 
rel, and pocket money, with a view that 
they may ſtudy frugality and economy; 
but this houſe, n table, carriage, and 
ſervants, ſhall always be as much theirs 
as if their father were living; to act other= - 
' wiſe would be to prove myſelf unworthy 
of his generous bequeſts, and the ſacred 
truſt repoſed in me.” “Very true, ma'am, | 
as you ſay; *tis very true: but how ſhould | 
I divine that theſe were your ſentiments; 
| you never communicated them to me 
| | before?“ No, fir; nor was it abſolutely 
il B 2 neceſſary 
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neceſſary . now.” He bit his lip, and 
ſeemed not a little mortified at being 
reminded, that he had no ane over 
me or my girls. 

When I related this converſation to 
Mrs. Glanvile, ſhe told me of their ſhort 
dialogue ; we were both happy that ſhe 
had not communicated it earlier, as, per- 


{, haps, the recollection of the words uttered 


by bim might have made me expreſs 
myſelf with more aſperity; and it was 
certainly better to avoid giving offence, if 
poſſible. After this ſpecimen of the man, 
you will believe he ſoon received his diſ- 
miſſion from me. 
Mr. Wentworth had but a fight ac- 
quaintance with this worthy limb of the 
law, whoſe partner, a much older man, 
had been his father's attorney, and, in the 
routine of buſineſs, became his. He was 
employed by Mr. Elliſon and others of his 
friends: he was punctual in all money 
tranſactions, and extremely attentive to | 
the intereſts of his clients, which was all 
that was neceilary in his connexion witlf 


him, 1 ſuppoſe, when he named Mr. 
| Calawall 
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Caldwall as one of the eventual guardians 
to his daughters, he thought there was 
but a remote probability of his being 
called upon to exert the power of one; 
and Mr. Elliſon the other, being a younger 
man, was at. lealt as likely to be his co- 
adjutor. Of His attachment to the family, 
and diſintereſted probity, he was well 
aſſured. I could not make Mr. and Mrs. 
Glanvile reaſon in this way; nothing leſs 
than my poſitively declaring, that I con- 
ſidered any reflection caſt upon the actions 
of my huſband as an imputation upon my 
own character, would have hindered them 
from loudly exclaiming againſt his having 
put it into this man's head, that he might 
poſſible one day become the (ole guardian 


of my daughters; for Mr. Elliſon appeared 
haſtening to his grave. 


„ Mu $2: 6 
After a minute inveſtigation of all pecu- _ 
niary matters, I found my own income, 
including Mrs. Belton's legacy, and what 
little property I had acquired before mar- 
riage, amounted to 10001, a year, beſides 
my annuity of 2001. originally ſettled on 

B 3 | me 


| 


6 THE STEP-MOTHER : 


me by her for life. Added to this, Mr. 
Wentwortli's ſhare of the prizes, and mo- 
ney lying at the banker's, was likely to 
realize i0,000l. which both Mr. Glanvile 
and Mr, Elliſon adviſed me to lay out in 
purchaſing an eſtate, which, in the event 
of a peace, might either be fold to advan- 
tage, or leaſed out profitably, from the 
number of people likely to be returaing to 


this country, laden with ſpoils, (ſome of 


them, it is true, but very unfairly got,) 
who might with for a pleaſant- retreat to 
ſpend them in; and at this time lands were 
a mere drug. This buſineſs I left entircly 


to them; and in a ſhort time it was ac- 


compliſhed much to my ſatisfaction, 


From Mr. Wentworth's long abſence, - 
I had found it neceſſary to make myſelf 


acquainted with the management of my 
family out of doors, as well as thoſe” 
within ; and was happy to find my atten- 
tion rewarded by the improved appearance 
of every thing around me. My crops of 
hay were better; and in ſhort, at the cloſe 
of every year, I found myſelf richer, as 
well as my grounds beautified. While 

buoyed 
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buoyed up with the hope of receiving my 
beloved Wentworth m his native fields, I 
had every incitement to cultivating them: 
but when this ſpring of action was cruſhed, 
every beautiful (ſhrub which I had tended, 
and every flower of my own planting, 
which I had carefully watered, — 
awaken recollections, that enervated my 
mind, and unfitted me for the taſk I had 
voluntarily impoſed upon myſelf that of 
introducing into life four lovely intereſt - 
ing young women, who looked up to me: 
as their only ſupport. : 
Till fix months of my widowhood were 
expired, I did not communicate my inten- 
tions even to Mrs. Glanvile ; they were 
theſe: Clarmont was ſo generallyadmired, 
I was pretty confident of getting an unex- 
ceptionable tenant for it, whenever I de- 
clared that I wiſhed for one. When Mr. 
Wentworth was in the Weſt Indies, he 
had diſpoſed of his houſe in this way, 
when it was not near ſo commadious, nor 
the grounds in ſuch good order: his doing 
fo. was a precedent for me, The eſtate 
"= lately 
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lately purchaſed had a large family man- 
fion on it, much out of repair; indeed the 
place wanted a family to take poſſeſſion, 
and to reſide on it for ſome time, in order 
to give it a habitable appearance. The 
park too and environs were in ſad order. 
I had the vanity to think, that a little mo- 
ney, expended under my own eye, would 
enhance its value; while under the di- 
rection of another, I was certain much 
might be laviſhed to very little purpoſe. 

I had ſtill another motive for wiſhing to 
change the ſcene. From the firſt of our 
marriage, I entreated Mr. Wentworth not 
to enter into the round of unmeaning viſits, 
which generally fill up the principal part 
of a country life. As I meant to adhere 
to the ſame rules for the Miſs Wentworths 
that had been ſo ably ſketched by Lady 
Glanvile for her daughters, I knew the 
impracticability of doing ſo, without ſet- 
ung out with a fixed reſolution to have 
our time at our own command. We had 
ſet dinners, to which all our neighbours in 

rotation were invited; and we viſited them 
in 
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in the ſame manner: morning loungers, 
however, were a ſpecies of people who 
found no amuſement within our walls: the 
grounds were open to them for therr walks, 
or rides, if they preferred them to their 
own; and if Mr. Wentworth met any in 
his rambles, he invited them in, to take 
ſome refreſhment, or to partake of a fa- 
mily dinner ; but till the hour appointed 
for that meal, none of the female part of 
the family were viſible- After Mr. Went- 
worth went abroad, you may believe I 
liyed {till more retired, Now that my 
two eldergirls were of an age to mix with 
the world, I wiſhed them to enter more 
into ſociety; and had their father lived 
to return, it was his intention, on their 
account, to have changed his mode of 
living, and to ſpend ſome part of the 
winter in the metropolis, _ 

In my peculiar circumſtances, to have 
adopted ſuch a plan on the ſpot where we 
had been ſo recluſe, would have ſubjected 
me to the moſt terrible cenſures. None 
would have had the liberality to impute 

8 5 my 
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my conduct to the cauſe from whence it 
ſprung. My own fondneſs for company 
would be generally credited, and my hy- 
pocriſy in concealing my real diſpoſition, 
as long as it was my intereſt to do ſo, as 
univerſally inveighed againſt, The poor 
girls too would be pitied in the ſtrongeſt 
language, for their father's folly in leaving 

them ſo much in the power of a mother- 
in-law, by ſelfiſh beings, who cared not 
what became of them. 

"Thoſe who have lived in a narrow cir- 
cle will eafily conceive that this would 
be the probable conſequence of my re- 
maining at Clarmont, unleſs I facrificed 
my own ideas of propricty, in order to 
preſerve 'the good opanion of my neigh- 
bours From having formerly dared to 
think for ourſelves, and Mr. Wentworth's. 
ſingular will, I was become an object of 
more importance in their eyes, than from 
my moderate ſtation 1 ſhould otherwiſe 
have been. Mrs. Glanvile, as uſual, 
came to me whenever I needed her aſſiſt- 


ance, beſides bringing along with her her 
hutband's 
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huſband's advice; Lady Glanvile, who 


always intereſted herſelf about me, allo 
gave her opinion: in this inſtance] found 


they were unanimous in approving of 


my reſolution. By my change of habit- 


ation, I would alſo be many miles nearer 


theſe invaluable friends; which, though 
they were ſtill too diſtant to be neigh- 
bours, might facilitate the communication 
between the two families, which, on every 
account, was deſirable. 

I took advantage of my friend's being 
at Clarmont to preſide over my girls, to 


go acroſs the country to Mr. Elliſon's, 


who attended me to make a ſurvey of 
the repairs abſolutely neceſſary to be 
done to the old houſe, previous to our 
removal. I found it in much better 
condition than I expected, and ſoon ſet 
a number of people to work. Several 
families around came to welcome me ta 
their neighbourhood. I was a novelty, 
and ſtood in need of nothing but civility ; 
therefore their offers of ſervice were pro- 
fuſe. I was not a little pleaſed to ob- 
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ſerve, that there were many young people 
in the vicinity; for I wiſhed ro make 
my houſe ſufficiently cheerful, to ſuper- 
ſede the neceſſity of going much to Lon- 
don, or any public place, in fearch of 
amulements. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


could not ftay behind you ; N 
„% My deſire, more ſharp than filed feel, 


«« Did ſpur me forth,” 
. SHAKESPEARE, 


N oT to fatigue you with unintereſting 
details, imagine me fettled at Merton- 
Place, , Clarmont properly diſpoſed of, 
and myſelf entering my ſecond year of 
widowhood. At home all was peace and 
harmony, and the ſociety from without 
pleaſanter than could be expected, where 
ſelection was not permitted. Mrs. Elliſon 
had frequently ſolicited a viſit from Char 
lotte. Though I was not fond of lettin 

any of my daughters be much from ander 
my own eye at their critical age, as Mr, 
Elliſon was their father's relation, and 
the only one I was at all acquainted with, 
I knew not how to reſiſt. At his houſe 
ſhe ſaw a great deal of company, particu- 
larly gentlemen: Mr. Elliſon having been 
formerly in the Eaſt Indies, his W 


ance were very numerous. 
In 


» 


8 


r 


* 
. 
* = 
- *- +&7 +4 Fs «a * 
2 "ID - 


. 
A; * 
— 


. r 
23 

" 

by 
* 


1 E a 


—_— 
. "oe wo. "TOE RC EIS 
<= 4 — — — 


14 THE STEP-MOTHER: 


In this circle my daughter's modeſt 
diffidence, added to real good ſenſe, with 
fome ſhare of beauty and native elegance, 
attracted a number of admirers. From 
Mrs. Elliſon I heard of two, who appeared 
ſerious in their addrefles—one a pert 
young coxcomb, who had juſt buried his 
father, and was ſo full of his own conſe- 
quence as to ſuppoſe a country girl, who. 
had never had any pretty things ſaid to her, 
would be immediately ſtruck with his per- 
ſon and accompliſhments; while, on the 
contrary, his flippaßcy diſguſted her fo 


much, that her natural ſincerity would 


- hardly permit her to be commonly civil 
to him.” 


The gther from the. contraſt appeared 


to great advantage; though little more 
than fix and thirty, from a long reſidence 
in eaſtern elimes he looked paſt the meri- 
dian of life. Although irreſiſtibly attracted 
by a delicacy and ſimplicity, he had in 
vain ſought for among thoſe who com- 
poſed the gay circle he had moved in ſince 
his return to his.native country : he feared 


his cauſe to be deſperate; and imputed 
the 


| 
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the pleaſure with which Charlotte liſtened 
to his accounts of the countries he had vi- 
ſited, to a natural deſire of knowledge, 


and as a relief from the unmeaning jargon 


of his rival, whom he heartily deſpiſed. 
Mrs. Elliſon owned herſelf ſhe knew 
not what judgment to form; as, however, 
both parties were unexceptionablein point 
of fortune and rank in life, ſhe adviſed me 
to recall Charlotte, in order to judge 
whether their attachment was ſufficiently 
ſtrong to induce them'to follow her to my 
houſe; becauſe from my known ſtrictneſs, 
a formal declaration of their pretenſions 
would be neceſſary, in order to gain ad- 
mittance there. They were both too 
much under the dominion of the blind god 
to give up the purſuit; though I fincerely 
believe the young ſquire was more in- 
fluenced by vaaity, and a defire to mortify 
Mr. Auſten, than any more laudable mo- 
tive. I very ſoon ſettled the point with 
him; for Charlotte abſolutely refuſed to 
ſee the gentleman; and unleſs I had re- 
ceived him on her account, he was not by 


any means the kind of character I ſhould 
have 
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have wiſhed to eſtabliſh as a viſitor in 1 my 
family. | 
Mr. Auſten, with the reſpectful polite- 
neſs of a man who knew the world, ſo- 
licited, by letter, permiſſion to wait upon 
me, while Mr. Garnham rung at the gate, 
and gave his horſe to his ſervant, with all 
the freedom of an old acquaintance who 
had been aſſured of a welcome reception. 
At firſt fight Mr. Auſten prepoſſeſſed me 
in his favor. I however thought him too 
old for Charlotte. After paying me ſome 
compliments on poſſeſſing ſuch a daugh- 
ter, and the credit ſhe did to my care of 
her mental qualifications, he explained his 
preſent circumſtances and future views, 
at the ſame time requeſted only to be re- 
ceived in my family as the friend of Mr. 
Elliſon, obſerving that ſo young a wo— 
man who had ſeen but little of life, was 
hardly herſelf capable of judging of her 
own ſentiments; the preference which ſhe 
had ſhewn him when in company with 
her other admirer, had in no degree elated 
him, as it was neceſſary to have our taſte 
completely vitiated by taſhion, before it 


Were 
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were poſſible to bear with ſuch effrontery. 
On the footing preſcribed by himſelf, 
I conſented he ſhould viſit at my houls; 
and added, that as I meant to paſs ſome of 
the winter in London, he might there have 
a better opportunity of ſtudying her cha- 
rater and diſpoſition towards him than in 
more confined ſociety. He thanked mein 
the warmeſt manner for my candour, but 
had the mortification of departing with- 
- out ſeeing his miſtreſs, from her being out 
on an equeſtrian party with ſome of our 
neighbours, I however underſtood, when 
ſhe returned, they had met on the road; 
nor did ſhe difſemble the pleaſure ſhe had 
experienced from the rencontre. Her 
innocence never ſuſpected his errand, nor 
the motive of his attentions to her. 
When informed of Mr. Garnham's 
having called to ſee her, ſhe expreſſed no 
other ſentiment except aſtoniſhment at his 
aſſurance. I told her I ſuppoſe com- 
paſſion had led him to pay his compli- 
ments to ſo many ladies in order to ſtorm 
the caſtle : he had, however, met with a 
ſevere repulſe in my coldneſs; for I nei- 
ther 


| before his Pn” had ſuffered much 
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ther aſked him to prolong his ſtay, or to 


repeat his viſit, Mrs. Elliſon having men- 


' tioned to me, that if he once got footing, 


it would be difficult to keep him at a pro- 
per diſtance. I did not wiſh to feed her 
vanity, by explaining that it was on her 
account that theſe gentlemen had called at 


my houſe; the female mind being ſuffici- 


ently prone to admit the inroads of this 


gueſt, without any aid, fave its own re- 
flections. 


„„ „ 0 
Mr. Auſten continued his attentions; 


and on our removal to town, became the 
« eſcort of the whole family: he was ſo uni- 


verſally reſpected and known in the beſt 
circles, that I found him a very valuable 
acquaintance. Thoſe who were deſirous of 


knowing who we were, had eaſy acceſs to 


him; and you will believe, his report ofa 
family he was ſo deſirous of being allied to 
would not be an unfavourable one. With 
the faireſt character, he had'been fortunate 
enough to acquire a ſufficient portion of 
wealth to ſatisfy his utmoſt ambition, 


from 
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from the elimate. If he did not marry, he 
aſſured me he would return to India; 
for the mode of living generally adopted 
by ſingle men in London did not accord 
with his ideas of propriety. After an ex- 
curſion to the Continent, he propoſed 
domeſticating, and ſettling in the coun- 
try, where he ſtill hoped to prevail on 
Charlotte to ſhare his fortune with him. 
Till the arrival of the Glanvile family 
I did not go much into public, knowing 
the conſequence it would be of to my 
girls being introduced under, their auſpi- 
ces. They were detained much longer 
in the country than they expected, by a 
ſlight indiſpoſition of Lady Glanvile. 
Unfortunately before they came, half the 


time I had limited myſelf to ſtay in town 


was elapled. 
After ſo long a ſeparation, you will 
eaſily conceive my emotions at the ſight 
of my revered benefactreſs: the conflicts 
we had both undergone, the lofles we had 
ſuſtained, all ruſhed into my mind; nor 
was her ladyſhip leſs affected. It is too 
much, my dear Caroline, ſaid ſhe; I can- 
not 
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not embrace you, without remembering 
ſcenes, which ought long ere this to have 
been buried in oblivion: but the Almigh- 
ty is all-powerful and gracious, and when 

he deems it fit to deprive us of bleilings, 
ſhall we dare to repine at his decrees? 
She knew not that theſe words pierced ' 
me to the ſoul; and thought the tremor 
that ſeized me proceeded from reſpect to 
her feelings, and the recollection of Mr. 
| Wentworth's death; while along with 
theſe there was ſtill a ſeverer pang. 
Though innocent in her eyes as well as 
in my own intentions, if certain circum- 
ſtances were related to her, ſhe might 
conſider me as the fatal cauſe of all her 
ſorrows. The conſciouſneſs of this had 
hitherto kept me at a diſtance from her; 

nor did it forſake me in this interview. 

During the few weeks I remained in 
London, our families were much to- 
gether, Lady George and Lady Darn- 
ley were as attentive.to my daughters as 
Mrs. Glanvile : one or other of them al- 
ways accompanied us to any public place, 
and we were generally of their parties at 
home, 


C 
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home. We did not ſeparate without mak. 
ing various arrangements for the enſuing 
ſummer, which we hoped to paſs at each 


others houſes, or in excurſions, as | wiſh- 


ed to ſhew my girls a little of their na- 
tive country, fearing too, that if I kept 
them conſtantly at home, it might be 
rendered leſs agreeable. 

I was, however, not a little delighted 
at hearing them remark to each other, 
that town was very well for a change; 
but to live always there would require 
great ſtrength of conſtitution, and a taſte 
wholly oppoſite to theirs. Charlotte very 
gravely added, that ſhe ſuppoſed it poſ- 
ſible to live much i in it without becoming 
diſſipated; though to be fure, in the 
country there was ; leſs likelihood of being 
ſo, and fewer temptations to ſwerve from 
rectitude; for which reaſon ſhe ſhould 
prefer living there; though ſhe believed 
women had ſeldom the power of chuſing 
their place of reſidence. This reflection 
did not paſs unnoticed by me. Mr. Auſ- 
ten's attentions have mage ſome impreſ- 


ſion: they have led her to think of man 
| 695 
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as a lord and master, rom whoſe ill 


there is no appeal. His I was convinced 
would never be exerted merely to ſhew 
his prerogative, but for the happineſs of 


_ thoſe. with whom he was connected. 


From the marked attentions, he had al- 
ways paid her when 1n general compa- 
nies, as well as in private, where there 
were'women of ſuperior rank and beauty, 
ſhe could not avoid perceiving the de- 

cided preference which he wiſhed to 
ſhew for her ſociety and converſation ; 
and ſo little was ſhe diſpoſed to play the 
coquette, as to treat every other perſon . 
with that cold politeneſs, which ſoon 
convinced them 1t was to no purpoſe at- 


- tempting to rival Mr. Auſten in her 


good graces. 
The more intimately I became ac- 


quainted with this gentleman, the more 


I] was inclined to rejoice at the proſpect 
of his union with my family. His mar- 


rying their eldeſt fiſter would give my 


girls a male protector; the poſſeſſion of 
which to young women is, on many oc- 
caſions, a point of great importance. 
| Should 


. 
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Should I be taken from them, I was con- 


vinced both of his ability and inclination 
to manage their pecuniary concerns for 


their advantage ; which otherwiſe might. 


fall altogether into the hands of my 
quondam friend the lawyer; Mr. Elli- 


ſon having lately fallen a ſacrifice 'to a ' 
liver complaint, contracted during his 


reſidence in the eaſt. 

Views of a prudential nature had how- 
ever no influence on Charlotte's mind. 
She truly loved Mr. Auſten; and when 
he formally declared the paſhon ſhe had 
inſpired, ſhe was aſtoniſhed to find how 
little ſhe had the power of beſtowing her 
heart, that having been long ſince in 
his poſſeſſion. To poſtpone their union 
to any diſtant period, was never my in- 
tention, Mr. Auſten was now ſo domeſ- 


ticated in our family circle, that the 


ſooner he became a member of it the 
better; many wiſe folks having taken 
into their heads to imagine, that ** the 
widow” was the real object of his purſuit, 
Before we fulfilled any of our excurſive 


engagements with the Glanviles, by lead- 


ing 


\ 
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ing my eldeſt daughter to the altar, he 
acquired a right to become my cecisbio, 
in ſpite of all thoſe malevolent reports 
which had been pretty freely eirculated 
in our 9 
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CHAP. XVIII 


« Which of them is deareſt to me, I've no Kill in 
ſenſe to make diſtinction.“ SHAKESPEARE. 


E ſummer flew ſwiitly away. At 
Lord George Selby's beautiful feat in Nor- 
folk, we paſſed ſeveral weeks. Mr. and 
Mrs. Glanvile having joined us there, we 
proceeded to Yarmouth, to enjoy the be- 
nefit of ſea-bathing, and the amuſements 
generally to be met with at watering- 
places; all which were entered into with 
avidity by my two younger girls, not 
without occaſioning me ſome degree of 
concern; though I determined to ſhorten 
my ſtay, rather than deprive them while 
there of participating in thoſe pleaſures in 
which they ſeemed to take ſuch delight. 
Mr. Auſten on our journey to the me- 
tropolis, reminded me of his propoſed con- 
tinental tour; hoped I would ſtart no 
objections to one of my girls accompany- 
Ing their ſiſter, as ſhe had built much on 
VOL. 11. 'C e 
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the pleaſure ſhe ſhould feel, provided this 


met my approbation, I could not with- _ 


hold my conſent, though it was reluctantly 
given. Clara and Emily were both too 
young to go from under my own wing. 
: Alicia had a ſteadineſs of temper, and 

propriety of manner and conduct ſeldom 
the attendants of ſo early an age. This did 
not proceed from apathy of ſoul. In her 
friendſhips ſhe was ardent; and her heart 
was ever open to the tale of woe, which ſhe 
endeavoured toalleviate byevery means in 
| her power. In the country ſhe was my 
chief almoner; and has often prevailed on 
her ſiſters to retrench ſome ſuperfluities, 
in order that they might buy clothes for 
poor children; which ſhe aſſiſted them to 
make. To loſe ſuch an endearing com- 
panion, and at the ſame time to part with 
Mr. and Mrs. Auſten was truly diſtreſſing; 
yet when I thought what a valuable acqui- 
ſition ſhe would be to them, I determined 
to make the ſacrifice, In adviſing with 

her, Charlotte would always do right; on 
the contrary, Emily or Clara would na- 
turally look up to her; anda young woman 


married 4 
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married to a man conſiderably older than 
herſelf, very frequently ſtands in need of a 

faithful monitor; ſuch I knew Alicia would 
be; for no fear of offending would make 
her deviate from what ſhe knew to be the 
right path. At Yarmouth I had had fre- 
quent opportunities of admiring her in- 
flexibility, when ſhe little thought I wit- 
neſſed it. 

From theſe traits of my ſecond daugh- 
ter's diſpoſition, you will believe if I had 
any partiality it would be towards her. I 
however freely confeſs, thatthough Icould 
converſe with Alicia on ſubjects that would 
not have intereſted either of her ſiſters, yet 
in each individual I found ſome prominent 
feature, that gave me equal ſatisfaction; 
and I doubted not that all would inherit a 
ſufficient portion of their father's amiable -1 
qualities, to make me always feel a mo- 4 
ther's tenderneſs for them. 

Clara had an openneſs and warmth of 
$4 heart, which I was confident might lead 
her to truſt too implicitly to the judgment 
of thoſe who, having firſt ſtudied her ruling 
paſſion, would take the trouble of making 
| „ © $45 her. 
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her believe they were deeply intereſted i in 
her happineſs. Her proneneſs to acknow- 
ledge herſelf in fault, when made ſenſible 
of having acted wrong, which was no diffi- 
cult matter to accompliſh, was in my opi- 
nion a ſure proof of the nobleneſs of her 
nature; for little minds are ever deſirous 


of excluding conviction, and conceive that 


to own themſelves in the wrong, though 
they are probably convinced that they are 
ſo, would be to derogate from their con- 
ſequence: when the very act implies that 
they are wiſer than they were before; con- 
ſequently they have added to rather chan 
diminiſhed their importance. 

Emily, you will recollect, was a native 
of the torrid zone; nor did ſhe inherit a 
ſmall portion of the vivacity and volatility 


of her country. To correct her was hardly 


poſſible, and to offend her as difficult; for 
ſhe was never out of humour with herſelf or 
any one elſe, To direct the efferveſcence 
of her animal ſpirits to proper objects, was 
all I could attempt: had ſhe lived with 

thoſe who were inclined to amuſe them- 


ſelves with her flights, they might have had 
| a dan- 
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a dangerous tendency ; but being always 
under the watchful care of a parent, they 
were repreſſed without wounding her feel- 
ings by ſeverity, which ſhe could- very my 
have borne. 

2ů—ĩ⁊ĩ5“,ym/g?˖æũm „% 2 „„ * 

On our arrival in London, Mr. Auſten 
was called upon to perform a very painful 
office. A gentleman with whom he had 
lived in habits of intimacy at Calcutta, and 
who, when he quitted it, meditatedcoming 
home in two or three years, had been 
under the neceſſity of leaving his affairs 
unſettled; being ſummoned to Englandas 
an evidence on a trial then pending before 
the Houſe of Lords; but before the veſſel 
in which he embarked reached England, 
he paid the debt of nature, leaving the 
charge of his only daughter to his neareſt 
friend Mr. Auſten. I had ſeveral times 
heard him mention Miſs Hartley as an 
amiable accompliſhed girl, whom he 
wiſhed to introduce to my daughter, as 
ſoon as ſhe became his wife. Her mo- 


ther had been dead ſeveral years. 
9 3. / The 
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The marriage of this couple, like moſt 
early ones, was entered into without 


thought on either fide. Mr. Hartley, af- 
ter ſtruggling with adverſe circumſtances 


for ſome years, having an appointment 
offered him in the Eaſt India ſervice, po- 
verty ſtaring him in the face at home, at 
laſt determined on tearing himſelf from 
his family. On the voyage he had the 


good fortune to conciliate the regard of a 


gentleman high in office, who was his fel- 
low paſſenger, and who afterwards was of 
conſiderable ſervice to him. Having con- 
tracted debts in England, and a wife and 
two children to ſupport at a diſtance from 
himſelf, it is not to be preſumed he 
could make a fortune very rapidly. 

Mrs. Hartley, a timid woman, without 
ſtrength of mind, ſuffered herſelf to be 
ruled by a darling ſon, whoſe extravagan- 
cies, notwithſtanding the handſome re- 
mittances ſne received, made her always 
poor. Fearing to acquaint her huſband 
with the truth, ſhe gave up houſekeeping, 
and went to board at the ſchool where her 
daughter 
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daughter was compleating her education, 
upon the pretext that ſhe could not live 
GORE ſociety. Young Hartley, having 
now no longer his mother's houſe to en- 
tertain his diſſolute companions, broke 
through all reſtraint, becoming the hero 
1 quarrels, and a public diſturb- 
er of the peace. Having formerly teſtified 
an inclination for the ſea, he had been 
entered a midſhipman; and whileſmarting 
for ſome of his miſdeeds, he declared his 
reſolution of going on board a man of 
war, provided his mother would furniſh 
him with the means to get out of priſon. 
This misjudging woman would hardly 
give her conſent to the only meaſure 
which her friends thought could be adopt- 
ed to ſave him from deſtruction; it being 
a point of the utmoſt conſequence, placing 
him in a ſituation where he ſtood ſome | 
chance of being eſtranged from his form- - | 
er 6 She lived but a ſhort time | 
after he went to ſea; and ſo rooted was 
her fondneſs for him, that ſhe conſtantly 
lamented having been prevailed on to 
baniſh him her preſence. 

C'4 | Mifs 
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Miſs Hartley you will perceive had a 
bitter diſappointment to encounter, on 
hearing from Mr. Auſten of ner father's 
death, at the time that ſhe expected to 
receive his bleſſing, and to have the power 
of convincing him by her filial attentions, 
that his kindneſs and liberality had not 
been beſtowed on an unworthy. object. 
All my family, as well as myſelf, ſympa- 
thiſed moſt fincerely with her on this try- 
ing occaſion ; and at my deſire Mr. and 
Mrs. Auſten brought her from Kenſing- 
ton to paſs ſome time in our ſociety, in 
order to blunt the edge of her affliction, 
by enjoying the benefit of rational conver- 
ſation, during the interval preſcribed by 
form for abſenting from the world, after 
the death of ſo near a relation. 

Lou will ſuppoſe, that under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, a beautiful young woman, 
poſſeſſed of a ſtrong portion of ſenſibility, 
would attract in a great degree the atten- 
tion of every individual who compoſed 
our domeſtic circle. When I add that 
there was a gentleneſs and fafcination of 
manners about Miſs Hartley that I ſcarce- 
\ ly 
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ly ever ſaw equalled, and though appa- 
rently extremely diffident of her powers, 
that ſhe was well read in hiſtory, as well 
as polite literature, and a moſt incompar- 
able pertormer onthe harpſichord, you can 
expreſs no ſurpriſe at her becoming an 
univerſal favourite; and that when I found 
Mr. Auſten was at a loſs how to diſpoſe of 
her during his abſence, I immediately of- 
Fered her an aſylum under my roof, con- 
ceiving that her ſociety would be a valu- 
able acquiſition both to myſelf and two 
daughters, when deprived' of our uſual 
companions Charlotte and Alicia, 
S 6: ©, WS 06 

If I had never before received any proof 
of Mrs. Auſten's affections and unbound- 
ed gratitude, her conduct at the time of 
ſeparating from me would have amply re- 
paid all my maternal cares and ſolicitude. 

J was obliged to uſe the ſtrongeſt lan- 
guage to convince her that ſhe ran a great 
riſk of loſing her hufband's affection, it ſhe 
perſiſted in manifeſting her dread of ac- 
companying him onan excurſion, which he 
had planned more for her amuſement than 
| C 5 his 
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his own. I alſo repreſented to her his kind 
conſideration, in requeſting her favourite 
ſiſter to join the party; when if he had fol - 


lowed the dictates of his own inclination, 


Emily would have been ſelected in her 
ſtead. She had acquired ſo great an 


aſcendancy over him by her playfulneſsand 


mirth, he became inſenſibly attached to 
her as if ſhe had been his child, and doubt- 
leſs would have experienced much plea- 


ſure in hearing her innocent remarks on 
the countries they were to paſs through. 


This reaſoning had its deſired effect: ſhe 
ſet about the preparations for her journey 
with cheerful alacrity; and not till we 


finally bade adieu to each other on their 


embarking at Dover, did ſhe expreſs any 
ſentiment of regret. The mind of her 
huſband was then too much abſorbed by 
his own feelings at parting, to have the 
power or inclination to blame her grief. * 
Alicia, who had been temperate till this 
moment, could now ſcarcely bear the ex- 
ceſs of her own emStions.—< Clara, 

Emily,“ ſaid ſhe, taking a hand of each; 
i Love my mother as ye have hitherto 
: | done. 
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done. We can never ſufficiently ſhow 
our gratitude for her goodneſs.” “ Mifs 
Hartley, will you ſupply my place? theſe 
girls are too giddy to perform a thouſand 
offices which I uſed to do with pleaſure 
to my mother, and advantage to myſelf.” 
Miſs Hartley aſſured her in return, that 
her humble endeavours ſhould be exerted 
to make herſelf uſeful to me; and that be- 
ing now deprived of both her parents, 
ſhe would try to make Mrs. Wentworth 
look upon her in the light of a newly- 
found daughter. 

After theſe mutual affurances we rag 
Heavily enough did we drag onwards to 
the inn, while in imagination we were 
croſling to Calais. F inding i it impoſſible 
to remain where every object reminded 
us of thoſe whoſe ſociety we had loſt, I 
ordered horſes, and proceeding to Canter- 
bury that night, the next morning made 
the beſt of our wa y, by quick journies, to 
Merton-Place, where a variety of cares 
ſoon occupied my mind ſo fully, as to 
baniſh for a time thoſe regrets which had 
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pervaded it during my ſtay in London, 
and while in daily expectation of ws 
rating from my children. 

Managing all my pecuniary concerns 
myſelf, I had not a little to do to keep 
my accounts in proper order; looking 
forward, as I did, to rendering a faithful 
report of every tranſaction to the huſbands 
- of my daughters, or to themſelves, when 
they became of age. I believe I omitted 
to ſtate, that this was not to be demanded 
of me, till either all my girls attained the 
age of twenty-one, ar had acquired legal 
protectors, by having entered into the 
holy ſtate of matrimony. If I choſe to 
relinquiſh. the charge when they were 
eighteen, I might do it; but it could 
not be required of me. Correſponding 
with Mr. and Mrs. Auſten, and Alicia, 
too, engroſſed no ſmall portion of my 
time and thoughts. The latter had often 
aſſiſted me in tranſcribing letters of which 
I deemed it neceſſary to keep copies; and, 
poſſeſſing a clear head, with ſome know- 


ledge of figures, frequently was of ſervice 
| | to 
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to me in aſcertaining whether my ſums 
were accurate, at times when my own 
mind was fo bewildered, by poring over 
books and papers, I was not very capable 
of judging of them myſelf. None of the 
_ preſent members of my family could I 
employ in this way, my daughters not 
being ſufficiently ſteady; and, beſides my 
diſlike to letting a ſtranger into my family 
concerns, Miſs Hartley always expreſſed 
the moſt rooted averſion to writing, 
which I believed hec to be ſincere in; for 
during the whole time ſhe remained in 
my houſe, I ſcarce ſaw her take pen in 
hand; nor did ſhe appear to have any 
correſpondents, no letters being received 

by her while there. x 
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CHAP. XIX. hes 


% This is a creature, would ſhe begin a ſeR, 
« Might quench the zeal of all profeſſors elſe; 
« Make ms aces of whom ſhe but bid follow.” 


SHAKESPEARKE. 


| 833 as every moment of my 
time was, I left my daughters more to 
themſelves than I Had ever before done. 
l vas the more diſpoſed to do ſo, think- 
ing them perfectly ſecure under Miſs 
Hartley's care, who had attained her 
twenty fifth year; and from the ſketch 
J have already given of her accompliſh- 
ments, you will conclude, had made 
moſt uſe of the opportunities for im- 
provement, which the had enjoyed. 
Though ſuch a miſtreſs of muſic, fo 
little was ſhe inclined to diſplay her ta- 
lents, we could ſcarce prevail on her to 
touch the inſtrument when ſtrangers were 
preſent; yet, to oblige either of the family 
circle, ſhe would play for hours, or de- 
vote a whole morning to teaching the girls 
her method of fingering, or how to exe- 
cute a difficult paſſage in any of her fa- 
vourite 
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vourite leſſons, which I had expreſſed a 
wiſh that they could play in the ſtyle that 
ſhe did. When in company, inſtead of 
appearing deſirous of engroſſing conver- 
ſation, we were obliged to take ſome pains 
to make her ſpeak at all; yet, when ſhe 
was induced to favour us with her ſenti- 
ments they were expreſſed with ſuch mo- 
deſt diffidence, and clothed in language 
ſo elegant, that I jocularly rermed her 
the orator of the family; adding that many 
of our public ſpeakers, in the Houſe of 


Commons and Court of King's Bench, 


would be glad to take leſſons from her, 
if, after receiving her inſtructions, they 
were able to make their periods flow. as 
mellifluouſly as hers did. She, however, 
© bore her faculties ſo meekly,” as to 
occaſion no jealouſy or envy in either 
Clara or Emily, who enjoyed her praiſes 
more than they did their own; ſo unbound. 
ed was her influence over their minds. 
You will not wonder that fuch winning 
attentions ſhould give me pleaſure, and 
that Miſs Hartley ſoon eſtabliſhed herſelf 
in my eſtimation, beyond the power of 


— 
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any common occurrence to diminiſh her 
value. | | 

Our letters from the 8 contri- 
buted much to our amuſement; the arrival 
of the poſt was indeed moſt anxiouſly 
anticipated by the young ladies, who de- 
voured theirs with the avidity peculiar to \ 
their age. It gave me fincere pleaſurę to 
find I had not been miſtaken in the opini- 
on I had formed of Mr. Auſten; and alſo 
that Charlotte was as truly his as cyer. 
Alicia's details were full of the praiſes of 
her brother-in-law, and of eulogium on 
her ſiſter's conduct as a wife: indeed I 
hoped I had ſecured to all Mr. Went- 
worth's daughters a valuable protector, 
ſhould it be the will of Heaven to call 
me from them, while they were too 
young to guide themſelves. 

Our evenings were becoming very long, 
and I feared in the end would prove tedi- 
ous, when our neighbourhood was enli— 
vened by the entry of a marching regi- 
ment, which had been ordered there into 
winter- quarters. This occaſioned a num- 


ber of ſubſcription balls, and other enter- 
tainments, 


's A DOMESTIC TALE. 41 


tainments, which the military know ſo 
well how to promote. The heutenant- 
colone] brought his family with him, 
took a houſe of ſome conſequence, where 
he entertained genteelly. 

At the firſt ball our party was at after 
their arrival, an elegant young man, cap- 
tain-lieutenant of the regiment, and a 
| younger brotherof the lieutenant-colonel, 
recogniz ed my ward as an old acquaint- 
ance, whom he rejoiced to meet, requeſt- 
ing he might have the honor of dancing 
with her; which, on a reference to me, 
was readily complied with, When Cap- 
tain Rooke intreated my permiſſion for 
waiting on his fair partner the next day, I 
accorded it without heſitation ; his having 
known the lady previous to her reſidence 
with me, and being brother to a gentle- 
man whoſe family were viſited by the firſt 
people in the county, were ſufficient 
reaſons for my ſo doing. I ſcarce thought 
of mentioning this circumſtance to Miſs 
Hartley, conceiving the gentleman had: 
not made his application without firſt 


obtaining her conſent, 
| When 
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When his name was announced, I was, 
you will beheve, not a little ſurpriſed at 
hearing her deſire the ſervant to ſay ſhe 

was from home. On this occaſion I be- 

came arbitrary; inſiſting, that as the gen- 
tleman had been uſhered into the drawing 
room, ſhe ſhould receive him there; in 
future ſhe might do as ſhe pleaſed: but 
her non-appearancenow would giveſo un- 
favourable an impreſſion of the politeneſs 
of the inhabitants of Merton-Place, I 
could not allow her to be guilty of ſuch 
rudeneſs, With the greateſt reluctance - 
ſhe complied, leaving me in ſome degree 
of amazement; convinced: that, from 
other parts of her conduct, ſhe was not, 
in this inſtance, governed by _ 
No ſooner had the captain taken his 
leave, than I was accoſted by Miſs Hart- 
ley, who requeſted to ſpeak to me in pri- 
vate. 

When we were alone, ſhe prefaced 
her communication by regretting, in the 
ſtrongeſt terms poſſible, the family of the 
Rookes having come into our neighbour- 
hood. She then ſtated, that while on 

a viſit 
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a viſit to an old ſchool fellow during the 
laſt winter, ſhe had in ber family met with 
Captain Rooke, who was ſuppoled to be 
the ſuitor of her friend, not only by her- 
ſelf, but her father and mother, though 
ſhe could ſee no reaſon they had for con- 
cluding ſo, as his viſits to their houſe aroſe 
from the frequent invitations which he 
received from them. This conviction 
made her the leſs ſcrupulous of entering 
into converſation with him, though ſhe 
avoided it, except when ſingled out as a 
partner at the aſſemblies which they fre- 
quented, or placed next him at table, &c. 

On her return to Kenſington, ſhe was 
ſurpriſed one morning by a viſit from the 
gentleman; in which he related a very 
curious ſcene of diſmiſſion he had the day 
before gone through; proteſting his aſto- 
niſhment at its being preſumed that he 
had ever paid more than the moſt com- 
mon attentions to Miſs Jennings. Miſs 
Hartley added, that while in the midſt 
of this recital, the heroine of the tale, 
with her mother, entered the room, hav- 
ing taken their morning's ride thither on 


a purpoſe 


/ 
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purpoſe to relate to her the incidents of 
the preceding day. Finding the gentle- 
man there, their anger knew no bounds; 
and though innocent, even in thought, of 
ſupplanting her companion, ſhe was con- 


ſidlered by herſelf and mother as the ſole 


cauſe of the lover's inconſtancy. 
This unjuſt accuſation occaſioned her 
to declare, in the moſt ſolemn manner, 


that ſhe would never receive a viſit from 


Captain Rooke; and though ſhe ſhould 
lofe their friendſhip in conſequence of 


what had paſſed, her reſolution ſhould be 


invariably adhered to. Notwithſtanding 
this aflurance, the ladies perſiſting in their 
accuſation, the ſcene became ſomewhat 
comic; reminding her of that in the Bęg- 
gars Opera, excepting that he laid no 
clan to the hero; nor did he ſeem diſpo- 
ſed to content himſelf with either, though 
t'other dear charmer had been away; ap- 
pearing rather petrified at what was paſſing 
before him. 

She aſſured me, that till their acci- 
dental meeting the preceding evening, ſhe 


bad not exchanged a word with Captain 
Rooke 
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Rooke ſince this memorable morning, 


ſave one night at Ranelagh, when he left 


his party to join her's; and while chat- 
ting together, ſhe ſaw they were obſerved 
by a lady in habits of intimacy with Maſs 
Jennings, to whom, no doubt, the cir- 
cumſtance was reported; and it would 
be ſuppoſed that ſhe had contrived to 
apprize the gentleman of her intending 
to join the gay throng on that evening, 
that they might enjoy each other's ſociety, 
After this account of herſelf, (he hoped 

I ſhould acquit her of caprice in refuſing 
to ſee him in my houſe : caſual rencon- 
tres could not be guarded againſt ; nei- 
ther was her promiſe ſufficiently binding 
to lead her to abſent herſelf from thoſe 
amuſements where it was likely they would 
meet, now that chance had fixed him for 
ſome months ſo near her place of reſidence. 
You may believe I ſhould have found it 
difficult to affix any blame on either of 
the parties, unleſs it were the mother and 
daughter, who, by the folly of their own 
eonduct, had been ſo ſeverely puniſhed. 
I could 
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I could not help thinking, that had the 
good lady been diſpoſed to ſhew off my 
ward to advantage, it was hardly poflible 
for her to have adopted any mode of 
conduct ſo likely to accompliſh the pur- 
poſe as that already related. | 

I conſidered the circumſtance of the 
regiment to which the captain belonged, 
being ordered into the ſame county where 
his miſtreſs (for ſuch I deemed Miſs 
Hartley to be) reſided, as an auſpicious 
omen ; and I flattered myſelf I ſhould 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing my fair friend 
worthily beſtowed ; though, for her ſake, 
I determined to be very minute in my 
inquiries reſpecting the morals of her 
lover, as I perceived his manners were 
too inſinuating, and his language too 
perſuaſive, to be long liſtened to by a 
young woman without danger. 

A private dance at the houſe of a neigh- 
bour brought us again in the captain's 
way; who, after paying his compliments 
to Miſs Hartley, aſked her to ſolicit my 
permiſſion for his dancing with my eldeſt 

daughter, 
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daughter. This reqtzeſt was readily 
granted, though I could not help being 
amuſed by the policy which dictated it. 

The next day, when Mr. Rooke called 
to inquire after the health of his fair part- 
ners, his not being admitted occaſioned 
no remark from Clara or her fiſter, both 
of them knowing my averſion to forenoon 
viſitors. 

A few days after I was not a little ſur- 
priſed at ſeeing the carriage of Colonel 
Rooke at my door. I had given general 
orders to be denied to every one who 
called, excepting a gentleman whom I 
expected on buſineſs relative to Clar- 
mont. Miſs Hartley not being in the 
habit of receiving viſitors, the porter . 
neglected to aſk if ſhe was included; fo 
that, when Colonel Rooke's ſervant in- 
quired if ſhe was at home, he anſwered 
rather confuſedly, the ladies were gone 
out. Mrs. Rooke's card I ſent Miſs 
Hartley, who came to me, rejoicing that 
the lady had not been Je? in. 

I made no comment on the buſineſs ; | 
only, a few days after, I ſaid ſhe might 

have 
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have the carriage that morning, to return 
the viſit. She colured exceſſively at the 
propoſal ; begged to know if it was ne- 
ceſſary to go ſo ſoon. I obſerved, that 
the earlier a compliment of that kind 
was returned, the better ; and if ſhe wiſh- 
ed to avoid the awkardneſs of meeting 
the lady while not introduced, ſhe might 
go at the time the men were drawn out 
upon the parade; as I underſtood the 
colonel's lady was expected to be preſent 
that day. She thanked me for my conſi- 
deration, promiſing to follow my advice, 
not only in what related to that family, 
but on every occaſion ; knowing the ſu- 


penority of my judgment, and, at the 
ſame time, being fully ſenſible of the 


kind intereſt I took in her welfare. 
Soon after there came a formal invita- 
C tion to dinner from Colonel and Mrs. 
ili ; which Miſs Hartley begged 
leave to deetine. In a few days Colonel 
Rooke left his card at my door for her. 
: is time I received a letter from 
a relation of her father's, intimating that 


he ſhould take the liberty of calling at my 
houle 
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hodſe on the Sunday following, in order to 
pay his compliments to me, and to inquire 
after the health of his couſin, whom he 
had not heard of ſince Mr. Auſten's depart- 
ure.. In an hour after the receipt of this, 
came a card, inviting her: to dine at the 
colonel's on the very day fixed by Mr. 
Filmer for his viſit. I told her, that to 
reject ſuch civilities would be rude in the 
extreme; and as ſhe had dreaded the 
formality of a ſet dinner, ſhe might decline 
that part of the invitation, aſſigning, as a 
reaſon for doing ſo, the expectation of 
ſeeing Mr. Filmer, and that ſhe would 
wait upon Mrs. Rooke to tea. On her 
entreating me to write the note for her, 1 
complied, though I gave but little credit 
to her fear of inability to expreſs her ſen- 
timents on paper, when 1 had ſo fre- 
quently witnefſed her command of words 
in argument. 

Mr. Filmer came, appeared much in- 
tereſtedin the happineſs ofhis young friend, 
and ſincerely rejoiced to ſee her ſtate of 
health ſo much amended; for while ac 
Kenſington, ſhe had been threatened with 
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conſumptive complaints, which he be- 
lieved in a great meaſure to proceed 
from her leading too ſedentary a life, and 


E indulging i in late hours in the morning; a 


practice which the regularity of my family 
prevented her from continuing. Her im- 
proved appearance, he ſaid, was a ſuffi- 


Cient proof of my kindneſs; for himſelf, as 


well as others of her friends, had believed 
her too indolent to get the better of fixed 
habits, though they Had taken ſome pains 
to convince her that her illneſs proceeded 
from them. 

As I could not prevail on this zentlemar 


to remain all night, 1 requeſted him to 
«eſcort his couſin to the colonel's, conceiv- 


ing that her being attended there by a 
relation would enhance herconſequencein 
the eyes of thoſe of the family to whom 
ſhe was yet a ſtranger. By this means the 
gentleman was furniſhed with an opportu- 


nity of communicating t to his relation what 
he knew of her brother's movements, who, 
I underſtood, had left theſhip he belonged 


to, and was obliged to hide himſelf from 


à certain n deſcription of people called 


Bailiffs 
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Bailiffs followers, whom for many years 
he had been too well acquainted with. 
» % #& = --# 9 
From this time Colonel Rooke's family 
appeared to confider Miſs Hartley as 


one of themſelves. Whenever ſhe dined 


there, the carriage was ſent in due form 
for her; and the captain of courſe pro- 
tected her home in the evening. Still he 
never became her vifitor in my houſe ; 


and as I had not waited upon his fiſter in- 


law, on her firſt arrival, we were merely 


public-place acquaintance. - Had it not 


been for the detail I received from Miſs 
Hartley, I ſhould certainly have paid 
Mrs. Rooke this compliment, on whoſe 
account I wiſhed rather to be diſtantly 
civil, in order to judge whether her 
modeſt merit would attract their notice, 
independently of being a member of my 
family ; which, had we viſited, I could 
not ſo readily have aſcertained, 

The proofs I have already mentioned 
ſufficed to convince me, that Captain 
Rooke's family'were not ignorant of his 


attachment, and that they alſo approved 
n a 
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of the object who excited it. I had only 
one objection to her being fo much at 
their houſe, which was, that ſhe met 


people there out of my circle, whom ſhe 
deſcribed as being amiable, and defirous 


of cultivating an intimacy with her, which, 
_ rircumſtanced as ſhe was, in every inftinch 
but one, ſhe had n expedient to 


decline. 
The lady ſhe ſelected was a plain little 


woman near forty, the laſt that I ſhould 


have imagined would have had the power 
of attracting myyoung friend; who, how- 
ever, accounted for it, in ſome degree, by 
ſaying, that on her firlt viſit to the colo- 
nel's, 'this lady was of the party, and 


ſhewed her ſuch uncommon atteation, 


ſeeming to feel for her embarraſſment, 
thar ſhe could not avoid teſtifying her 


gratitude, by accepting the friendſhip ſo 


generouſly offered þy Miſs Snelcroft. 
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CHAP. XX. 


« Virtue doth man to virtuous actions ſer ; 

« Fis not enough that he ſhould vice forbear; 
«« We hve not only for burſelves to care; 

« While they that want it are deny'd their ſhare. 


« But ſeveral parts to ſeveral me conſign'd : 

1% He that of his own ſtores no pt can give, 

10 May with his counſel or his hands relieve,” 
Sin Jon Coorns. 


« Nor are thoſe ſuccours to one 2 confin'd, 


Ar this period I received a viſit from 
Dr. Belton. Rejoicing, as 1 ſincerely did, 
at ſeeing my old acquaintance look well 
and happy, the firſt ſight could not fail of 
recalling to my mind a fatal event, the 
knowledge of which had been communi- 
cated by him the laſt time we met; 

You will believe I avoided every ſub- 
ject that could lead to the dreaded one, 
inquiring for his mother, ſiſters, and other 
of my Lancaſhire acquaintance, fearing 
even to notice his ſecond trip to the con- 
tinent, though I knew he had been ſome 
time travelling through France and Flan- 
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ders, and, after ſpending the winter at 
Paris, had now returned, to ſettle in his 
' profeſſion, 

At laft, maugre all my efforts, he 


touched upon the tender ſtring. That 


packet, madam, which was conſigned tomy 
care by” —©* Which Ihayeneveropened,” 
replied I quickly. Is it poſſible? he 
exclaimed. * I durſt not,. while Mr. 
Wentworth's wife, truſt myſelf with a 
peruſal of the contents; and ſince I have 
loſt him, my mind has been too much 
occupied by real buſineſs to leave room for 
indulging in unavailing regrets.” Do 
you then mean to keep itever by you in the 
ſame ſtate?“ “ I know not: ſome other 
time perhaps I may anſwer that queſtion.” 
The entrance of Miſs Hartley and my 
daughters, whom I had ſent for, put a 
ſtop to this converſation, which, on my 

part, was becoming truly painful. 
The doctor, as well as myſelf, appeared 
_ evidently embarraſſed. He, however, 
paid his compliments to the ladies with 
the eaſe of a poliſhed gentleman. I con- 
gratulated him on having arrived at a time 
| when 


A DOMESTIC TALE. | 6 


when he could ſee all the belles of the 
county, excepting thoſe who had forſaken 
us for the pleaſures of London, the 
tragedy of Douglas being that evening to 
be repreſented by the officers of the regi- 
ment; a novelty that could not fail of 
attracting the ladies in particular.. 
M.iſs Hartley then related the names of 
the gentlemen who were to perform the 
different characters: Captain Rooke had - 
taken the part of Glenalvon, the colonel 
that of Lord Randolph, and a fine youth, 
who had not been long in the army, 
named Campbell, had, from his prepoſ- 
ſeſſing figure and manner, that of Young 
Norval aſſigned him: his friends, how- 
ever, feared he might be intimidated at 
ſight of the audience, though in rehearſal 
he had exceeded their moſt ſanguine. 
expectations. 

Belton caught at the name of Campbell, 
aſked what part of Scotland he came from, 
and the title of the family eſtate. To all 

theſe inquiries Miſs Hartley had ready 
anſwers, Belton then exclaimed, I wilt 
pawn my honour that he ſucceeds in what- 
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ever he may undertake. He was at the 
univerſity the laſt year I paſſed at Edin- 
burgh, when I was a frequent witneſs to 
his application. What pity it is ſuch a 
young man ſhould be thrown away upon 


_ the army, begging the ladies pardon, (ſaid 
he, bowing) who, I believe, are in general 


partial to a red coat! He has often told 
me he feared a commiſſion and his ſword 
would be his patrimony, though his in- 
Clinations would have led him to embrace 
a learned profeſſion; and, had his father 
lived, he hoped to have been indulged. 

„If 1 were not apprehenſive that the 
ſight of his old friend might derange his 
ideas for the evening, I would this moment 


- - ſeek him out, If, however, madam, you 


will allow me the honour of attending you 
to the place of performance, I ſhall have 
the pleaſure of introducing the young hero . 
to you; not doubting to ſee him crowned 
with laurels from the hands of the fair. 

I obſerved Miſs Eartley looked with 
infinite ſcorn on the diſciple of Galen, 
while he manifeſted his contempt for the 


army, in conceiving it a pity that a youth 
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of talents ſhould from neceſſity have been 


compelled to enter it. 

To the great joy of the young ladies, 
we arrived, about ſix o'clock, at the prin- 
Cipal inn in a neighbouring town, the 
aſſembly- room having been converted 
into a temporary theatre; and, to do juſ- 
tice to thoſe who conducted the enter- 


tainments of the evening, all was well ar- 


_— and the characters dreſſed with 
the utmolt propriety. | 
The performance, with a very few ex- 
ceptions, would not have diſcredited? a 
London theatre. Lady Randolph was the 


worſt repreſented : none of the gentlemen ' 


liking to appear in maſquerade, an itine- 
rant female performer had been procured, 
who appeared to every difadyantage, 
when ſurrounded by people ſo very ſu- 


perior to the ſet of beings with whom ſhe 
vas accuſtomed totread the ſtage Neither 


did the gentleman who performed the 


part of Old Norval acquit himſelf ſo well 


as his young nameſake, he having, by his 
mode of delivery, &c. fully verified the 


prediction of Dr. Belton, who ſought him 
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58 
behind the ſcenes as ſoon as the curtain 
dropped; and, while yet in his Scottiſh 


garb, brought him forward to receive our 


tribute of praiſe for the exquiſite enter- 
tainment he had afforded us. | 

I omitted 1o ſtate the very laudable 
motive which had inſpired theſe gentle- 
men with a defire to wear the buſkin. 

A dreadful fire had happened in the 
courſe of the winter, which reduced a 
ſmall village, not very diſtant from the 
barracks of the ſoldiers, to a heap of ruins. 
The poor inhabitants being uninſured, 
were, by this unlooked-for misfortune, 


brought to beggary; many of them hav- 


ing large families, at that inclement ſeaſon 


deprived even of ſhelter from the ſevere 
froſt and the ſnow, which that year was 
very heavy. Some of the women and chil- 
dren had been received into the barracks; 
and by this means the officers became 
more accurately informed of their little 
tales of woe than they might otherwiſe _ 


| have been. Subſcriptions were raiſed for 
their preſent ſupport ; but to clothe ſuch 


a number, and create a permanent fund, 
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ſo as to enable them to look forward, with 
arly degree of probability, to the proſpect. 
of ſeeing their habitations erected on a. 
ſpot which was now a deſert waſte, re- 
gquired ſome conſideration ; many having 
declared their reſolution of na 
for America. 
The major of the regiment, who had 
ſerved there during the war, and who felt 
the true amor patriæ, lamenting this cir- 
cumſtance in the bittereſt terms, related 
the expedients which his brother othcers. 
at St. Auguſtine had fallen upon, for aſ- 
ſiting the families of the poor loyaliſts 
who had been driven thither, at the de- 
reliction of Charleſtown. by the Britiſh: 
k 2. 
troops: among the number was this, of 
turning tragedians in the cauſe of hu- 
manity, the profits ariſing from the per- 
formance being appropriated to the relief 
of theſe unhappy people. I,” ſaid he, 
© who could never recite ten lines in my 
life, took my part; for I became. one of. 
the mutes attending on the ſultan, 1 in the 


_— of Zara,” 
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This hint was no ſooner given, than the 
officers ſet about conſulting with eachother 
on the poſſibility of following ſo bright an 
example. Some time elapſed before the 
play could be determined on; and when 
that point was ſettled, the arrangement of 
parts was the next difficulty, none being 
found deſirous of takingthatof Old Norval. 

A gentleman, however, conſented to be 
a volunteer undertheir banner, rather than 
ſo good an intention ſhould be fruſtrated; 
though he declared himſelf ready to re- 
linquiſh his claim to applauſe, ſhould any 
other perſon offer to enter the liſts. The 
motives by which he was actuated, ſhould 
have ſhielded him from the ſhafts of criti- 
ciſm ; but as it is ſo much eaſier to ſpy de- 
fects in the work of an author, than to 
compoſe a better; ſo in this inſtance it 
gave leſs trouble to diſcover that Nature 
never intended Captain Lawſon for an ac- 
tor, than to find another poſſeſſed of equal 
good- nature, with ſuperior abilities. 

The receipts of the night were ſo great, 
| 9 j having given gold tickets) that the 
gn 
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gentlemen voluntarily offered to play an- 
ether night; planning it ſo, that families at 
a greater diſtance might be induced to at- 
tend. They were farther led to make this 
propoſal, by baving received an intimati- 
on froml a lady of ſome reſpectability in 
the theatrical line, that had ſhe been earlier 
appriſed of their intentions, ſhe would have 
taken a journey on purpoſe to perform 


her favorite part of Lady Randolph. 
J had invited Mr: Campbell to dine 


with me the following day, not only as I 
thought it a proper compliment to Dr. 
Belton, but becauſe it ever was my with to 
bring into notice young men of the deſcrip- 


tion he appeared to be. Miſs Hartley was 


engaged at the colonel's ; which circum- 
ſtance occaſioned no regret to Dr. Belton. 

The entertainment of the preceding 
evening, you will believe, formed a great 
part of our converſation ; and I was con- 
cerned to hear, that Captain Lawſon had 
declined acting any more, though if no 
other perſon was willing to repreſent the 
character he had played, he promiſed to 
read it; but as an actor he was determined 


never 
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never to tread the ſtage again. Mr. 


Campbell forbore to ſay what had occa- 


ſioned this reſolution: I could bowever 
eaſily perceive, it muſt have been taken 
in conſequence of the remarks of ſome 
of thoſe pert little things who : are the peſts 
of civiliſed ſociety. 

And what do you think the youth 
has beeen propoſing to me, madam,” ſaid 
Belton? Really, fir, I cannot pretend 
to divine!“ Nothing leſs than that I 
ſhould become his reputed fire, and con- 
tribute my quota to the benevolent cauſe 


in which heis engaged.” —* And why not, 


my good friend, if you can ſpare ſo much 
of your time as is neceffary between this 
and the next repreſentation ?—** Will 


yon promiſe to become my Lady Randolph. 


while I am rehearſing the part?“ —“ Cer- 


tainly,” replied I, laughingly. He then 


dropped on one knee, and with the tre- 
mulous yoice of an old man, began:— 


cc Heaven bleſs that countenance, ſo {ſweet 


and mild,” &c. aſtoniſhing my girls, who 
till now had never ſeen me in the habits of 


intimacy with anyman except Mr. Auſten; 
From 
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From the ſpecimen we received, it ap- 
peared Mr. Campbell was perfectly right 
in recommending this part to his friend. 
He had when at Edinburgh often heard 
him ray” Hub from Shakeſpeare, and 
other authors; knowing alſo his predilec- 
tion for this play of Mr. Home's, he en- 


tertained no doubt of his ſucceſs, parti- . 
cularly as he had (though in private) 


pointed out where Captain Lawſon prin- 
cipally erred ; which was in not having a 
proper idea of the extreme deference and 
reſpe& with which a perſon, ſituated as 
Old Norval was, would ,look up to ſuch 
a being as Lady Randolph muſt appear 
in his eyes. © In ſhort,” added Campbell, 
one mult be born a Scotſman, fully to 
comprehend the veneration which the ad- 
herents of the ancient families of Scotland 


entertain for their lords and ladies; —a 


relic of the feudal ſyſtem hardly known 
among their ſouthern neighbours.” 


Mits Hartley came home early, when 


my girls eagerly related the occurrences 


of the afternoon ; ſaying, that the next. 


performance of the play would be with- 
out 
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out a fault, Dr. Belton having conſented 
to take the part of Old Norval, which he 
appeared to be already maſter of, 

Lou forget, my dear Miſs - Went- 
worth,” anſwered hegaily, ** that I have 
not ' bargained for acquitting myſelf in 
the ſame manner when I loſe my Lady 
Randolph.” Miſs Hartley ſeenied dying 
with impatience to hear the whole ſtory : 
a ſerious look which I aſſumed checked 
the torrent of words ready to flow from 
her tongue. Expecting no relief while 
ſhe remained 1n the parlour, ſhe begged 
leave to retire, pleading a head-ach as an 
excuſe ; the ſignificant looks ſhe had 
given, being perfectly underſtood by her 
companions, they ſoon followed to give 
the wiſhed-for information. 
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CHAP: XXI. 


10 Il ft plus houteux de fe defier de ſes amis, que à en re 


tromtæe. RocHeFOUCAULT. 


Br thus freed from the whole party, 


Dr. Belton and I were left ete-a-ttte, at 
which he ſeemed not alittle elated, 

«© Will you pardon me, my dear ma- 
dam,“ ſaid he, drawing his chair near to 
the fire, (as if beginning to ſpend the 
evening comfortably,) “ for aſking why 
you have choſen Miſs Hartley to be the 
inmate of your houſe, and the companion 
of the Miſs Wentworths?“ -“ Aſſuredly, 
Sir; although the queſtion ſurpriſes me 
not a little.” 

I then briefly related Mr. Auſten's con- 
nection with her father, and the reaſons al- 
ready aſſigned fox her becoming a member 
of my houſcþbid ; adding, that I had 
hitherto had every reaſon to be pleaſed 


with her nduct, and truſted I ſhould 
have 
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have no cauſe to alter my opinion.“ — I 
hope ſo too; though I own from a ſurvey 
of her features, l am not diſpoſed to give 
her credit for all the good qualities you 
 fay ſhe poſſeſſes.” I perceive by your 
language you have become a phyſiog- 
nomiſt: take care, my good friend, that 
you do not ſtudy Lavater till you fritter 
away the enjoyments within your reach, 
and in order to diſplay your ſkill, make 
yourſelf an object. of diſlike, where you 
might conciliate regard. Can you, my 
dear madam,” exclaimed he, with ſome 
warmth, „believe me ſo weak? My 
motives for declaring my ſentiments thus 
freely reſpecting this young lady were 
of the pureſt kind. You have ſilenced 
me: be aſſured whatever talents I may 
poſſeſs for diſcerning the qualities of the 
heart and mind, by a ſtrict examination of 
the countenance, they ſhall never be ex- 
erted to the detriment. of any human 
being, unleſs I conceived much evilwould 
- enſue to an unſuſpecting character, whom 


I called my friend, which might be pre- 
vented 
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vented by a diſcloſure. I however ſhall 
never pretend to oppoſe vague conjecture 
to certain experience.” 

The night candles being brought in at 
this moment, | deſired the ſervant to ſhew 
the gentleman to his chamber, retiring to 
mine with my tranquility rather diſturbed 
by this young man, who certainly appear- 
ed in a different character to that in which 
] had been accuſtomed to view him. This 
wealth is a dangerous thing thought I; it 
converts ba/hful timidity into modeſt aſſurance. 
I had not been alrogether pleaſed with the 
theatrical eſſay of the afternoon ; though 
as to Lady Randolph and the ſpeech re- 
cited, there was not a word that could be 
conſtrued into the addreſs of a lover to 
his miſtreſs; yet in the expreſſion of his 
eyes when they met mine, there was 


ſomething nearly reſembling it: beſides, 


in the preſence of the young ſtranger and 
my daughters, 1n my 1dea there appeared 
a flippancy rather inconſiſtent with my 
general conduct, ſubmitting for a mo- 


ment to be conſidered in the light of an 


actreſs. From fo curlory a view to pre- 
tend 
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tend to be better acquainted with Miſs 
Hartley's propenſities than myſelf, who 
had ſuch ample opportunities for ſtudying 
them, ſeemed as if the gentleman was diſ- 
poſed to arrogate a ſuperioty in judgment, 
to which his years: by no means entitled 
him. Thele reflections determined me to 
be more reſerved in my manner when we 
met than 1 had hitherto been; and, if 
poſlible, in his preſence to be more kind 
than uſual to my ward, | 

At breakfaſt the ſubject of the play was 
again revived, I gave Miſs Hartley an 
openiug, that ſhe might deſcant on its 
merits, and that of the performers; which 
ſhe did in ſo judicious a manner, that I 


exulted in my own mind at the mortifica- 


tion of her aſperſor: my trivmph was, 
however, ſoon converted into pity; for on 
looking towards Belton, I found his air ſo 
dejected, ſo truly abatiu, I was compelled 
to pay him ſome attention, leſt the change 
ſhould excite obſervation, 

At the ſound of my voice his eye bright- 
ened; his whole frame ſeemed renovated; 
he beacame aſſiduous to pleaſe even Mils 
Hartly, by way of teſtifying his gratitude 


for 
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for my endeavouring to forget he had diſ- 
pleaſed me. In ſhort, I was ſoon con- 
vinced that little as I thought of the ſex, 
I had inſpired a ſerious attachment where 
I ſhould leaſt have expected it. I was, 
it is true, not paſt the age when women 


of any pretenſions to beauty expect the 


homage of men; but having, ſince the 
loſs of the only two objects who were ca- 
pable of inſpiring affection, preſerved a 
happy indifference for the ſex, I was leſs 
likely than others to imagine their regard 
for me proceeded from any other ſource 
than friendſhip: in one younger than my- 
ſelf I ſhould not have ſuppoſed the paſſion 
of love eaſily excited. In this inſtance, 
however, the capricious deity choſe not to 
be confined by common rules. 

Giving my gueſt very civil hints, that 
now he had found his old college com- 
panion, I ſhould no longer think it in- 
cumbent on me to furniſh entertainment 
for him in my houſe till the hour of dinner; 
I therefore reſumed my former morning 
occupations, . the young ladies retiring to 
theirs at the ſame time I did to mine. An 

| aſſembly 
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aſſembly taking place the following even- 
ing, the doctor of courſe eſcorted us this - 
ther, and danced with Clara, though he 
ſeemed but little at home at the meeting. 
I had the next day a party in my own 
houſe to dinner; and endeavoured by every 
means in my power to pay him general 
attentions, without reſuming thoſe- con- 
fidential converſations, which, in former 


times, we had beerrin the habit of holding. 
„mini 96S 4,9... 


On the night fixed for the ſecond repre- 
ſentation of Douglas, we repaired, accord- 
ing to appointment, to the theatre; where, 
after the company were aſſembled, pre- 
vious to the drawing up of the curtain, we 
were agreeably ſurpriſed by the entrance 
of Young Norval, who ſpoke a poetical ad- 
dreſs, written by himſelf; thanking the 
audience for their former lenity to him, 
beſpeakang their indulgence. to his un- 
fledged muſe, which had been invoked 
on this occaſion, in order to give confi- 
dence to a friend, who for the firſt time 
wore the buſkin, to which he had been 
induced from , in his profeſſional 


capacity, 
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capacity, witneſſed the ſufferings of thoſe 
Who, by their bounty, were now taught to 
prize an exiſtence, which before had no 
charms for them. The plaudits were uni- 
verſal: as none but our ſet knew who the 
new Norval was, their expectations were 


kept on tip-toe till the third act, when he 


made his entre. 

The lady who had before offered to 
play the heroine now evinced her ſincerity, 
She came from London purpoſely to join 
them; which tended to keep up an inte- 
reſt that her predeceſſor in the part failed 
to excite. Belton's being, in ſome de- 
gree, the novelty of the evening, was, with- 
out doubt, one cauſe of the approbation 
with which he was crowned; though J 
mult confeſs, I do not recollect to have 
ſeen the character ſo well repreſented at 
either of the winter theatres. Few of the 
audience could be induced to believe him 
ſo young aman as we deſcribed him to be; 
and when he joined us at the end of 
the performance, overpowered him with 
thanks for the entertainment he had at- 
forded them, 
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As a compliment to the officers who 
had exerted themſelves ſo ſucceſsfully for 
the children of affliction, a ſupper had 
been ordered by the gentlemen of the 


neighbourhood; and the band of muſic 


that had played between the acts, being 
in the houſe, a dance was ſtruck up, to 
the no ſmall ſatisfaction of the young peo- 
ple, who enjoy an unexpected amuſement. 
of this kind much more than a regular 
ball. Dr. Belton excuted himſelf from 
joining in more than one dance, for the 
purpole, as it appeared, of converſing with 
me, in order to inform me that he intended 
ſetting out tor the metropolis the next 
day, where he had reſolved for the future 
to fix his permanent reſidence. 

Lou once, madam,” laid he, ſighing, 
«© deigned to take a lively intereſt in my 
eſtabliſhment; and I flattered myſelf, in 
paying a viſit to Merton Place, to have 
benefited by your good counſel : but you 
have loſt (for me at leaſt) that active be- 
nevolence which uſed to be the predo- 
minant feature in your character. —**.A 
commerce with che world, as a woman of 

ö | buſineſs, 
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buſineſs, Mr. Belton, ſoon blunts our feel- 


ings, and teaches us to concentrate to one 
point thoſe exertions which were frequent- 
ly called forth for others. However, be aſ- 
ſured, if you ſtood in need of my advice or 
aſſiſtance, in any ſhape whatever, you 
would ſoon find me as zealous as before I 
experienced thecoldneſs of caſual connex1- 
on.“ Never did I need it more. Teach 
me how to ſupport your contempt, and 
the ſeparation that is ſo ſoon to take place, 
without my having the power of convinc- 
ing you that I do not deſerve it.“ 

At that inſtant Miſs Hartley and Cap- 
tain Rooke joined us, requeſting to know 
whether I would permit my daughters 
and herſelf to begin another dance, as the 
hour I had fixed for leaving the company 
was near at hand. Fearing they might 
take cold in going out of the heated room, 
if again put in motion, I requeſted them 
to be in readineſs to depart, giving my 
hand to Dr. Belton, deſiring Miſs Hart- 
ley to lead us to the ſpot where my girls 
were. This mark of condeſcenſion ſerved 
to diſpel the gloom which overhung the 
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young man's brow, and, in a great mea- 
ſure, induced him to forgive Miſs Hart- 
ley, who certainly had left the dancers 
from no other motive than a deſire to in- 
terrupt our converſation; bearingin mind, 
as ſhe doubtleſs did, the gentleman's gal- 
lantry to me on former occaſions. On 
Joining my daughters I found them little 
deſirous of prolonging their ſtay; and 
being much fatigued, we ſoon OP 
for Merton Place. 


On my entrance into the breakfaſt- par- 
lour, in the morning, I found it occupied 
by Dr. Belton, the girls not having made 


-their appearance, as uſual, owing to the 


late hours of the-preceding night. 

I accoſted him more familiarly than I 
had done ſince the night of my quitting 
bim ſoabruptly, requeſting to know if he 
could be prevailed upon to give us an- 
other day, unleſs he had an appointment 
on buſineſs which demanded immediate 


attention. 
Do you believe, my dear madam, 


me 
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me relinquiſh your ſociety, if I did not 
conceive, that by doing ſo, I ſhould free 
you from the painful taſk of ſhewing ci- 
vility to one whom you no longer eſteem?” 
* Why ſhould you judge ſo unfavour- 
ably of your own merit, Mr. Belton? Be- 
lieve me I ſhall never ceaſe to regard you, 
and ſhall fincerely rejoice at having the 
power of promoting your happineſs :—- 
friends we have ever been; if we do not 
continue ſo it mult be your fault, not mine. 
—* Let us remain fo then,” he eagerly 
replied ; more I will not aſk: ſuffer me, 
at leaſt, to depart with this pledge of your 
forgiveneſs,” taking my hand, which he 
carried to his lips. 

* May I be indulged with the aſſur- 
ance that a written account of my pro- 
ceedings on entering the capital will not 
excite diſpleaſure.“ 

* On the contrary, I ſhall confi der it 
as an additional ſurety for the duration of 
our friendſhip.“ 

Vou will anſwer me, perhaps?” 

Give me a ſpecimen of your talents 
as a correſpondent,” faid I, ** before you 


E 2 think' 
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think of fettering me by a promiſe of that 
kind. I aſſure you I ſhall expect a great 
deal of entertainment from you; for mere 
letters of buſineſs I receive fo often that I 


am almoſt tired of putting pen to paper 


to anſwer them. You muſt furniſh me 
with literary intelligence: in ſhort, I know 


not what demands I may make upon your 


good nature. If you comply with them, 
I muſt tranſmit my thanks—if you do 


not, why, I ſhall be tempted to ſcold 


you; fo, at any rate, you run a riſk of 
paying poſtage for a ſheet from me: how- 
ever, let me pour out your chocolate, leſt 
the chaiſe ſhould come before you have 
breakfaſted.” He gazed at me with that 
filent kind of admiration, while ſpeaking 
the laſt ſentence, that he hardly perceived 


the groupe of females who then entered 


the room, till their ſalutation of good 
morning” awakened him from his reverie, 


and compelled him to an exertion of po- 


liteneſs that had nearly made him over- 
ſet the tea-urn, which was placed near 
the part of the table upon which he was 
_— 
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The ladies had the converſation to 
themſelves, neither of us being diſpoſed to 
interrupt their volubility. The arrival of 
the expected carriage, and the entrance off 
Mr. Campbell, rouzed us both. I found 
the young lieutenant had obtained permiſ- 
ſion to accompany his friend to the capital, 
and that he anticipated no ſmall degree of 
pleaſure from the journey, expecting to 
meet his mother and ſiſters there, one of 
the latter having lately married a nabob 
from the eaſt, and had repaired to that 
mart of pleaſure and gaiety for the firſt 
time in her life, eager to diſplay her jewels 
and her fine equipage; which were all the 
obtained in return for wedding a debili- 
tated. being, who, confiding in the weight 
of his purſe, had ventured to lay ſiege to 
one of the beauties of the north coun- 
trie, whoſe mother urged her fair, and 
her Jamie at the ſea, 1n order to drown re- 
flection, was now likely to become a 
compleat modern wife. | 

The. tear ſeemed ready to ſtart in the 
young man's eye while he talked of this 


ſiſter. Had I been in Argyleſhire at 


bes the 
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the time,” added he, this marriage 
could not have taken place. I go to con- 
gratulate her, tis true, and to be intro- 
1 duced to my brother-in-law ; but I alſo 
1 ſhall explain to my deat Matilda the line 
111 of conduct it is now incumbent on her to 
FF purſue. Her lover was my intimate friend; 
15 therefore from me ſhe will doubtleſs ex- 
T pett a ſevere reproof for her inconſtancy, 
i= In this ſhe will be miſtaken ; recriminati- 
'F ons are always uſeleſs, and wade tend to ir 
ritate the feelings of the party to whom 
they are directed To a wound but juſt 
cloſed ſhould we apply a corroſive? ra- 
| ther ſhall I undertake to acquaint my 
=_—_ - friend with the cruel combination of cir- 
1 cumſtances that led to the neceſſity of 
1 this ſacrifice. ** Ah! Mrs. Wentworth,” 
1 he exclaimed, why are not all mothers 
1 | like you ?. their children might then be 
' happy: a love of diſſipation, and a taſte 
for profuſion, have been the rocks on 
which mine has wrecked her happineſs; 
my father's eſtate might otherwiſe have 
been unincumbered, and my fifters—T 


muſt ſay no more, I know that you are 
too 
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too generous to take advantage of what I 


have uttered. Were you to become ac- 


quainted wich my mother, you would feel 
inclined to forget her failings, when you 
perceived them to proceed from a miſ- 
taken notion that ſhe would contribute 
to the comforts of her family by thoſe 
very actions that have involved them in 
ruin,” 

This intereſting communication from 
the young Caledonian took place while 
he rambled with me to view ſome im- 
provements I had lately made in my 
grounds. The two friends ſoon took their 
leave; the elder one doubting whether he 
had loft footing or gained a ſtep in my 
favour during thi this ſhort ſtay in my family. 
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CHAP. XXI. 


PF 
But who is ſhe, the gen'ral gaze | 
« Of fighirg crowds, the world's amaze, 
«« Who looks forth as the bluſhing morn 
On mountains of the eaſt new- born, 
Is it not Matilda fair?“ 
HAM1L'TON, 


As the (| pring advanced, I felt more ſe- 


verely the loſs of Alicia, who had been 
my conſtant companion in my rambles 
among my poorer neighbours. 
Clara purſued her muſic with uncom- 
mon diligence; and Emily ſtudied the 
ſiſter art, painting, with great ſucceſs, 
drawing and colouring flowers from Na- 
ture with exquiſite delicacy. Miſs Hart- 
ley continued to give them both inſtruc- 
tions on the harpſichord, while Emily, in 
return, undertook to communicate to 
her ſome hints reſpecting her favourite 
art, that lady having been taught draw- 
ing at ſchool, but had paid little attention 
to it for ſome years. Seeing them thus em- 
ployed, I had little inclination to break in 
| | upon 
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upon the trio; conſequently during the 
mornings, they were left in full IA 
of their time. 

Not long after the 3 of Mr. 
Campbell, the regiment was removed in- 
to another county, with ſome probability 
of their being ordered to the Weſt Indies. 
For the firſt time I began to view Miſs 
Hartley in leſs amiable colours than I had 
hitherto done. The little concern ſhe ex- 
preſſed. at parting from her friends the 
Rookes, with whom ſhe had, for ſo long 
a time, lived in habits of intimacy, ſeem- 
ed to me rather unnatural. 
If ſhe really felt attached to the young 
man who had been the means of procur- 
ing her the notice of his family, reſerve 
on this ſubject was commendable; yet 
her manner muſt have diſcovered the ſtate 
of ber mind in ſpite of al her efforts to 
conceal it. On, tke contrary, the day the 
officers took their leave, ſhe appeared in 
the ſame ſtate of health and ſpirits as uſual; 
wore at table no air of difrait, though it 
was that on which ſhe uſually dined at the 
colonel's;. and when Emily, in the full- 

E 5 neſs 
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_ neſs of her heart, hoped it was not true 
that they were likely to be ſent abroad, 
Miſs Hartley ſtill was apathy itſelf. 

“As it is not now the ſeaſon of war, 
my dear,” replied I, e, who are un- 
connected with the gentlemen, have little 

to regret on their account, being, at all 
events, deprived of the pieaſure of their 
fociety ; their families will likewiſe ſuffer 
leſs at the idea of a ſeparation, there being 
little riſt but from the climate, and that 
to temperate people is trifling ; yet where 
the heart is intereſted danger is magnift- 
ed; and I think the wife of a failor or ſol- 
dier (unleſs a family of children ties her 
to one ſpot) ought to take up her knap- 
ſack and follow her huſband the world 
over, where her preſence is not likely to 
enervate him, which in time of peace is 
not probablc: on the contrary, their being 
together might connr: 2x good habits, and 
tend to deſtroy pernicious ones, if any 
ſuch had been contracted.” 
1 While delivering theſe ſentiments I 
1 watched Miſs Hartley: in vain did I ſeek 


[4 in her charming cc countenance for the glow 
Wi _ | 1 | of 


e 
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_ of ſenſibility, and the modeſt approbation 


which I believed would have been lurking 
there, fearing to diſplay itſelf in words; 
all was cloſe, the eye as guarded as the 


tongue. I was foftened, ſo were my daugh- - 
ters; they recolleFed, or at leaſt fancied 
that they did, the day on which their 


father and myſelf quitted Clarmont for 
London; — I was obliged to retire to my 


cloſet to give vent to thoſe effuſions of 


the ſoul which their preſence reſtrained. 
9 :..0. 0. S-2& $ j6.Y 


In reflecting on Miſs Hartley's beha- 
viour I traced a degree of art that ſeem- 


ed altogether incompatible with the na- 


tive ſimplicity and extreme diffidence of 
her own abilities, which at firſt view ap- 
| peared to be the ſtriking features of. her 


character, 


Her refuſing to ſee Captain Rooke in 
my houle, that ſhe might adhere to a 
promiſe made to people with whom ſhe 
no longer held any. communication, and 


who certainly, if her ſtatement of mat- 
ters was juſt, had no claim upon her gra- 
titude, was truly ridiculous. In a girl of 

66 eighteen, 
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eighteen, full of romantic notions of 


friendſhip, ſo punctilious an obſervance 
of her own declarations might not appear 


Inconſiſtent : but this lady of twenty-five 


was certainlyinfluenced by other motives: 
her unwillingneſs to accept the civility of 
her lover's family might be traced to a 
defire of enhancing her conſequence in 
their eyes; this alſo moſt likely governed 


her in the firſt inſtance. There were yet 


other reaſons why ſhe wiſhed to keep the 
gentleman from my houſe—my daughters 
might rival her in his attentions, as She 
had done her friend: beſides, if that in- 


tercourſe between the families had taken 


place, which-would naturally have follow- 
ed my waiting upon Mrs, Rooke, all her 
ſuperiority of intelligence would have been 
done away. In the way ſhe managed mat- 
ters, Clara and Emily moſt eagerly anti- 
cipated her return from the colonel's; and 
reckoned on the ſtores of amuſement ſhe 
would procure there, as a certain relief to 
the ſtill life which reigned at home. 
Though I little imagined I was har. 
bouring a * I had good reaſon to 
believe 
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believe Miſs Hartley to be a finiſhed one; 


and that I was moſt terribly in her way in 
engroſſing Dr. Belton's attentions. Un- 
touched as her heart was, {till to become 
a member of ſo reſpectable a family as 
Colonel Rooke's, with the approbation 
of all parties, was a point of conſiderable 
importance, and no means were to be left 
untried that could accelerate it. The fri- 
gidity which at times ſhe diſplayed to her 
lover might convince him of her indiffer- 
ence, and poſſibly damp his ardour; along 
with his thus experiencing her inſenſibili- 
ty, had her charms made any impreſſion 
on Dr. Belton, a man perfectly indepen- 
dent in fortune, and to be conſidered a 
defirable match for any young woman not 
otherwiſe engaged, there would have been 
a powerful ſtimulative for the friends of 
Captain Rooke to come forward and de- 
clare in explicit terms what their intenti- 
ons were. While there appeared no rival 
it was likely the family would quit the 
neighbourhood, leaving her in the ſame 
k uncertainty ſhe was whea they entered it: 

whatever her lover's wiſhes might be, ſhe 
well 
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well knew he could make no propoſal of 
himmſelf, his ſucceſs in life depending, in 
a great meaſure, on his ſecuring the pro- 
tection and countenance of his brother.. 
Much as the colonel and his wife appeared 
to admire Miſs Hartley, ſhe had too 


thorough a knowledge of human nature 


not to be convinced that many of her at- 


tractions aroſe from the reſpectable ſituati- 
on in which ſhe was placed; and that her 


being in the ſtyle ſhe was in my family, 
gave a degree of credibility to the report 
of her fortune; ſome good - natured friend 


having ſaid, that from her brother's miſ- 
conduct, her father had cut him off with a. 
| 2 annuity, leaving ber heireſs of all 


is poſſeſſions. 

This inſight into Miſs Hartley's cha- 
racter was not acquired in the retiring 
into my cloſet to indulge my meditations; 


nor do l know that it is rightly placed in 


this part of my narrative; for not till 
ſome months after did I penetrate the veil, 
with which ſhe had the _ dexterity to 


ſhroud herſelf. 


„ 


ws | 


A DOMESTIC TALE. $7 
The next morning's poſt brought the fol 
lowing letter from Dr. Belton: | 


* Dare I preſume to hope that the per- 
miſſion granted by you, my ineſtimable 


and long-adored monitreſs, was not ex- 


torted or given merely to rid yourſelf of 
importunity? So delightful, however, do 
I conſider the privilege of addreſſing you 
by the title of friend and correſpondent, that 
I will no longer ſeek to penetrate into the 
motives which prompted you to allow it, 

Our journey to the metropolis had 
no incident ro adorn it; yet we were both 
ſuch agreeable poſt-chaiſe companions as not 
to find it neceſſary to have recoutſe to any 
expedients, ſuch as counting mile- ſtones, 
&c. for beguiling the time. On our ar- 
rival in Jermyn-itreet, where I have taken 
up my reſidence for the preſent year, I 
found, along with the cards of Mrs. Camp- 
bell and her daughters, who had called that 


morning in the hope of meeting Campbell, 


an invitation to dine en famille with their 
brother the following day at the houſe of 


Mr. Malcolm in Harley- ſtreet. Myfellow. 
traveller 
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traveller was eager to embrace his family; 
he therefore bent his way thither, carrying 
along with him niy aſſent to the requeſted 
-meeting of the following day. . As you 
have been in ſome degree introduced to 
the perſonages which compole our young 
ſoldier's family, I preſume, my dear ma- 
dam, a farther account of them will not 
be diſpleaſing, particularly as I have not 
yet been able to procure any literary in- 
telligence ſuperior to that which the pe- 
riodical publications furniſh, and which I 
know are regularly tranſmitted to you. 

Until the next morning at breakfaſt 
my companion and I hardly exchanged ten 
words. I then aſked if he had been pre- 
fented to his new relation.“ Yes;” after 
a long pauſe, 5 I have.” —* And what 
think you of him?”—** Very little: I am 
abſorbed by other conſiderations. When 
you ſee his wife, you will ſay Matilda me- 
rited a better fate ; ſhe is lovely beyond 
my expectations: the two years I have 
been abſent from her has improved her 
beauty wonderfully. But alas! ſhe is ſo 
infected by the company ſhe keeps; talks 
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of playing high, operas, concerts, and balls, 
with all the volubility of one who had 
never known another ſcene; while my 
mother, who ſhould ſtem this torrent, 
aſſiſts her in finding new objects for ſquan- 
dering away the immenſe ſums with which 
the prodigality of Mr. Malcolm furniſhes 
her. Her heart, however, is yet uncon- 
taminated: ſhe ſhed bitter tears when ſhe 
firſt preſſed me to her boſom, and I be- 
lieve exerted herſelf in converſation to 
check thoſe recollections which the ſight 
of me had awakened: ſhe appeared 
pleaſed at the 1dea of your being an at- 
tendant on her parties. In reply to this I 
laid, that though a young man, you were 
very ſelect in the choice of youraſſociates; 
and her's, if | might judge from her lan- 
guage, were not the moſt defirable ones, 
ef he is your friend, Herbert,“ ſaid 
ſhe, with energy, he will, on that very 
account, become my conſtant viſitor: |} 
am ſurrounded by paraſites and flatterers; 
be might dare to uſe the language of ſin- 
cerity.” I graſped her hand, to ſhew that 


felt for her all that a brother ought, and 
| that 
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that I wiſhed it*'were in my own power to 
aſſume the office of monitor, ſo danger- 
ous in the hands of any other perſon, fave 
one of her own ſex.—** After this day, tell 
me if you do not ſhrink from the taſk im- 
poſed; remember, if you do not, you muſt 
emulate the example of Scipio, for the 
danger is nearly equal, and you have not 
bis reſource in flight.“ —laflured him I was 
fortified by the ſentiments I entertained 
for one of the firſt women; and that I 
ſhould have great pleaſure in contributing 
tothe happineſs of his ſiſter by my advice, 
or any other exertion of friendſhip within. 


the compaſs of my ability to offer. 


On dur arrival in Harley Street, we 


were uſhered into the room where Mrs. 
and Miſs Campbell were ready to receive 
us. The ſenior lady has ſtill the appear- 
ance of a fine woman: her daughter is 
both amiable and ſenſible; or her counte- 


Nance is a truant (forgive my preſump- 


tion, after the ſevere rebuff I received. 
from you); ſhe is alſo bandſome, but in- 


clined to the penſeroſo. Aſter a little time 


1 nico cant her entree; grace, 
vivacity, 
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vivacity, and lovelineſs, in every feature 
and motion. Much as her brother had 
praiſed her beauty, I was awed by con- 
remplating it; nor did I any longer heſi- 
tate in joining with him, for her own fake, 
in a wiſh to preſerve her, it poſſible, from 
the vortex of vice and. folly, into which it 
was likely, from concurring cauſes, the 
gay and diſſipated of both ſexes would de- 
light to plunge her. There was, notwith- 
ſtanding her gay, diſengaged manner, a 
correctneſs in her look and converſation 
that repreſſed the leaſt approach to fami- 
liarity: this ſuperiority would be acknow- 
ledged by thoſe who poſſeſſed it not them- 
ſelves with no other ſenſation than that 
which Satan felt, as deſcribed by Milton 


« Saw Virtue in its own ſhape—how lovely ! 
% Saw, and pined his loſs;“ 


yer, with no refolution of ſeeking to re- 
trieve his former rank among the angels; 
but rather a derermination to bring others 
to his own level. | 
* Picture to yourfelf a diminutive, 
conſequential creature, expecting homage 
from all but men of rank and title, to 
whom 
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whom he pays that tribute he demands 
from others, and you will have formed 
ſome 1dea of the huſband of Mrs. Mal- 
colm. 

« At dinner our party was not en- 
larged; the converſation was ſpirited and 
hvely on the part of our hoſteſs, who did 
the honors of the table with an caſe pe- 
culiar to herſelf; Mr. Malcolm endea. 
vouring to relax from his uſual ſtatelineſs, 
in order to pleaſe his wife, by paying at- 
tention to her brother and his friend, 
though in the act he diſplayed to ug very 
forcibly how much he conſidered himſelf 
our ſuperior. When we withdrew to the 
drawing room we found the ladies had an 
addition to their ſociety; though this not 
being one of Mrs. Malcolm's nights for 


receiving company, the number of viſitors 


was inconſiderable. Among the groupe 
was Major Malcolm, a firſt couſin of the 
nabob's, who, previous to his marriage, 
had been conſidered the preſumptive heir 
to his relation's fortune. Though a good 
deal mortified, no doubt, by this unex- 


pected event, he appeared to pay uncom - 


mon 
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mon attention to his couſin Matilda. After 
every ,other perſon had taken their leave, 
this gentleman propoſed our adjourning to 
Ranelagh, which being perfe&ly agree- 
able to all parties, we were ſoon whirled 
thither. Mrs. Malcolm permitted me to 
lead her into the rotunda, and then laying 
her hand upon the arm of her brother, left 
the major no other reſource but to attach 
himſelf to Mrs. and Miſs Campbell; Mr. 
Malcolm having declined accompanying 
us, theſe ladies would otherwiſe have been 
left without a beau. 

* The admiration our fair charge ex- 
cited amid a crowd of beauties, was a con- 
vincing proof that her brother's fears were 
not awakened without ſufficient cauſe. His 
reſemblance to the family ſoon declared 
the right he had to prevent the approach 
of the idle throng, who waited for an 
opportunity to addreſs her: who I was, 
whom ſhe honoured ſo much, could not 
as eaſily be aſcertained. Politeneſs re- 
quiring that I ſhould pay ſome attention 
to the mother of my friend, I refigned my 


”"—_ which was filled before the major 
; could, 
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could, with any decency, quit the ſide of 
Miſs Campbell, with whom, when I joined 
the trio, he was in deep diſcourſe. We 
ſaid but a little while longer, Mrs. Mal- 
colm complaining of fatigue. Putting 
the ladies under the care of their uſual 
ceciſbio, the major, we walked to Jermyn- 
ſtreet, enjoying, as we came along, the 
beauties of a fine May morning, and the 
haggard looks of the votaries of diſſipa- 
tion, whoſe countenances peering out of 
the carriages en paſſant, bore little reſem- 
blance to the human face divine ; the heat 
and duſt of the room having occaſioned 
ſome of the ladies complexions to take a 
very different hue from that which the 
venders of coſmetics promiſe to the fair 
purchaſers. of their wares. | 

] have, ſince this evening, frequently 
accompanied the lieutenant to his ſiſter's; 
ſhe receives me with the ſame condeſcen- 
ſion as at firſt, requeſting me, with the 


maoſt enchanting naiveté, not to forſake 


her when her brother ſets off for Portſ- 
mouth; Mr. Malcolm having, by his in- 
tereſt, got him exchanged into another 

| corps 
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corps now at Gibraltar, In future, there. 
fore, we may ſalute him by the appellation 
of Captain; a promotion which, J am 
confident, all his friends in your vicinity 
will rejoice to hear of. 

Suffer me, my dear Mrs. Wentworth, 
to hope that you do not find my details 
altogether unintereſting, and that I ſhall 
ſhortly have the pleaſure of receiving, 
from your own hands, an aſſuranceof your 
health. Convinced that the countenance 
I received from you at an early period of 
my life has made me what I am, and that 
without your kind interference my family 
would ſtill have been ſtruggling with ad- 
verſe fortune, is it to be wondered at that 
I ſhould ſeek to devote the remainder of 
it to your ſervice. What. would I ſay 
that I ever ſhall be, with unfeigned reſpe& 


and unceaſing regard, 
„ Your moſt faithful ſervant, 


*© ROBERT BELTON, 
Jermyn- ſtreet, May 18, 178—,” 


I do not doubt, my dear Miſs Middle- 


ton, your feeling as lively an intereſt for 
the 


. 5 | ' 
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the faſcinating Mrs. Malcolm, as I did on ö 
the peruſal of Dr. Belton's epiſtle; many 
tears has ſhe fince drawn from my eyes. 
' You will believe in my anſwer I exhorted 
him to continue the courſe he had begun; 
but not to place too much reliance on his 
own ſtrength : I alſo requeſted to know 
the name and deſignation of the lady's 
lover, and thoſe diſtreſſing circumſtances 
that had induced ſuch a woman to break 
her engagement, and make a lJoveleſs, 
Joyleſs vow. | 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


The courſe of true love never did run ſmooth ; 
« Or, if there were a ſympathy in choice, 

«© War, death, or ſickneſs, did lay fiege to it, 
« Making it momentary as a ſound.” 


SHAKESPEARE, 


F ROM TefleCtions of this nature I was 
.  Touzed by being told, that a ſtranger of 
a rough appearance demanded to ſee me, 
refuſing to tell his name or buſineſs. Fol- 
lowing my ſervant down ſtairs, I was 
accoſted by the perſon in the hall, who 
preſented a Etter, which he ſaid would 
explain the nature of his errand, and in- 
duce me to grant him a private audience. 
The ſignature of James Hartley ſurpriſed 
me. I ran over the contents in a curſory 
manner, requeſting the bearer might be 
uſhered into the library, whither J imme- 
diately followed him. I found this ill- 
fated miſguided young man had lain a 
conſiderable time in the King's Bench 
priſon, unpitied by his friends, who would 
rather have raiſed a ſubſcription to keep 
VOL, 11 "OY him 
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Him there, to prevent any diſhonor that 
might be attached to them by his conduct, 
than by any exertion of theirs induce his 
creditors to ſet him free. He had con- 
trived, however, by his plauſibility and 
apparent oppenneſs, to intereſt one of thoſe 
benevolent beings, who delight in ex- 
ploring the haunts of miſery, and ſetting 
the priſon doors open to thoſe who appear 
deſirous of getting their livlihood by ho- 
neſt induſtry, from which, while inhabi- 
tants of ſuch places, they are excluded. 
Hartley, by his ſtyle of writing, would 
have made me his friend, if I had not 
been foftified againſt his miſrepreſentati- 
ons, by a ſtatement of facts I had received 
from his relation Mr. Filmer, whole viſit 
to Merton Place I formerly mentioned. 
The purport of his addreſs to me was to 
requeſt my aſſiſtance in raiſing a ſum, 
which was neceſſary to be advanced in 
addition to what had been promiſed by his 
new found friend, who had alſo got him 
appointed lieutenant of a frigate bound 
for the Weſt Indies, and who, I imagine, 


would, lan the ame kindneſs, have paid 
every 
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every ſhilling of the compoſition accepted 
by thoſe to whom he was indebted, if he 
had not wiſhed, by this means, to aſcer— 
tain the eftiimadon in which the young 
ſailor was held by his own connections. 


Mr. Auſten having the management of 
his father's affairs, and not being on the 
{pot to give him aid, was the excuſe for 
an application to me; being confident, as 
Hartley added, that I ran no riſk in oblig- 


ing him, when deſerted by thoſe on whom 


he had ſtrong claims, but whoſe cruel 
treatment had almoſt driven him to deſ- 


pair; for immediately on my aſſent being 


given, 1 ſhould be ſecured by his order 
on my ſon-in-law, for the amount of the 
pecuniary loan granted, which ſhould be 
repaid out of the firſt produce of the eſ- 
tate; and by the fleet then hourly expect- 


ed, large conſignments of indigo and 


cochineal were known to have been ſhip- 
ped on chat account. 
explained to the perſon who brought 
the letter, that I had no further connexion 
with Mr. Hartley's family than merely 
having his ſiſter on a viſit in my houſe; 
1 that 


100 THE STEP MOTHER: 


that in conſequence of the communication 
J had received, I ſhould write to Mr. Au- 
ſten, requeſting his interference in his be- 
half; and I had no doubt, that whatever 
Could be done, without injuring the pro- 
perty of Miſs Hartley, who was under his 
immediate care, he would be ready and 
willing to do; and that, .on recerving his 
orders, I ſhould with pleaſure advance 
whatever ſum might by him be deemed 
requiſite ; but of myſelf could not pretend 
to render him any ſervice, incompetent 
as I was to decide on the claim-he had 
upon the property left by his father. In 
the interim, ſhould he, by any other ex- 
pedient, be liberated, I ſhould be happy to 
hear further from him, leſt reports might 
be circulated to his ditadvantage, and 
reach the ears of his ſiſter, who, J hoped, 
would. not be made acquainted with his 
diſtreſſes. 8 

«You need not give yourſelf much 
trouble about that, madam,” ſaid he; 
for to my certain knowledge, Maſter 
Hartley has written three letters to his 


ſiſter within this month, requeſting her to 
ſpeak 
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fpeak to you: to which ſhe has returned "YN 

no other anſwer, than that he muſt be 1 
ſatisfied till Mr. Auſten's return; for ſhe 
could not enter into his affairs.“ 

„ And pray, fir, where were theſe let- 
ters addreſſed? “ To the care of one 
Miſs. Snelcroft. That was why the young 
gem'man got me to come down to you, 
fearing totruſtthe poſt; for who knows,” 
ſays he, but that ſiſter of mine may ſtop 
the letter, ſeeing my hand writing ;” and 
beſides, we did not know, ma'am, the 
place where you lived; only ſuppoſed it 
might be near this ſame Miſs Snelcroft, to 
whoſe houſe her letters were directed.“ 
And was it there you obtained my ad- 
dreſs?” “ Yes, ma' am; though I did not 
ſay who ſent me, or where I came from.” 

I was ſorry 1 could do no more than 
give the meſſenger a trifle for his aſſiduity 
and attention to the cauſe he had under- 
taken; though you will believe, when I 
went into the tea room, my ideas of Muſs 
Hartley were very different from thoſe I 
had formerly entertained, 
She looked uncommonly intereſting; was 
; F 3 more 
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more aſſiduous to pleaſe than ever; yet 
appeared to be labouring under ſome de- 
jection of ſpirits, which ſhe in vain ſought 
to conquer. I was then angry with myſelf 
for having, for a moment, believed her 
_ capable of acting wrong; imputing to ex- 
treme delicacy her not acquainting her bro- 
ther with my place of reſidence, as fearing, 
from paſt experience, he might be trouble- * 
ſome; which the plan he had adopted for 
finding me out had ſhewn to be juſtly 
founded. 

I went ſo far back as to accuſe myſelf 
for having cenſured her, even in thought, 
for her guarded behaviour on the depart- 
ure of the Rookes; believing, that at that 

time ſhe was fo much abſorbed by her 
- brother's unhappy ſituation, which ſhe 
had not the power of meliorating,asto leave 
no room for dwelling on other objects. 

Toa generous mind there is no ſenſation 
more truly painful, than that which is 
occaſioned by a conviction of having de- 
tracted from a perſon's merit, when on a 
minute obſervation we are compelled to 
give them praiſe for thoſe very actions 
| + which 
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which we had before deemed reprehenſi4 
ble. Miſs Hartley, it is true, was not privy 


to theſe revolutions in my opinion: I 1 
could not, however, help ſtriving to re- 
double my attentions, by way of expia- * 
ting, in my own eyes, my offences againſt | 
her. A ſecond letter from Dr. Belton 8 
turned my thoughts into a new channel. 4 

*« You fee, my dear madam, how dan- - Z 


gerous a thing 1s approbation. Already 
am I diſpoſed to obey your commands 
reſpecting the private hiſtory of the family 
am now moſt intimate with; though 


probably a month or two hence was as 1 
early a period as you had fixed in your | 
own mind for the communication. # 

* The bond which unites me to the k 
family of Malcolm is in ſome meaſure un- 9 
knit, by the departure of Captain Camp- 3 


bell, who left us for Gibraltar a few days 
ago. His ſiſter is as bewitching as ever; | 
and, I flatter myſelf, not ſo much a vo- i 
tary of diſſipation as when we firſt met. 
The blood of Argyle, which flows in her 
veins, will, I truſt, ceaſe to circulate, ere * 
1 mE- 
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ſtock from whence ſhe ſprung 

Her marriage with Mr. Malcolm 
was entered into in order to, reſcue her 
family from impending ruin. An early 


ſhe commits any act ung, | the 


attachment you have heard hinted at: the 


gallarit youth who excited it is now 


- -Ploughing the main, 


„Still in hopes, when danger” s o'er, 
« To anchor on his native ſhore.” “ 


Without his Matilda, all countries will be 


alike to him, excepting the ſpot which 


witneſſed their mutual love; conſequently 


that hope will never be realized. 


- *© This gentleman is a deſcendant of one 
of the adherents of the unfortunate Houſe 


of Stuart, whoſe poſſeſſions were attainted 


in the rebellion of forty- five, and who loſt 
his life fighting by the ſide of him whom 
he believed his rightful ſovereign; by that 


means avoided the block—a fate which 


would certainly have awaited him, had he 

been taken alive on the field of battle. 
„The father of our preſent hero had 

been long reſident in France, when the 


. known clemency of his preſent majeſty 


prompted 
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prompted him to return to Scotland, and 
take a wife from among his own connec- 
tions, who died ſoon after the birth of 
Allan, | | 

Mr Montgomery being more a 
Frenchman than a Scotchman, (his chief 
means of ſupport ariſing from a penſion 


from the court of Louis) ſoon returned 


to France with his infant ſon, where he 
received his education, and continyed 
till fifteen years old.; at which time his 
father dying, his mother's relations ſent 
for him : determining that he ſhould be- 
come a true ſubje&t of the Houle of 
Brunſwick, they in his name relinquiſhed 
the penſion, the retaining of which would 
have incapacitated him from holding a 
commiſſion in his majeſty's ſervice. 
< It ſo happened, that Herbert Camp- 
bell and Allan Montgomery were ſtu- 
dents at the univerſity at the ſame time, 
and that during the vacation, the former 
invited the latter to paſs a month at his 
father's ſeat in Argyleſhire. 
„When we conſider the advantages 
which young r poſſeſſed above 
| F his 


* 
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his contemporaries, from having been 
bred among our more poliſhed neigh- 
bours of the continent, we ſhall not won- 
der at the youthful and beauteous Ma- 
tilda being ſenſible of his accompliſh- 
ments, or that he became the ſlave of ſo 
| lovely an object. 
. His election being now made for the 
6 ſea-ſervice in preference to the land, he 
gave up the ſtudy of books for that of 
[ men; and, in quitting the hoſpitable 
i devoting of Mr. Campbell, plighted his 
faith to the fiſter of his friend. 
His maternal uncle being in the navy, 
he had been long entered as a midſhip- 
man; and in declaring his predilection 
for the life of a ſailor, gratified this rela- 
tion not a little. He was fortunate in ob- 
taining ſeveral opportunities of ſeeing his 
miſtreſs previous to failing for the Eaſt 
Indies, whither his uncle was ordered, 
and of courſe carried him in his train. 
Soon after this ſeparation, the lady's 
father died; and with this ſhock there 
came a train of attendant ills, that threat- 
ened the annihilation of his family. 
« Every 
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«© Every moveable on the eſtate had 
long before been converted into caſh-: 
this was evident: but none knew that it 
was mortgaged for more than it was like- 


ly to ſell for in its preſent ſtate ; and that 
all the mother and twodaughters had to de- 


pend on for ſubſiſtence aroſe from a very 


ſlender jointure of the widow's, with 


which the mortgage was burthened.. 


At this time they received accounts 
of the death of the elder brother, then on 
ſervice in India. Herbert became the 


heir; but he alſo was abroad on duty. 


The property being advertiſed for 
ſale by the mortgagee, (who ſuffered the 
ladies'to remain in the houſe till it was 
fold) Mr. Malcolm came to view it; was 
ſtruck with the figure and beauty of Ma- 
tilda, doubly intereſting} from her ſable 
garments, and the peculiar circumſtances 


of her family; introduced himſelf as hav- 


ing known the late Major Campbell in 
India; and, in ſhort, by his diſplay of 
wealth, and promiſes of protection and 
friendſhip to the mother, very ſoon ac- 


quired a powerful advocate with the 
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daughter, who, overpowered by his ge- 


neroſity, ſuffered herſelf to be led a 


willing victim to the altar. 


Fou already know that Mr. Mal- 


colm held out no falſe colours: that he 
has indeed acted nobly by every branch 


of his wife's family: and Iwill. venture to 


affirm, that if this amiable woman had a 


mother of a different caſt, ſhe would feel 
no ſacrifice too great, when ſhe conſider- 
ed it ſo conducive to a parent's future 
happineſs in life. 

«© As ſoon as the parliament is prorogu- 


ed Mr. Malcolm purpoſes ſetting out for 
a ſeat he has in Berkſhire: he has, how- 


ever, ſignified to Mrs. and Miſs Camp- 


bell, that he expects they will then return- 


to the North, (he having promiſed to 


keep a liberal eſtabliſhment for the wi- 


dow on the family eſtate) where, in the 


ſhooting ſeaſon, it is probable himſelf 
and his wife will join them. 


«© The latter is unwilling to part ſrom 
her ſiſter ; yet ſhe cannot ſuffer her mo- 


her to ſet out for Scotland unaccompanied, 
2 Campbell is pining at the mandate, 


though 


— 
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though ſhe dares not remonſtrate. Her 
only cauſe of ſorrow ariſes from her not 
having the power of witneſſing her 
- daughter's triumph in a new circle; for 
ſhe feels none of thoſe tender ſympathies 
which would lead her to wiſh to be near 
her, in order to aſſiſt her in ſupporting 
the ſtate, which, as Mr. Malclolm's wite, 
ſhe muſt keep up. | 

„ Miſs Campbell has her regrets too 
upon the occafion ; but they alſo are 
awakened for herſelf. The infinuating 
manners, and filent attentions of the ma- 
jor have made ſome impreſſion on Her 
heart; and the ſeparation from bim is 
the circumſtance that preſſes moſt upon 
her feelings at preſent. 

© Thus you fee, my dear madam, 
dearly as the purchaſe has coſt, how little 
happineſs has been diffuſed through the 
family by this alliance. 

Montgomery is ſhortly expected. 1 
fincefely hope Mrs. Malcolm will have 
left England, or at leaſt London, before 
he reaches it. He is now the firſt heute- 
nant of his uncle's veſſel, and continues 

7 | - ; t 7 
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to merit his. favour, as well as to-receive 
his countenance. 

«© The late act of indemnity reſpecting 
the poſterity of thoſe who ſuffered in the 
cauſe his grandfather did, expected to be 
followed by a reſtoration of their eſtates, 
will be of confiderable advantage to him. 
I was-preſent when Mrs. Malcolm caſt her 
eye on the paragraph, ſtating. the rejoic- 
ings that had taken place in the High- 
lands on this occaſion.” Her countenance 
brightened : it ſoon, however, contracted 
a gloom, which was not diſpelled till the 
tear, which bedewed her cheek, unheed- 
ed till it fell, rouzed her to a ſenſe of 
her preſent ſituation. 

I tried to draw the major's attention 
from her, who appeared to be endeavour- 
ing to penetrate the inmoſt receſies of her 
ſoul. This man 1s to accompany her to 
the country. Though known to be a 
profeſſed libertine, his manner to his fair 
couſin is truly correct; and did I not look 
deeper than his outward deportment, I 
ſhould. believe the contemplation. of ſuch 


* had made him a proſelyte to 
virtue. 
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vittue. But can the Æthiopean change 
his ſkin, or the leopard his ſpots?” Then 
may they alſo do good that are accuſtom- 
ed to do evil. 

In the hope of ſoon hearing chat 
you, my dear madam, are freed from all 
anxieties, ſave thoſe which the care of 
your family neceſſarily give rife to, I am, 
with ſincerity of heart, truly your” 5, 
while 


cc ROBERT BELTox.“ 
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« Ingratitude, thou marble-Fearted fiend ! 
% More hideous, when thou ſhew'ſt thee in a child, 
« Than the ſea-monſter.“ SHAKESPEARE. 


Arten reading this affecting narrative, 
bow truly did I ſympathiſe with my friend 
Herbert, in his anxious ſolicitude for his 
favourite ſiſter. | 
Expreſſions of gratitudeto the Almighty 
for having preſerved me from ſuch trials as 
appeared. to await this truly excellent 
daughter, was the firſt aſpiration I breathed. 
The next, that my daughter, though thrown 
among ſtrangers, was married to the man 
of her choice; and beſides, had the advan- 
tage of an affectionate companion and 
counſellor in the perſon of her ſiſter. 
Letters from both, received at this time, 
gave me the ſincereſt ſatisfaction. Sorry 
however was I to obſerve, that Clara and 
Emily became more reſerved in their com- 
munications to me than uſual; and I 
thought I perceived in them a jealouſy, 
= when 
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when I expreſſed any ſolicitude for the 
return of Alicia. 


I called myſelf to an account for having 
given them juſt reaſon to accuſe me of 


partiality to their ſiſters, or neglect towards 
them. I found no cauſe for ſelf-reproach ; 
and for the firſt time in my life, recollected 
that I was their S'ep-Mother. 

Indignant at the diſcovery, I felt no 
deſire for attempting to conciliate them, 
truſting that their own good ſenſe, as well 
as innocent grateful hearts, would ſoon 


prompt them to acknowledge their error; 


and by redoubled attention and affection, 
ſeek to baniſh from my remembrance the 
idea that their coldneſs had grven birth to. 
Fearing to wound the feelings of myabſent 


daughters, I forbore to touch upon the 
ſubject, ſpeaking of their ſiſters with my 


uſual warmth. | 

Imagining they might find retirement 
irkſome, and not being able to move with- 
out me, I made ſeveral excurſions in the 
neighbouring country. Still when at home, 


there was a gloom which pained me to the 
+ fol 
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ſoul.' I was almoſt tempted to aſk Miſs 
Hartley if ſhe could aſſiſt in penetrating 
into the cauſe; my dignity of character 
here ſtood in the way; and with a heart 
burſting with grief, ariſing from what 
ſource I knew not, I fat down to anſwer 
Belton's ſecond letter, ſtriving to loſe the 
recollection of my own ſorrows, by par- 
ticipating in thoſe of others. Tt 

The correſpondence which enſued at 
this time, will elucidate this part of my 
hiſtory better than any recital of my own. 


* You did me great injuſtice, my dear 
friend, in believing I had ſo little of the 
woman in me, asto have quietly ſubmitted 
to a much longer delay in the gratification 
which I promiſed myſelf, from hearing 
the hiſtory of Mrs. Malcolm before ſhe 
became awife. You need not, Iflattermy- 
ſelf, anyafſurancetoconvince. you, that the 
requeſt was not prompted by idle curioſity. 

« Hunting afteg {ſcandalous anecdotes 
with a view of retailing them, I conceive 
tobe ſo trulyderogatory of the female cha- 

__— 1... . racer, 
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rater, that I know not an inducement 
which could lead me to hold converſe with 
any woman guilty of the practice. 

«© Moſt fincerely do I wiſh that Mr. 
Malcolm's Engliſh eſtate had been in our 
county, inſtead of that of Berks. Is there 
no way of contriving a meeting ? 


* Had I been diſpoſed for a London 


journey, it would have availed but little 
towards our forming an. intimacy. At 
your requeſt ſhe would have called at my 
door, molt likely when I was from home: 
I ſhould have done the ſame at her's; then 
received a card of invitation to a ball or 
card-party a month after: ſo that during 
my fix weeks reſidence in the beau monde, 
we might have exchanged civilities of this 
kind, become very dear friends, without 
caring whether either partyſaw cach other 
again as long as they lived. | 

es it to be wondered at, that a woman 
of ſenſibility pines in the midſt of ſuch an 
unmeaning round? Her only reſource 
(unleſs ſhe is peculiarly bleſt in her family 
circle) is to plunge into diſſipation, by 
way of ſtifling reflection. 


| « What 
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What becomes of thoſe energies of 
the mind, that innate principle of recti- 
tude, which might lead us to tower above 
our ſex, andemulatethe bright example of 


female worthies, recorded rn the hiſtories 


of our ownand other countries ?—Allloſt ! 
or obſcured by frivolous purſuits! Half 
the women we meet with in our progreſs 
through life, ſeem born for no better pur- 
poſe: they therefore inſpire no eſteem; 
awaken no regrets; no ſincere deſire for 
| Teeing their condition meliorated, and 
that they may poſſeſs the joys of love, ce- 
mented into friendſhip by aſſociation. 
The beauteons Matilda excites all 
theſe wiſhes: my heart is deeply intereſted 
for her: I wiſh to preſs her to my boſom, 
andto call to her mind that, while innocent 
we can never be truly miſerable. She 
might alſo be taught, that as tniſtreſs of 
ſuch wealth, there are a thouſand ſources. 
of enjoyment open to her, in reheving the 
indigent, and fuccouridg the afflicted. 
In her circumſtances much is required. 
Thoſe who have always enjoyed profuſion 


have n excuſes to plead: but an indi- 
vidual, 
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vidual, who has taſted the bitterneſs of 
unexpected poverty, when raiſed from a 
ſtate of dependence, ought to feel the 
moſt ecſtatic pleaſure in cauſing “ the 
widow's heart to ſing for joy.“ 

© There are characters however, whocan 
dear adverſity, and have come out like the 
pureſt gold from the fire, apparently with- 
out alloy; yet in proſperity have“ ſtraight- 
way forgotten what manner of perſons they 
were; evincing to the world a lamentable 
proof of the frailty of human nature. 

« A truce to ſermoniſing,“ you will be 
tempted to cry out; at leaſt I ſhould expect 
ſuch an exclamation from moſt men of 
your age. Be aſſured, if I did not con- 
ſider you in another light than a mere ſprig 
of faſhion, ſuch as infeſt the ſide- boxes, and 
the coffee- room at the Opera Houſe, you 
would not have had the privilege of ad- 
dreſſing me as a friend. 

e [ truſt there are few people who know 
better than I do, the duties incumbent on 
that character. Concealment I abhor ; 
therefore do not fear confiding even your 
_ follies to me: the very idea of being 
in 
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in ſome degree compelled to record them, 


will operate as a preventive to the com- 


miſſion of many. 
e will not promiſe to ſpare you, where 


I ſee cauſe to blame; though you may have 


little to dread from my ſeverity for venial 


tranſgreſſions. Let any man, or woman 
either, endeavour to become thoroughly 
acquainted with their own hearts, before 
they condemn their neighbour, 

It is perhaps fortunate for the female 
ſex, that they have ſo little the power of 
ſeekingtheirown gratifications; and many 
among us lead virtuous exemplary lives, 
from not having been aflailed by temp- 
ration. 

© That you and I may always have ſuf- 
ficient ſtrength to fee the temprer, let him 
aſſume what ſhape he will, and to guard 
thoſe avenues to the thoughts which would 
permit “ the fin that doth moſt eaſily be- 
ſet us,” to enter, 1s my fervent prayer. 

5 If you think fit, you may as a friend 


by reverberation, as Madame Sevigne 


elegantly expreſſes herſelf, offer my kind 
wiſhes to Mrs. Malcolm, and lay how 


happy I ſhould be in an opportunity of 


teſtiſying 
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teſtifying to the ſiſter of the gallant Yonng 
Norval, the regard which he inſpired, 
during his ſhort reſidence among us. 

I look forward with pleaſure to the 
time fixed by Mr. Auſten for his return. 
I cannot pay a viſit to the Glanvile family 
as I could wiſh, becauſe of Miſs Hartley. 
J have no reaſon to complain of this 
young lady's conduct, yet I know not 
why I am ſorry I permitted a ſtranger to 
be domeſticated in my family. 

Clara and Emily have certainly bene- 
fited much in many points by her reſi- 
dence with me; but they do not now ap- 
pear to conſider their every wiſh and 
hope centered in my approbation as they 
were wont to do. 

] am not of a ſuſpicious nature; there- 
fore do not imagine I impute to Mr. 
Auſten's ward any undue influence on 
their minds: on the contrary, I am per- 
ſuaded, could I bring myſelf to declareto 
her, chat any part of their behaviour diſ- 
pleaſed me, ſhe would repreſent it to 
themas if the knowledge of my uneaſineſs, 
and the cauſe that excited it, aroſo from 

her 
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her "own obſervation; and I have little 
doubt of their immediate acting in a dif- 


ferent manner. 


< It would be the firſt time, from the 
hour that I vowed at the altar eternal fide- 
lity to their ever-to-be-regretted father, 
that I had found it neceſſary to uſe any 
means to induce them to do right, but by 
a look or a word from myſelf. 
„Spirit of my departed Wentworth! 


| ſupport meat this trying hour, and teach 


— 


me to act worthy of the ſacred truſt you 
repoſed in me 


J can add no more. Farewell. 
„ CAROLINE WENTWORTH.” 


* How ſhall I expreſs to you, my 


. revered, my amiable friend, the pangs which 


F felt on reading the concluſion of your 
laſt, to me, truly kind letter. 
Heſitate not a ſingle inſtant- tear 
that viper from your boſom; it is her who 
has undermined your peace. Where is 
the erect but timid countenance of inno- 
cence? In vain ſhall we ſeek for it in the 
artificial one of Miſs Hartley! That ſhe 
* | may 


A DOMESTIC TALE. 121 


may be chaſte, I will not pretend to diſ- 
pute; yet that may be from accident, or 
coldneſs of conſtitution. 

Look at her eye — is not diſimulation 
triumphant there? Her half ſuppreſſed 
voice, and honied accents—to what pur- 
pole all theſe allurements, but to entice 
the unwary, and faſcinate the undiſcern- 
ing? In truth, my beloved Mrs. Weat- 
worth, you wanted your uſual diſcretion 
in confiding ſo much to this girl, merely 
becauſe ſhe had a perſuaſive tongue. 

In your eager defire to extinguiſh my 
preſumptuous hopes, (which it is the 
pride of my life to have entertained) you 
commanded my filence: I ſubmitted, 
though moſt reluctantly; not conceiving 
it in the power of ſo contemptible a being 
to wound in any ſhape. 


*I now perceive that we ſhould never 


deſpiſe the artful woman, particularly her 
who is caſed in adamant; and, though 
moved to anger, can wear the ſmile of 


complacency. This Miſs Hartley can 


do, as I could proye, were it worth my 
while. 
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1 am but an inexperienced counſel - 


Jor, vou will ſay; yet at all events I entreat 
rol your houſe of this heroine of ro- 


mae; for none of thoſe who adorn the 


page of a modern novel deal more in ficti- 


on, in regard to their family, fortune, and 


connexions, than this ſaid damſel. Her- 
bert Campbell amuſed me, on our jour- 
ney to town, with the recitals which ſhe 
had made to the Rookes ; ſome of 
them in his preſence. 

* Put no faith in a word ſhe ſays, my 
good fellqw, I replied: at the ſchool 
where ſhe was educated, there have been 
ſome people of titles daughters, and on 
account of her muſical talents and pre- 


poſſeſſing appearance, ſhe. has been no- 


ticed by them, and probably invited to 
paſs ſome time at their country ſeats: but 
ſuch acquaintance will do your friend 
Rooke no good; he will never get pro. 
motion through their means.“ 

„ Young Rooke was certainly much 
attached to her; nor did his brother op- 
poſe the marriage, provided her preſent 


fortune, and future expectations, were 


equal 
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equal to what was reported: this, on in- 


quiry, not proving to be the caſe, his ap- | 


probation was conſequently withdrawn; 
yet this immaculate young lady receives 
_ the captain's letters (though with her uſual 
circumſpection ſhe takes care not to write 
any anſwers) through the medium of Miſs 
Snelcroft, at whoſe houſe ſhe frequently 
met him when you imagined they were 
both at the colonel's; the carriage being 
ſent to your door for her was a contrivance 
of her lover. Be aſſured, however, that 
the countenance of Colonel and Mrs. 
Rooke were withdrawn from the lady lon 8 
before they left the county: not being in 


love, they ſaw through her arrtifices, and 


doubted not that a ſhort time would ſut- 
fice to clear young Rooke's optics. 


Believe me, I fhould not judge her 


thus ſeverely for her deceit to you reſpect- 
ing her viſits to the colonel's, if I ima- 
gined her influenced by real affection, 
and that this had blinded her to the con- 
ſequence of detection; but, in truth, ſhe 


had not a heart formed for ſo generous an 
inmate. 
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RP 
«A younger ſiſter of mine paſſed ſome 


time under the ſame roof with her, and 


had delineated to me 'many of her pro- 
perries before I ſaw her, though without 


mentioning any name. 
Il chanced one day while at Merton 


Place to ſpeak of my ſiſter, and to ſay. ſhe 


was educated at Kenſington, under the 
tuition of Mrs. Wilſon, when I perceived 


Miſs Hartley to change colour. You may 


remember how ſhe interrupted our con- 
verſation the evening after the play: it 


was on that very morning the diſcovery 


was made, (for ſhe acknowledged ſhe was 
in the ſame ſeminary with Margaret) and 
ſhe doubtleſs dreaded my communicating. 


to you ſome anecdotes that might lower 


her in your eſtimation. 

My talentsas a phyſiognomiſt having 
been ſo much contemned by you, I durſt 
not venture to run the rifk of exciting 
your further diſpleaſure by mentioning, 
that from my ſiſter I could gain poſitive 
information whether they had been in this 
inſtance ſucceſsful. I will own to you that 


Ts account of the lady's high 
ſtyle 
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ſtyle of connexions, &c. correſponded ſo 
well with the ſketch I had formerly re- 
ceived of Margaret's nameleſs friend, that 
I took immediate pains to aſcertain the 
fact; and the advice which I have given 
ariſes from the moſt certain evidence that 
! Miſs Hartley poſſeſſes, in an eminent de- 
| oree, the power of poiſoning the minds 
of young people, and weakening the re- 
fpe& which they would otherwiſeentertain 
for their feniors * 
Rut to turn from this hateful fubject 
to the amiable Matilda, who ſends you a 
thouſand thanks for the friendſhip you 
offer her, and begs, with the utmoſt 
earneſtneſs, that you will meet her at ſome 
of the watering places between London 
and Edinburgh; whether twenty or thirty 
miles off the road is of little conſequence, 
Mr. Malcolm being guided by her incli- 
nation. | 
Scarborough or Harrowgate will ſuit 
their convenience beſt; but if you prefer 
Buxton, Matlock, or any more favourite 
« it will be * agreeable. 
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I wiſh ſuch an excurſion could be 
planned on your daughters account, im- 
mediately- on the baniſhment of Maſs 
Hartley; though fix weeks hence is as 
early as Mrs. Malcolm can give you the 
meeting, - her huſband wiſhing to reach 


Edinburgh only in time for the Leith 


races, which do not begin this year till 
the ſecond week in Auguſt, | 
*« I ſhall be of the party, (if I have 


your permiſſion) ; and if you are inclined 


to go farther north, ſhall alſo eſcort you 


to the other fide the Tweed, though I. 


may not be able to prevail-on you when 
there to give me a legal right to become 
your companion for life. Ah! my dear 
madam, this muy be badinage in your opi- 
nion, though I am confident ſuch a com- 
pliance would enſure my happineſs; and 
J have the vanity to think, in according 
it, you would run little riſk of endanger- 
1ng yours. 

* Pardon this egotiſm; and let me 
hear, as ſpeedily as poſſible, that you have 
taken my advice in regard to Miſs Hart- 


ley Command my ſervices on all occa- 


ſions, 
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ſions, wit̃out fearing to feed my chimeri- | 
cal projects by ſo doing. 3 | 

* When I am leſs abſorbed by a ſenſe þ 
of your preſent ſituation, by hearing that 
peace is reſtored to your family circle, 


and Miſs Hartley diſmiſſed, I ſhall be 
more able to enter on that ſelf-examin- 


ation, which is requiſite previous to the 

regiſtering of my follies for your inſpec- 

2 and correction. With unfeigned re- 

{pe ect and admiration, believe me to be, 
ar madam, truly yours, 

„ Rozzrr BZLTo.“ 
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% 


CHAP. XXV. 


« Ah! that deceit ſhould ſteal ſuch gentle ſhape, 
«« And, with a virtuous vizor, hide deep vice!“ 
a rang. 


ec W | 

HAT ſhall I ſay in vindication of 
my own folly in being fo eaſily deceived, 
as I have been, reſpe&ing Miſs Hartley? 
She is gone; and could you believe it? 
both my daughters. 

«* Soon after diſpatching my laſt to you, 
l obſerved that the girls were apparently 
full of expectation, and that Miſs Hartley, 
if poſſible, was more ſoft and infinuating 
in her attentions to me than ſhe had ever 
been. 

« A letter from Mr. , Caldwall, my 


quondam attorney, ſoon unravelled the 
myſtery, by ſtating, that in the courſe of 
the day on which that communication 


would reach Merton Place, he would call 
upon me at the deſire of the Miſs Went- 
worths, who were by no means fatisfied 


with * under my protection, un- 
” ew 
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leſs they were permitted to enjoy the ſo- 
ciety of young people like themſelves. 

© Petrified at the contents, I was little 
diſpoſed to converſe with any of my fa- 


mily on the ſubject; nor had I much time 
for reflection, the gentleman driving up 


to the gate in leſs than an hour after the 
poſtman had delivered his diſpatches. 

«© On accoſting me he pretended to 
feel a great deal of ſorrow for the errand 
on which he came; but, as having been 
nominated the young ladies guardian 
by his late worthy friend, he was under 
the neceſſity of telling me, that as they 
were now of an age to chooſe their place 
of reſidence, and from their having ob- 
jected to him to living wholly in the coun- 
try, he had engaged board and lodging 
for them in a houſe of great reſpectability 
at the weſt end of the town, where there 
was no doubt of their being well intro- 
duced into company, and probably ſoon 
getting advantageous ſettlements, which, 
from the recluſe life they now led, they 
were deprived of doing. 
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« Certainly, Sir ;” replied I. if the 
Miſs Wentworths prefer living in the 
metropolis, and away from my protec- 


tion, I have not the ſmalleſt deſire or in- 


tention of controllingthem.“ Ringing the 
bell, I deſired the ladies to be called, told 
them, in as few words as poſſible, that they 
had my full conſent th depart, as I knew 
the lady at the head of the houſe to which 
they were going would pay them proper 
attention: and as Mr, Caldwall had of- 
fered to take charge of them on the road, 
thought they had better, his time being of 


| ſome value, ſet out immediately after din- 


ner, not doubting but, from the ſecrecy 
they had obſerved in the inſtance of their 
application to him, they had alſo taken 
care to have their wardrobe prepared for 
a ſudden removal. Giving no opportu- 
nity for a reply, 1 left the room; for, in 
truth, nature was nearly exhauſted, 

* Diſappointed and defeated in all my 
ſchemes for the benefit of theſe girls, I 
felt as if I had but that moment loſt my 
huſband. Ah! thought I, Edward Glan- 
vile is revenged. That name was like an 
electrical 
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electrical ſnock -I flew to my cabinet, 
and breaking the ſeal of that letter which, 
when I laſt ſaw you, I knew not that 1 


ſhould ever open, I there ſaw this very- 


event predicted. 
* Subdued more than I can expreſs, by 


the peruſal of the whole epiſtle, as well as 


the contemplation of the pictures, I could 
{ſcarce command myſelf ſufficiently to ring 
for my maid to know when dinner would 
be ready, that I might endeavour to pre- 


pare for taking the head of the table with 


ſome degree of compoſure. 

«© When ſhe anſwered the ſummons, 
Miſs Hartley alſo begged admittance, re- 
queſting, in the name of the young ladies, 


to know whether I was determined that 
they ſhould ſer out on that day? My reply 


was, that my character was too decided a 


one to admit of their ſuppoling, for a mo- 


ment, that I could wiſh them to remain a 


ſingle hour in my houſe beyond what was 


abſolutely neceſſary, after hearing that 
they had already ſecured a reſidence in 


another. 
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This firmneſs diſconcerted the young 
lady; —mortified at her reception, ſhe 


curtſied, and filently withdrew. 


At dinner I found only Mr. Caldwall, 


the ladies petitioning, through the medium 
of my ſervant, for leave to abſent them- 


ſelves on account of preparing for their 


journey. You will conclude our meal could 


not be a very comfortable one. The gen- 
tleman, I believe, was wholly unprepared 
for my ready acquieſcence, and found 


himſelf a little hampered by my taking 


him at his word in putting the young la- 


dies under his protection to town. 


6 formally aſked him what ſum was 
requiſite to lodge in his hands for the 
Journey, and whether he had agreed to 


Pay their board quarterly; requeſting alſo 


to ſettle with him the mode in which the 
money was to be remitted for their main- 
tenance; ſpecifying the allowance I in- 
tended to grant them for that purpoſe, 
without ſoliciting his opinion as to the 


propriety of it. 


4 This 
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© This deciſiveneſs of manner, I ſaw, 
nettled the worthy attorney; that however 
did not diſturb me. Mr. Auſten, I knew, 
would return before the expiration of the 
firſt three months, and to him I ſhould 
devolve the charge of his fiſters-in-law ; 
perfectly ſatisfied that he would be ready 
to do every thing for their advantage. 
By that time I was pretty confident they 
would bitterly regret their having quitted 
a paternal dwelling for a reſidence among 
ſtrangers the more ſo, from its having 
been the reſult of their own folly. 

When the chaiſe came to the door, 
the ladies were informed that their eſcort 
was ready. I deſired Millfont to ſay, that 
I hoped their trunks, which were too 
heavy for conveyance by any other mode 
than the waggon, were alſo packed, as I 
ſhould take the earlieſt opportunity of 
ſending them to London, 

« My own inflexibility on the occaſion 
aſtoniſhed myſelf : the girls, ſo unaccuſ- 
tomed to ſuch ſternneſs from me, appeared 
like pewerleſs beings, who were dragged 


from room to room unconſcious that they 
moved 
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moved from one ſpot. Naturally timid, 

they durſt not look up in my face.—** I 
hope you will enjoy much pleaſure in your 
new fituation,” ſaid I, as Miſs Hartley 
aſſiſted them acroſs the hall: Mr. Cald- 
wall will inform me as ſoon as you arrive 
at your journey's end ; I ſhall then write 
to Mrs. Parker, who will doubtleſs pay 
you every attention in her power.” 

] ſaw the little. Emily's heart was 
ready to burſt, while Clara's countenance 
bore evident marks of the ſorrow and com- 
punction which pervaded her boſom. I 
could have wept over them and forgiven 
them all, when the ſignificant looks paſſ- 
Ang between Miſs Hartley and Mr. Cald- 
wall rouſed me to a ſenſe of what I owed 
myſelſ.— Is the carriage ready,” I arti- 
culated. —*<< It is, madam,” ſaid Thomas, 
while the tear trickled down his furrowed 
cheek. —** Then farewell, children, and 
may God Almighty protect you from all 
harm!“ -I ruſhed from them; Emily 
would have fallen upon her knees had 
not Miſs Hartley ſupported her. In a 
few minutes they were out of fight, the 


poſt- 
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poſt- boy driving with as much quickneſs 
as if running a race. 

In the evening I ſent for Miſs Hart- 
ley, telling her, I hoped her friend Miſs 
Snelcroft could accommodate her, if ſhe 
wiſhed to remain in this part of the coun- 
try, for that having an excurſion to make, 
which would. take up ſome time, I knew 
not how ſoon I might leave my own houſe, 
and I could not imagine that a reſidence 
in it during my abſence would be at all 
deſirable. She ſtammered our ſomething 
like thanks for my great kindneſs, and 
ſorrow for what had happened, which ſhe 
had done every thing in her power to 
prevent. 

Not a word upon the occurrences of 
the day, Miſs Hartley; you doubtleſs 
have little to ſay on that ſubject, which 
could elucidate a myſtery that time only 
can unravel. When do you think you 
could be certain enough in your plans to 
inform me at what time you were likely 
to leave Merton Place ?”—* I have re- 
ſolved,” ſaid ſhe, ** to go to London on 
Friday; 3 Mr. Caldwall has been kind 

enough 
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| enough to take charge of a lettef to a 


friend there, who will expect me at the 


end of the week.“ 


Something like a fear of detection 
lurked in her eye; at leaſt your letter, 
which I received next morning, made me, 
on recollection, fancy this to have been 
diſcernible. Surely, my good friend, I 
muſt have been the means of marrin 
this girl's fortune, (or, at leaſt, that ſhe 
imagines ſo) elſe what could have excited 
her diſpleafure, treating her, as I have in- 
variably done, with all' the kindneſs in 
my power. Perhaps ſhe meditated a con- 
queſt of Mr. Auſten ; but certainly his 
addreſſes to Charlotte were voluntary 
on his part, and not the effect of any ar- 
rifices I had made ule of. 

* Thank Heaven ſhe is now gone and 
though I ſhunned her company as much 
as poſſible, I ſuffered her to depart with- 
out my having given any indication that 
J ſuſpected her artifices. I go to ſpend 
the remainder of the ſummer with Mrs. 
Glanvile; therefore am obliged to de- 


cline meeting Mrs. Malcolm ; which, 


had 
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had I been differently circumſtanced, 
would have given me inexpreflible plea- 

ſure. | 
« You were doubtleſs privy to the con- 
tents of the letter, peruſed by me, while 
labouring under ſuch agitation of ſpirits. 
Lacerated as my heart has ever been, 
ſince I knew how to diſtinguiſh good from 
evil, can you believe I would put your 
generoſity to ſo ſevere a teſt as to com- 
ply with your reiterated requeſts? You 
are in the prime of life, Tam in the wane; 
if you were my huſband I ſhould expect 
attentions which in a few years you might 
be diſpoſed to pay at the ſhrine of youth 
and beauty. 
« As my huſband and my lover have 
both been conſigned to an early grave, a 
ſtate of widowhood is my choice. I have 
no brother—you may ſupply that place. 
I have yet a daughter, whoſe worth and 
goodneſs I ſhould wiſh to ſee rewarded by 
being happily united to a man of ſenſe 
and feeling, ſuch as I know you to be. I 
preſume not to dictate; the affections are 
not to be biaſſed; I only name Alicia to 
you 
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13 you as a proof of my affectionate regard, 
18 and the lively intereſt [ take in your con- 
TY cerns. That I ſhould inſpire ſuch laſting 
18 attachment in Glanzile and Wentworth, 
vm is ſufficiently gratifying to my feelings. 
4 <« Be aſſured I ſhall always rejoice to 
. - hear of your welfare: but to know that 
ug you have entered the honourable ſtate of 
1 matrimony with a woman who is deſerv- 
oi ing both of love and eſteem, will now af- 
1 ford me ſincere pleaſure. 
May I requeſt your attention to Clara 
{3 and Emily ? they are young, and much 
i to be pitied for becoming the dupe of 
0 their artful companion. Addreſs to me 
i at the Rev. Mr. Glanvile's, for I ſet out 
” to-morrow. Remember me to Mrs. Mal- 
li colm, and make a proper excuſe for my 
1 not being able to comply with ſo flatter- 
I ing a requeſt. I hope we ſhall all meet 
1 in London at the return of Mr. Auſten. 
i a | ] am, with real regard, your ſincere friend, 
1 „ CAROLINE WENTWORTH.” 
lt 
It 
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CHAP.. XXVI. 


« O Heaven! thy will be done. 
„ The beſt phyſician here I find, 
« To cure a ſore, diſeaſed mind; 
« For ſoon this venerable gloom 
« Will yield a weary ſufferer room ; 
«© No more a ſlave to love decreed, 
« At caſe, and freed among the dead.“ 


HAMiLTON., 


9 In this laſt awful hour, when 1 feel 
that yet a very little while, and all that 1s 
mortal of me will be conſigned to its na- 
tive earth; at ſuch a ſeaſon my heart points 
to thee, my beloved Caroline, as to its na- 
tural centre of attraction; and next to the 
hopes of Heaven, my ſoul delights to 
dwell upon thine ineſtimable worth. 

Wentworth himſelf will not envy me 
the luxury of this addrels : for once in my 
life ſuffer me to enjoy the privilege of lo- 
quacity ; hitherto ſilence and ſubmiſſion 
have been the bitter pills which you com- 
pelled me to ſwallow. 


cc Oh! 
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* Oh! why did I obey your cruel in- 
junction when I tore myſelf from you at 
Matlock ? Little did I imagine I ſhould 
ſo ſoon have heard you had given yourſelf 
to another. The conviction that I then 
had of your attachment to myſelf, lulled 
me into a ſecurity fatal to us both. 

4 When I wrote to you the in- 
ſtant after our interview, I believed my 
relinquiſbing all hope of obtaining your 
hand to be effential to your peace: with 
that idea fully impreſſed on my mind, and 
with a determination to cheriſh a paſſion 
which conſtituted the principal charm of 
my exiſtence, I left Mrs. Belton's houſe. 

« In my ſolitary retreat, I exulted at 
the recollection that I was beloved, and 
that none but myſelf had been able to in- 
ſpire ſuch ſentiments in you; nor was it 
probable, from the knowledge I had of 
your extreme delicacy, that any other 
would poſſeſs that power. Theſe viſionary 
dreams occupied me for ſome months; at 
the end of that time, I found I muſt yet 
make another effort by declaring to my 
father and mother how dear you were to 

me, 
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me, and requeſting their influence might 
be exerted in my favour. My father's 
ſtrong ſolicitude for my. marrying, and 
convinced as he muſt have been, by my 
declarations, that I would never become 
the huſband of any other woman than 
yourſelf, would, I conceived, overcome 
thoſe obſtacles which you conſidered in- 
ſuperable. 

« Already had I arranged every point 
in my imagination, and was ſetting out 
for Miſtle wood, when I received a letter 
from my mother, communicating your 
marriage, which was to take place on the 
very day I peruſed the fatal intelligence. 
The poſſibility of putting a ſtop to it was 
the firſt mad thought that entered my 
brain; then the diſtance I was from Liver. 
pool; and if there, the little right I had to 
interfere. The next reflection aroſe from a 
certainty that you never loved me. What 
I fancied to be proofs of it, were only the 
hypocritical arts of the ſex which I now 
forſwore for ever. I then endeavoured 
to deſpiſe, hate, and revile you. 

* In this paroxiſm of rage and diſap- 


pointment it at laſt occured to me, that 
| probably 
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probably tocruſhmyaſpiringhopes, which 
you well-knew could never be wholly ex- 
tinguiſhed while you remained ſingle, had 
prompted you to enter into engagements 
that you might greatly repent. This diſ- 
armed me. 1 trembled to think of the 


' miſery I might occaſion. Seeking for 


conſolation from the very letter that had 
plunged me into deſpair, I found my mo- 
ther gave the higheſt character of Mr. 
Wentworth; and from a conſideration of 
the children, ſhe added, how fortunate he 
had been in obtaining you; for they never 


would feel the loſs of their own mother, 


ſince you had undertaken to fill her place. 

Mieditating on this detail, I penetra- 
ted into your motives for forming the con- 
nexion; and though the proſpect for my- 
ſelf was a dreary void, to be filled up as 
chance directed, yet I truſted your lot 


would be a more fortunate one. Firmly 


reſolved never to attempt converſing with 
you, I could not deny myſelf the pleaſure 
of gazing on you for the laſt time. 

ce In the groves of Clarmont I enjoyed 


this ſatisfaction. Diſguiſed in the habit of 


a peaſant, I loitered long in the park: at 
| | laſt 
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laſt you came leaning on Wentworth's 
arm. Happy mortal! thrice happy! that 
he contented himſelf with poſſeſſing your 
eſteem and friendſhip, without aſpiring 
to your love! a 

As you paſſed me you were in earneſt 
Converſation. He ſpoke of Emma: you 
ſighed. Ah thought I, that aſpiration is 
ſacred! Edward Glanvile awakened it! 
I ſupported myſelf againſt a tree till you 
returned: I-then had a full view of both. 
Shall I own my littleneſs of mind? I was 
mortified to ſee the manly, intelligent 
countenance of my rival lighted up with 
ſmiles, arifing from the conſciouſneſs of 
the treaſure he poſſeſſed. From that mo- 
ment I never truſted myſelf with another 
look; though I omitted no opportunity 
of enquiring after your welfare. 

© That you have acted a mother's part 
by your adopted children I have heard 
from every one: I hope and truſt you will 
be rewarded for all your cares. If Went- 
worth returns to you, I know you will. 
Should, however, the fate of war deprive 


you of him, believe me there is little pro- 
| bability 
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bability of your obtaining any, ſave what 
will reſult from the conſciouſneſs of act- | 


ing uprightly. 


*© May you never, with good King 


Lear, feel 
Ho ſharper than a ſerpent”: tooth it is 
«« To have a thankleſs child.“ 


Your daughters will be taught to think, if 
they are not diſpoſed to do it themſelves, 
that all you have done is not enough, or 
that you have ſome ſiniſter end in view 
by treating them with ſo much kindnels. 
Ah, Caroline! had you been leſs ri- 
gid in your notions of honor, it would 
have been better for us. My impetuoſity 
of temper, too, which I took no pains to 
conceal, aſſiſted your reſolution. You 
know not, my ſweet friend, what I might 
have been, had you deigned to become 
the arbitreſs of my fate. Your gentleneſs 
would have ſoftened my ferocity; while 
the conſtant oppoſition I met with from 
you ſoured a diſpoſition but little accuſ- 
tomed to reſtraint. 
e cannot diſſemble now; therefore 
pardon me for ſaying, that I think it was 


more in my power to contribute to your 
happineſs 


3 


1 . 


- 
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happineſs than your huſband's, worthy as 
he is. He had been united to another, 
and had objects before him to recall her to 


his memory every hour; while you could 


not forget, that ** ſome things had been 
and were moſt dear to you.” 

„Forgive my wanderings, and weep 
not, moſt amiable and exemplary of wo- 
men, for what the world may deem my 
untimely fate! I grieve not at parting 
from thee; but rather congratulate myſelf, 
that now the only obſtacle to your perfect 
felicity is removed. p 

« That I am thus calm and reſigned to 
the decrees of unerring wiſdom is owing 
to that invaluable young man, who, 


though my ſhattered frame baffles medi- 


cal ſkill, has found the way to ** miniſter 
to a mind diſeaſed, to pluck from the me- 
mory a rooted ſorrow, and to raze the 


' written troubles of the brain.“ This has 
_ thy.friend Belton done. Your diſcernment 


eſpied his merit while under the veil of 
obſcurity. He conſiders you as his tute- 
lary angel; and 1 dare venture to affirm 
his gratitude will end only with his lite. 
VOL, 11. H bi How 
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How much am I indebted to you for 
prevailing on him to come to us! To his 
care will this pacquet be entruſted. With 
It -he has a caſket, containing two por- 
traits. Do not diftreſs yourſelf with con- 
jecturing how I obtained yours; it is a 
ſecret that Iwill carry with me to my grave. 
The writing on the inſide of the caſe will 
inform you how many years it has been in 
my poſſeſſion. The other I hope you will 
accept as a tribute of the pureſt affection 
that mortality is capable of feeling. 

The pulſe has almoſt ceaſed to beat. 
Every throb, more languid than the laſt, 
reminds me how very ſoon my courſe 
will be finiſhed. In the immenſe ſpace 
opening to my view, ſelf is loſt. I greatly 
participate in your happineſs ; and my 
ſincere prayer 1s, that in the world to 
which we are all haſtening we may meet, 
and taſte that calm ſerenity which can 
never be experienced in this vale of tears. 

& Till that bliſsful period arrives, be- 
loved Caroline, farewel. 

„ EDWARD GLANVILE, 
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« When ſorrows come, they come not ſingle ſpies, 
but in battalions,” SHAKESPEARE. 


I PRESUME, My dear friend, you have 
peruſed the affecting epiſtle of Mr. Glan- 
vile. How many bitter tears did it coſt 
me ! That I had not forfeited his eſteem, 
by my marriage with Mr. Wentworth, 
was my chief conſolation. 

Ho truly I was beloved, even to the 
laſt hour of exiſtence, was now evident, 
had it before been dubious. The idea 
that I was going to the family of this ever 
to be regretted young man, as a refuge 
from all my troubles, was peculiarly gra- 
tifying, 1n the preſent ſtate of my mind, 
Emma was at laſt to be made acquaint- 
ed with a ſecret that I had hitherto moſt 
carefully kept from her knowledge. The 
diſcloſure would be painful: bur at this 
ſeaſon my heart muſt be relieved by com- 


H 2 municating 
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municating what preſſed moſt heavily up · 


on it. 
When 1 arrived at the rectory, Mr. 


and Mrs. Glanvile, with their groupe of 
lovely children, made me forget the re- 
cent ſhock I had ſuſtained. © Why have 
not the Mifs Wentworths accompanied 
you?“ was the exclamation, after the joys 
of meeting had a little ſubſided. 
«© They are * to London, I an- 
ſwered. 
« Without you! What are we to think 
of all this?” 
An explanation naturally followed, 
Theardency of my amiable friend made 
heraſtoniſhed at my compoſure on the oc- 
caſion. She was almoſt determined to ſet 
out immediately for London, in order to 
bring Muſs Hartley to the condign puniſh- 
Ment ſhe merited, till I bade her recollect 
that, when there, what proof had weot her 
guilt? and of what advantage could the 
mortification of fuch a reptile be to either 
of us? Mr. Glanvile, with more calmneſs, 
offered to take the journey, in order to 
fee how the girls were ſituated, and to 
| learn 


Um te ( | 
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learn in what manner they had been men- 
tioned to Mrs. Parker. This kindneſs, 
you will believe, I readily accepted, fear- 
ing that I might hereafter blame myſelf 
for not ſearching more deeply into Mr. 
Caldwall's views before I permitted their 
departure from Merton Place. I knew 
the gentleman bore a fair character, and 
was reſpectably marrièd, which made me 
follow the impulſe of the moment more 
readily than I ſhould otherwiſe have done. 
You will, however, eaſily conceive, that 
after ſuch a proof of duplicity and cun- 
ning on the part of the girls, who doubt- 
leſs had carried on a correſpondence with 
Mr. Caldwall, (moſt likely through the 
medium of Miſs Hartley) I could with a 
very ill grace have received them at my 
table as I was wapt to do; yet rather 
than have ſuffered them to depart under 
the charge of an improper perſon, I 
would have ſubmitted to many inconve- 
niences. 

Mr. Glanvile ſet out on his friendly 
miſſion the next morning, promiſing to 
return as ſoon as he had accompliſhed 

H 3 the 
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the object of it; and that excepting a few 


lines to aſſure us of his ſafe arrival, we 


need not expect any other account from 
him, being confident he could enter on 
no detail that would be minute enough 
to ſatisfy his wife and her friend. 

When left to ourſelves, Mrs. Glanvile 
became miſtreſs of every particular already 
related. On peruſing her brother - in- law's 


letters, the aſtoniſhment that ſeized her, 

firſt at my inflexibility, and afterwards at 
my inviolable ſecrecy, even to her, would 
hardly admit of her expreſſing herſelf ra- 


tionally on the ſubject. Her abhorrence 
of Miſs Hartley, and contempt of the 
Miſs Wentworths, increaſed in proporti- 
on with her reſpect for me. 

| Moſt hitterly did ſhe regret not know- 
ing Mr. Glanvile intimately, previous to 
my marriage ; ſhe fancied he might then 
have found a perſon to whom he could 
confide the origin of his ſecret grief ; and 
her ſanguine diſpoſition ſaw no obſtacles 
to our union but what could have been 
eaſily ſurmounted. The happineſs which 
the reſtoration of this darling ſon would 


have 
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have diffuſed through the whole family 
roſe to her view; and ſhe did not recollect 
that if the event which followed my de- 
ſertion had not proved the exceſs of his 
attachment, 1t would not have been cre- 
dited by his father; conſequently, though 
a conſent ſhould have been extorted, yet 
a cordial union between Sir Henry and his 
ſon might never afterwards have taken place. 
At the return of Mr. Glanvile, I receiv- 
ed aſſurances from Mrs. Parker, that her 
beſt endeavours ſhould be exerted to af- 
ford the Miſs Wentworths every advan- 
tage which a reſidence in her family could 
procure them. Miſs Hartley had attempt- 
ed to get into her houſe as their append- 
age; and had not ſome hints from Mr. 
Glanvile deterred her, this worthy woman 
might probably have been ſeduced by her 
wily arts, and the young lady continued 


to impoſe upon her acquaintance, by 


making them believe ſhe had ſucceeded 
to molt of her father's property, which at 
a future period (as ſhe took care to ſtate) 
was likely to be much more conſiderable 


than at preſent, 
H 4. Before 
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Before I could determine on the pro- 
priety of paying Lady Glanvile a viſit, as 
I wiſhed to keep the defection of my 
daughters as ſecret as I could, we were 
rouzed by a ſummons from the caſtle to 
attend her ladyſhip, as it was believed, 
for the laſt time, from her having been 


fuddenly attacked by a ſevere 11Inels, 


which was likely to prove fatal. We did 


not arrive in time to pay thoſe attentions 
which are as gratifying to the receiver as 


to thoſe who have the power, at ſuch an 
interval, of teſtifying their high ſenſe of 
the worth of the perſon * are about to 
loſe for ever. 


Ihe ſight of ſuch near nd dear con- 


nexions rouzed her from the torpid ſtate 
in which ſhe had lain for ſome time. The 
exertion, however, was too much for her 
frame: ſhe expired almoſt without a ſigh. 

This unexpected event made me forget 
all my own petty troubles. Abſorbed by 
the grief into which every one around me 
was plunged, I thought only of them, 
- and the irreparable loſs we had ſuſtained, 


Sir 
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Sir Henry was, in truth, a ſincere 
mourner. You will conclude that his 
ſorrow was not diſplayed by uttering loud 
complaints or lamentations. He ſuffered 
me to converſe with him, whenhe ſhut out 
the females of his own family. Mr. Glan- 
vile and myſelf, indeed relieved each other 
in our attendance, till the funeral was 
over; we then prevailed on him to ac- 
company us to the rectory, where, on my 
arrival, I found the following letter from 


Dr. Belton: 


& have obeyed your commands, my 
dear madam, in paying my devoirs to the 
Miſs Wentworths, who were not a little 
diſconcerted at fight of me. On being 
told that it was by your deſire I had taken 
thatliberty,theircountenances brightened, 
inquiring with the moſt anxious ſolicitude 
after your health, requeſting at the ſame 
time to know where you were, as Miſs 
Hartley had informed them of your quit- 
ting Merton-Place, I was very guarded: 
in my converſation; yet-I think they mult 
be miſerably deficient 1n'penetration, it 
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my contempt for their friend and adviſer 
was not diſcernible. | 
« Mrs. Caldwall had invited them to 
her houſe when it was filled with company, 
none of whom they found particularly at- 
tractive. The young ladies who compoſe 
Mrs. Parker's family have their own con- 
nex1ons, who take them out both to pri- 
vate parties and public places; when our 
young friends are, from the want of ſuch 
protectreſſes, compelled to remain at 
home, This apparent deſertion they feel 
moſt keenly; and inſtead of wiſhing to 
meet thoſe families to whom as your. 
daughters they were introduced when 
under your auſpices, they fear to encoun- 
ter any individual of their former ac- 
quaintance leſt inquiries might enſue which 
would lead to a discovery of their having, 
by their own folly, forfeited "ue pro- 


tection and regard. 
In ſhort, the preſent ſtate of their 


minds is by no means an enviable one; yet 
I fincerely wiſh their puniſhment to be of 
ſome duration; and though I ſhall occa- 


fionally inquire after their welfare, and 
keep 
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keep ſome kind of watch upon their con- 
duct, I ſhall be the laſt perſon to endea- 
vour to extenuate the 1ngratitude they 
have ſhewn for your unexampled care of 
their intereſts—to ſay nothing of the ma- 
ternal tenderneſs with which all who have 
the happineſs to be intimately acquainted: 
in your family know you'treated them. 

* Your laſt was forwarded to me at Mr. 
Malcolm's ſcat in Berkſhire, whither I 
had gone' to paſs a few days, and where I 
left its amiable miſtreſs labouring under a 
dejection of ſpirits which almoſt infected 
the whole party aſſembled there. 

She ſtrongly lamented: your inability 
to join her on the road to Scotland, as 
propoſed. I do not think her huſband 
will be able to leave England for ſome 
months, if at all this year. When I left 
them, they purpoſed paſſing. a month at 
Clifton, where the major was to be their 
attendant. This man looks at me with a 
{crutimzing eye; and without daring to 
aſk why I am the friend of Matilda, the 
queſtion ſeems hovering on his * every 


time we meet. | 
H 6 6 Allan: 
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* Allan Montgomery has reached his 
deſtined port ; and hearing of the changes 
that have taken place in his abſence, he 
ſet off for the Highlands, to take poſſeſ- 
fion of the eſtate of his anceſtors, with a 
determination to ſhun the preſence of his 
ſtill-adored miſtreſs; for which reſolu— 
tion, all who are anxious for the preſer- 
vation of her peace muſt both reſpect and 
regard him. 

] account myſelf truly fortunate in 
poſſeſſing the eſteem and confidence of 
two ſuch characters as Mrs. Wentworth 
and Mrs. Malcolm, if it were only to im- 
preſs on my mind the utter impoſſibility of 
attaining to perfect felicity while te- 
nants of a manſion 1n this fleſhy nook.” 

« Many parts of your letter muſt re- 
main unanſwered. Your recommendation 
will have its due weight: at this moment 
it is not neceſſary to ſay more. 

That you have had the power of ſooth- 
ing and comforting the father of Edward 
Glanvile, at this moſt trying ſeaſon, I ſin- 
cerely rejoice, If we may indulge our- 


ſelves inthe hope that the departed ſpirits 
of 
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of the juſt, made perfect, are at all con- 
ſcious of what is paſſing in the world they 
have quitted, I can imagine that the ex- 
cellent ſon, whoſe fate we have deplored, 
is ſecretly aiding you in your attentions to 
his parent. 

© When I ſee ſo many rational beings 
miſpending their precious time, as a very 
curſory view of the-faſhionable worlddaily 
_ affords, I feel no ſmall degree of ſelf- con- 


gratulation from having been reared by 
a mother, who at an early age impreſſed 


me with a thorough ſenſe of the bleflings 
we enjoy in being permitted to call our. 
ſelves Chriſtians. To have been enabled 
to diſcharge ſome part of the obligations 
conferred by her 1s a privilege which I 
would not exchange for any other wealth 
can give. - 

That I may render a faithful account 
of what has been committed to my care to 
that awful Judge who 1s the ſearcher of 
all hearts, is the earneſt prayer of, deareſt 
madam, 

« Your faithful friend and 3 
«© RoBERT BELTON.” 
To 
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To hear that the girls were well, and 
apparently ſorry for what they had done, 
afforded me ſome ſatisfaction. A letter 
from Alicia, intimating that the conti- 
nental party were ſoon, to return home, 
increaſed it not a little, | 

Finding full employment in my attend- 
ance on Sir Henry, I began gradually to 
forget the diſappointment I had experi- 
enced, and to conſider myſelf fortunate in 
being at liberty to devote my time wholly 
to his ſervice. That my friend the phy- 
ſician bid fair for retaining the principles 
ſo carefully inſtilled by his valuable mother, 
contributed alſo to reconciling me to the 
„ buſy hum of men, particularly as he 
expreſſed no repugnance to an union with 
Alicia. 

When we believed Sir Henry's ſpirits 
conſiderably better, and his health re- 
eſtabliſhed, he was ſuddenly ſeized with a 
convulſion fit, from which he never re- 
covered. 

It ſeemed as if 338 had afforded 
me an opportunity of teſtifying to the 


father what I would have done for the ſon, 
| had 
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had not a combination of cruel circum- 
ſtances always ſeparated us. That I had 
no ſelf-reproach to encounter for any part 
of my conduct to the family, from the 
firſt hour of my entering it to the preſent, 
was my chief conſolation in following the 
head to the grave; praying, at the ſame 
time, that his virtues might be tranſmit- 
ted to his lateſt poſterity. | 

_ Having little inducement to return to 
Merton-Place, I determined on diſpoſing 
of it, and to continue with Sir Charles and 
Lady Glanvile till the return of Mr. 
Auſten ſhould make me deſirous of hav- 
ing a home to receive Alicia in. 

A packet from the continent, incloſing 
the following from Clara and Emily to 
their ſiſter, was at this time put into my 
hands. Judge of the indignation excited 
by its peruſal. Thoſe who may take the 
trouble of decyphering theſe pages will 
not readily believe that ſuch a character as 
Miſs Hartley's can really exiſt. I, who 
have hadſuchample opportunity for ſtudy- 
ing it, am almoſt inclined to doubt the evi- 
dence of my own ſenſes on the occaſion. 
That 
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| That this young woman ſhould carefully 
. conceal from me her acquaintance with 
Mx. Caldwall, ſhewed her to be miſtreſs 
of a degree of political foreſight that few 
of our ſex are endowed with. It ſeems 
this gentleman had a ward, whowas placed 
with Mrs. Wilſon ; — Miſs Hartley 
being quite this lady's factotum, Had fre- 
quently converſed with him when he came 
to Kenſington. By an accidental men- 
tioning of the name of Wentworth, an ex- 
plenation enſued, which informed the lady 
of the poſſibility of Mr. Caldwall's becom 
ing the guardians of the daughters of 
Captain Wentworth, who, by his conver- 
ſation, very plainly teſtified the gratifica- 
tion he ſhould receive on being inveſted 
with the title. y 
At ſo diſtant a period as that already 
deſcribed ſhe recollected the wiſh of her 
caſual friend; and when, by her artifices, 
my inexperienced, innocent girlswere be- 
come diſguſted with my manner of living, 
ſhe pointed out this mode of their being 
- freed from my juriſdiction, not doubting 


bi in accompliſhing this point for the 
honeſt 
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honeſt lawyer, ſhe ſhould receive ſome re- 
muneration that would enable her to 
figure off, for the winter, in London, on a 
footing with his wards; and during that 
time ſome lucky hit might fix her in the 
rank in life ſhe was ſo ambitious of filling. 

How ſhort-ſighted are the moſt wary ! 
She did not calculate that, by doing this, 
ſhe muſt loſe ;the ſolid advantages that 
might be derived from Mr. Auſten's pro- 
tection and my countenance; and above 
all, that in endeavouring to calumniate 
her indulgent hoſteſs, ſhe was guilty of a 
crime that would one day or other draw 
down the vengeance of Heaven on her 
head, ; 

My ready acquieſcence, as I have be- 
fore ſtated, puzzled the whole party. 
Miſs Hartley, in particular, found Herself 
thrown out; and inſtead of returning to 
London with eclat, as ſhe had planned, 
was compelled to put up with a very in- 
ferior ſituation to board in, all arrange- 
ments with Mrs. Parker having been made 
for her friends previous to her arrival; 
and Mr, Caldwall finding her ſervices no 

: | longer 
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longer neceſſary, very ungallantly made 
his bow, inſtead of affording that pecuni- 
ary aſſiſtance, which, had her behaviour 
been otherwiſe, ſhe could have claimed 
from Mr. Auſten. 

May the ſchemes of the wicked to in- 
jure innocent individuals, always prove as 
abortive; and, in the end, cover them- 
ſelves 'with ſhame, equal to what this 
young woman has had to endure ! 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 


« Nos ations ſont comme des bout-rimes, que chacune 
tourne comme il lui plait.” Rocugroucaulirt. 


& To Miss Alicia Wentworth, 
« Dear Alicia, 


: War will Charlotte, Mr. Auſten, 
and yourſelf ſay, at finding we have left 
Merton Place, and are ſettled in a houſe 
in London, under the care of Mr. Cald- 
wall? We have a long ſtory to tell, 
which, we hope, will be liſtened to by all 
of you; and that you will nd&.reat us 
with the filent contempt we expeſienced 
from our mother, though we certainly 
deſerved no better at her hands, as ſhe 
could not tell the pains that had been 
taken to deceive us. 

© That Miſs Hartley, with all her win- 
ning ways, was no good fight to either of 
us, fo happy as we uſed to be before we 
liſtened to, her tales about mamma, Mr. 


Glanvile, and we don't know what. 
From 


„ 
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From the time that the regiment left 
the neighbourhood, Miſs Hartley never 
let us reſt for talking of the pleaſure of 
living in London; and what a pity it was 
we (hould be ſo moped to enrich mamma, 
who was making up an excellent privy 
purſe to beſtow upon her favourite, Dr. 
Belton : the father and daughters were 
alike eaſily duped. After a number of 
hints of this and other kinds, which ex- 
cited our curioſity, we inſiſted on know- 
ing to what they alluded, and how ſhe 
became ſo familiar with mamma's hiſtory 
before ſhe was married. 

Much ſolicitation induced ber to 
confeſs that a great deal of her informati- 
on was gained from Mrs. Wilſon, whom 
ſhe lived with at Kenſington, who had been 
governeſs in Sir Henry Glanvile's family 
when mamma firſt went to live there. 
This lady aſſured her, that the elder Mr. 
_ Glanvile had been encouraged by mamma, 
as a lover, for many years; that ſhe had 
even given him her picture, and of courſe 
accepted his; but finding, on his return 
from the continent, that he did not come 

forward 
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forward as ſhe expected, ſhe had given 
hopes to our father, with a view to ſtimu- 
late the other; which not having the de- 
ſired effect, ſhe had, in a fit of vexation, 


married him, left ſhe might be tempted 
to do worſe, though her heart and affecti- 


ons were evidently in Mr. Glanvile's poſ- 
ſeſſion. Nor did he ever recover the ſhock 
her infidelity to him occaſioned; as he 
was, at the very time it occurred, endea- 
vouring to reconcile his family to the 
connexion, who would not hear of tt; nor 
did they, (particularly Lady Glanvile) 
hold any communication with the object 
that excited this attachment till years after 
Mr. Glanvile's death; when our father had 
alſo paid the debt of nature. | 
* Thedominion exerciſed by mamma 
over thoſe who wereatrached to her, could 
not be more ſtrongly exemplified than in 
the diſpoſition of our father's fortune; for 
doubtleſs his will was of her dictating. A 
ftep-mother, and a woman of no family or 
fortune, to have the guidance and directi- 
on of our perſons and property, was a 
moſt extraordinary thing. It was ſo much 
; - mar 
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her intereſt to keep us ſingle; we ſtood 
little chance of marrying while inmates 
in her houſe: as a proof of this ſhe in- 
ſtanced Charlotte's marriage, which would 
never have taken place, had not her ac- 
quaintance with Mr. Auſten commenced 
while on a viſit at Mr. Elliſon's. 

Little as either of us wiſhed to be 
diſtinguiſhed in that way, we could not 
brook the idea of being deprived of thoſe 
privileges which all of our age and rank 
in life poſſeſs. | 

Another mode of weakening our re- 
ſpect for the character hitherto ſo deſerv- 
edly revered by us, was, her inſinuations 
wich reſpect to Dr. Belton; who, it is true, 

ſeemed to conſider our preſence as a bar 
to his enjoyments; nor could we avoid 
remarking, that our entrance ſometimes 
put a ſtop to apparently intereſting con- 
verſation, and that it required ſome mi- 
nutes recollection to enable the gentleman 
to take his part in a general one. 

* In ſhort, it is impoſſible to relate all 
the artful tales fabricated by this young 


woman to delude our imaginations. She 
had 
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had been at ſchool with a fiſter of Dr. Bel- 
ton's, who doubtleſs had expreſſed a high 
ſenſe of obligation for the notice herfamily 
received from our mother when ſhe was a 
viſitor of Mrs. Belton's, This artful crea- 
ture pretended to have heard, that the will 
of the old lady was all concerted by her, 
who, ſince ſhe could not, be the heireſs 
herſelf, had contrived that her relation 
ſhould beſtow the bulk of her fortune on 
| this favourite, who was truly a creature of 
her own. 

* All theſe things were told to us as 
if reluctantly, and withno view, excepting 
our benefit. In an evil hour we determined 
on applying to Mr. Caldwall, in the hope 
that his coming to Merton Place, and ad- 
viſing our mother to ſpend ſome of the 
winter in London, would lead us into ſocie- 
ty, and make our time paſs more pleaſantly 
than it had done ſince your departure. 

* To our utter aſtoniſhment when he 
came, we found it was inſtantly determin- 
ed that we were to ſet out for the capital; 
and when we wiſhed to requeſt an inter- 


view, in che hope of obtaining forgiveneſs, 
or 
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or a reprieve for ſome days, Miſs Hartley 
offered to be our mediator with our mo- 
ther, but ſoon returned, ſaying, ſhe was 
ſo engaged in weeping over ſome papers 
with the Glanvile arms on them, and a 
picture, which ſeemed to engroſs her 
whole attention, that it was impoſſible to 
make her think of us. 

© With heavy hearts we therefore obey- 
ed the mandate before conveyed to us; 
nor did we dare go into the parlour to 
dinner, much as we wiſhed for an oppor- 
tunity of ſpeaking to her. 


«© When we actually found ourſelves 
on the road, and under the care of x man 
hardly known to us, our hearts ſickened at 
the proſpect, and we bitterly regretted the 
moment in which we were induced to 
liſten to the inſinuations of Miſs Hartley. 


« Our troubles did not end with our 
journey; they rather augmented, on hear- 
ing we were to be placed in a houſe where 
there was not a perſon we had ever ſeen, 
or who could have the ſmalleſt intereſt in 
n our happineſs. Spare us the 

mor- 
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mortification of relating all we have ſuf- 
fered ; too ſoon did we feel we had relin- 
gquiſhed the ſubſtance for the ſhadow. 

The firſt gleam of ſatisfaction we ex- 
perienced aroſe from a viſit from Dr. Bel - 
ton, who told us, it was by our mother's 
deſire he paid it. Mr. Glanvile, too, ſoon 
found us out; whom we really believe had 
left the country purpoſely to diſcover in 
what manner Mr. Caldwall had ſettled 
us with Mrs. Parker. 

* Such kind ſolicitude on the part of a 
parent ſo juſtly incenſed, ſubdued us more 
than we can expreſs. Our folly and in- 
gratitude in quitting ſo kind a protectreſs 
at the inſtigation of a ſtranger roſe forcibly 
to our view; and the fear of drawing down 
{ome ſignal puniſhment on our heads by 
ſuch conduct made us completely wretched, 

« To our mother we dare not write ; 
our only hope of reconciliation reſts with 
you, whoſe influence, we know, is great. 
The death of Lady Glanvile muſt have 
been ſeverely felt; perhaps, in the exceſs 
of grief at her loſs, any application from 
us would be doubly diſagreeable. To what 
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a diſtant period muſt we therefore 


ook forward for a renewal of our com- 


munication with her. 

e Ah, Alicia! if you had not left En- 
gland, this could not have happened. 
Yet you alſo were fond of Miſs Hartley, 
and believed her amiable. She called to 
ſee us ſoon after we came to-town, but 
Not meeting the reception ſhe expected, 


there is little reaſon to imagine ſhe will 


repeat her viſit. Her apparent deſire to 
faſten herſelf upon us, ſhews that the re- 
citals ſhe amuſed us with of paſt tranſac- 
tions and former grandeur could have had 
no foundation in truth, 'or elſe her circle 
of acquaintance muft be too brilliant to 
need any aid from our family connexi- 
ons. We nov fear there was little reliance 
to be placed on any thing ſhe uttered; 

and that the diſcovering fach duplicity 
under ſo faſcinating a form will deter us 
from forming any friendſhips even where 


the parties may poſſeſs a ſufficient portion 
of merit to conciliate our regard. 


© The moment you c this, 2 
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Plead our cauſe with your wonted energy; 
and do not, we beſeech you, deny us your 
commiſeration, though our preſent diſ- 
treſſes have been undoubtedly of our own 
bringing on. Say every thing to Charlotte 
and Mr. Auſten to induce them to over- 
look our fault ; for, in truth, we know not 
how to forgive ourſelves. 


© Your truly diſtrefled ſiſters, 
*CLara and EmiLy WENTwORTE.“ 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


———*Tis ſlander; whoſe edge is ſharper than the 
ſword; whoſe tongue outvenoms all the worms of 
Nile ; whoſe breath rides on the poſting winds, 
and doth belie all corners of the world; kings, 
' queens, and ftates, maids, matrons ; nay, the 
ſecrets of the grave this viperous ſlander enters.” 

| SHAKESPEARE» 


64 To Mrs. Wentworth.” 


2 IF you have not, my deareſt madam, 
4 all who bear the name of Went- 
worth entirely from your remembrance, 
ſuffer me to expreſs to you the deep re- 
gret which pervaded my boſom on pe- 
ruſing the letter from Clara and Emily, 
which I now take the liberty of incloſing 


for your inſpection. 


« To intercede for them, duty and in- 


clination alike prompts me. To extenuate 


their offences I have not the power; 
6 Father, I have ſinned, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy ſon,” is the only 
language poſſible to be adopted on the 


occaſion, You know my heart too well 
.not 
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not to believe, that ſhould the“ fatted 
calf*” be killed as a token of forgiveneſs, 
the objects of mercy could not more un- 
feignedly rejoice at the circumſtance than 
I ſhould. 
Charlotte and myſelf have ſcarce had 
a dry eye ſince we received the mortifying 
intelligence of our ſiſters dereliction. Mr. 
Auſten fays little, though we can eaſily 
perceive that he accuſes himſelf as the 
author of all, from having been the means 
of introducing that ſerpent into the fami- 
ly. He will haſten our departure; for, in 
truth, now the hours drag heavily along; 
and though apparently in purſuit of no- 
velty, we are in England in idea, tracing 
the ravages which ſo ſhort an ablence has 
_ occaſioned in our domeſtic circle. 
James Hartley has again become 
troubleſome to his friends, who will never 
make another effort to fave him from the 
diſgrace which his own imprudence and 
_ extravagance have brought upon him. His 
ſiſter might have ſufficient food for medi- 
tation in lamenting his propenſities, with- 
| 13 our 
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out ſeeking, by the indulgence of her own, 


to add to the uneaſineſs which he occa- 
fions to all connected with him. 

Jou muſt pardon, my dear madam, 
the temerity which induces me to ſay, 
that on the firſt diſcovery of your influ- 
ence over my ſiſters being leſſened, you 
ſhould, indeed you ſhould, have ſent 
away your ungrateful gueſt ; a character no 
leſs abhorred in the preſent day, than in 
thoſe of the Greeks and Romans. Alas ! 
how degrading is it to human nature to be 
obliged to confeſs that a being can be 
found that will fit down at your table, 


god enjoy all 'the benefits in your power 


confer, who, while receiving them, 1s 


endeavouring to undermine your peace. 


The ſame diſpoſition would, with as little 
remorſe, bereave a helpleſs creature of its 
means of ſubſiſtence. f 

* do not now wonder that in life 
and a commerce with the world beget 
diſtruſt and ſuſpicion of thoſe whom com- 
mon occurrences bring in our way, Clara 


and Emily have had a ſevere leſſon. Their 
loſs - 
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loſs is indeed irreparable; for ſuch a pa- 
rent as you have been to us, few children 
are bleſt with. 

«« That I may live to prove my grati- 
tude, and to forget the errors of heir 
youth, is now my predominant wiſh; and, 
J moſt ardently pray for its accompliſh- 


ment, as well as for your health and hap- 


pineſs. Suffer me to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
deareſt madam, your ever affect ionate, 
and duti ful daughter, 

© ALICIAWENT WORTE.“ 


*I ought to have made ſome apology 
for obtruding upon you ſuch a combina- 
tion of ſlanderous falſehoods; but I knewp 
not how to plead for my beloved ſiſters 
in any, words ſo adapted to the purpoſe as 
their own. That the aſhes of departed 
friends ſhould have been raked, rather 
than that her intelligence ſhould be deem- 
ed incompleat, is the ſtrongeſt proof of 
innate malevolence that the human mind 
is capable of receiving. Once more, my 


beloved mother, adiey. A. W.“ 
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Such an epiſtle I ſhould have expected | 
from the uniform tenor of the writer's | 
conduct. That I ſhould have my cares 
rewarded by ſecuring two of my daughters 
as props to declining life, ought to com- 
penſate for all the troubles I had or might 
endure, from a deſire to fulfil my duty to 

the whole. Determined not to withhold 
my forgiveneſs at a proper ſeaſon, I yet 
moſt firmly reſolved that Alicia alone 
ſhould live with me. | 
: I bave made many ſacrifices for the Miſs 
Wentworths; it was now time to think of 
myſelf, Mr. Auſten might probably have 
no objection to the younger ones reſiding 
with him; and as his houſe would natu- 
rally be the reſort. of good company, 
they would ſtand a better chance of earlier 
obtaining homes of their own, than if mix- 
ing in the circle which might be moſt ſuit- 
able to my diſpoſition. Having found little 
either of inclination or leiſure for writing, 
I received another letter from Dr. Belton. 


a a t coo e e a> 1 
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Pardon, my dear madam, the earneſt 


ſolicitude which prompts me to inquire 
after 
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after your health. The death of Sir 
Henry is, I truſt, the ſole cauſe of your 
ſilence. 

« While we lament the loſs of ſuch a 
character, we can hardly help condemn- 
ing our own ſelfiſhneſs; for ſurely to 
quit this life full of years, leaving an 
honourable name and a. virtuous off- 
ſpring to perpetuate our good deeds, 
without having been ſubjected to the 
infirmities of old age, or the imbecility 
of mind, its frequent attendant, is to 
have attained to the ſummit of human 
ambition. Paſs but a little while, and in 
the courſe of Nature the ſeventh age 
would have come on. Alas! how de- 
plorable is the picture! Sans teeth, ſans 
taſte, ſans every thing! Fond as we are 
of life, we ſhudder at the bare poſſibility 
of becoming ſuch a ſpectacle. 

„The Miſs Wentworths have ſent to 
requeſt that I wall give them all the intel- 
ligence in my power reſpecting you. Her- 
bert Campbell, who is here, is alſo eager 
to hear of your welfare: he is anxious for 

1 5 | your 
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your permiſſion to renew-his acquaintance 
with your daughters. 

I did not chooſe to explain to him 
how they came to be ſeparated from you; 
he therefore thinks them as much under 
your guidance as ever. As I believe he 
is ſeriouſly attracted by your youngeſt 
daughter, it may be as well to ſtate that 
his proſpects in life are much better ſince 
his embarkation for Gibraltar. He was 
there appointed aid-du-camp to the ge- 

neral, and from his great ſkill in fortifica- 
tion, bids fair to riſe to eminence in his 

profeſſion. His drawings have been tranſ- 
mitted to the commander in chief in this 
country, who thought ſo well of the 
ſketches as to lay them before his ſove- 
reign, who has been graciouſly pleaſed to 
ſignify his approbation, and there is little 
doubt of his ſoon receiving ſome ſignal 
mark of favour. Knowing his good qua- 
lities and amiable manners ſo thoroughly 
as I do, I ſhould think either of the Miſs 
MWentworths fortunate in exciting a per- 


mament attachment-in him, unleſs ſome 
other 


” 
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other object, already favoured by their 


regard, ſhould obſcure his merit in their 


eyes. 
6 have been introduced to ide lover of 


Mrs. Malcolm. Ah, madam! what a 


pity it is that two people, ſo apparently ' 
formed for each other, ſhould have been 
ſeparated. Montgomery enters with avi- 
dity into the pleaſures of London, trying, 
by a courſe of diff ipation, “to get the 


better of his ſtubborn flame; but to 


thoſe at all converſant with the human 
heart, his efforts to appear gay only evince 
more ſtrongly that a ſecret uneaſineſs is 
preying upon his mind, ; 

% Mrs. Malcolm's letters to her bins 


ther indicate no wiſh for returning to the 


capital, but rather, ſince ſhe cannot chooſe 
her own ſociety, a deſire of ſecluſion, 
Moſt carefully do we avoid mentioning 
her name in thepreſence of Montgomery : 
a diſcloſure of the real ſtate of her feelings 
might give birth to wiſhes and hopes that, 
I truſt, are now extinguiſhed. ' The moſt 25 
exquiſite gratifications, if obtained by the 
violation of any poſitive duty, how bitter 
16 are 
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are the recollections of them! How juſt 
is that maxim of Rochefoucault's “ J. 
eft bien plus aiſe d'tteindre un premier, defir, 
que de ſatisfaire tous ceux qui le ſuivent ?” 

That the moſt hardened profligate 
muſt once have been virtuous, ſhould 
teach us to guard againſt the firſt ap- 
proaches of vice. Much as I revere the 
fair ſex, ſorry am I to be under the ne- 
ceſſity of condemning their uncharitable- 
neſs towards each other. 

«Lead us not into temptation,” ſhould 
be aſpirated every moment of our lives. 
How many women are there, who are vir - 
tuous only becauſe they have been ſur- 
rounded by thoſe guards to female chaſtity - 
which the objects of their cenſures have 
been deprived of ! I am no advocate for 
the unbluſhing woman of quality, who 
conceives that her high rank and fortune 
entitles her to be admitted into what 1s 
called good company, though her infidelity 
to her lord does not admit of doubt. 

4 Such characters mult excite a general 
abhorrence, and are deſpiſed even by the 


very creatures that ſubſiſt on their bounty. 
The 
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The unſuſpecting female, who falls through 
too much confidence in him to whom her 
faith is plighted, is condemned without 
mercy; when one foſtering hand might 
have cheered the drooping penitent, and 
reſtored her to the comforts of domeſtic 
life. To pour the balm of peace into ſuch 
a woman's mind, to prevent the deſpera- 
tion which abſolute deſertion might occa- 
ſion, is ſurely the duty of all who profeſs 
Chriſtianity; yet, how few are there to be 
found who put in practice thoſe doctrines, 
the theory of which they allow to be 
ſtrictly juſt. 

© The moſt perfect churacters have al- 
ways the ſtrongeſt deſire to draw a veil 
over the errors of others; — this, my dear 
madam, I know to be the caſe with you; 
and though exempt, in a great meaſure, 
from thoſe blemiſhes which attend the 
moſt ſpotleſs mortal, you are ever prone 
to make allowance for them 1n thoſe with 
whom you aſſociate. Believe me always 
to be, dear madam, your truly devoted 
friend, % ROBERT BELTON.” 
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CHAP. XXX. 


« You have ſeen ſunſhine and rain at once: 

« Her ſmiles and tears were like a better day. 

* Thoſe happy ſmiles that played on her lip 

« Seemed not to know what gueſts were in her eyes, 


« Which parted thence as pearls from diamonds 
drops.“ SHAKESPEARE, 


I REPLIED to this letter, giving the doctor 
my ſanction to the introduction of Cap- 
tain Campbell; promiſing, at the ſame 
time, tomeet him in London immediately 
on the arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Auſten, 
which happened ſhortly after. 

I am now ſo nearly arrived at the cloſe 
of my labours, that moſt of what follows 
is already, my dear young friend, known 
to you. Yet there are minute circum- 
ſtances which none but myſelf could re- 
late; and as my hiſtory may be depoſited 
in your cabinet for the inſpection of your 
children, 1 ſhall narrate as faithfully as if 
you were 1gnorant of every occurrence. 

On receiving letters from my daughters, 
ſpecifyingthe day of their departure from 
Paris, I arranged my plans fo as to be in 


- town before them, and hired a furniſhed 
houſe, 
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houſe, that all might be in readineſs for 
their reception. 

The meeting you will eaſily conceive to 
be an affecting one. Poor Alicia was 


almoſt beſide herſelf. Where are my 


ſiſters?” was the firſt queſtion after em- 
: bracing me. I have not feen them, but 
believe they are anxiouſly expecting you 
at Mrs. Parker's.” 
Forgetful of herſelf, or the fatigue ſhe 
hadundergone, ſhe inſtantly begged thata 
hackney- coach might be ſent for, and, in 
the ſame breath hoped I would allow her 
to bring her ſiſters into my preſence. This 
requeſt 1 could not well refuſe ; though I 
poſitively forbade any attempt for making 
them members of our preſent family. Dr. 
Belton arriving ſoon after, Irequeſted him 
to order,his carriage to Charlotte-ſtreet, 
that he might eſcort the filters, as I feared 
Alicia's ardency would make her a very 
improper protectreſs on the preſent occa- 
ſion. Indeed none was ſo fit as himſelf 
to introduce them to me, who had, ſince 
the ſeparation, been almoſt the only me- 
dium through which either party had 
heard of each other's welfare. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Auſten, had he not been fully em- 


ployed in attending to his wife and me, 


would at all events have thought it im- 
proper, in the firſt inſtance, to accompany 
Alicia, conceiving it abſolutely neceſſary 
to ſhew, in the moſt pointed manner poſ- 
ſible, how much he had been offended by 
Clara and Emily's conduct towards me ; 


and though he permitted their ſiſter to be- 


come their advocate, his wife and himſelf 
were to conſider themſelves as much 
wounded as if they had been a party and 
directly included with me, when they de- 
fired to ſeek the protection and guardian- 
ſhip of others. 

At ſight of the groupe entering the room, 
how did my heart yearn towards the de- 
linquents! The mother roſe to my eyes; 
and the recollection of their ineſtimable 
father, with all his goodneſs, made me 
ready to fall upon their necks, ſhedding 
tears of gladneſs at their return to duty. 
Theſe impulſes prudence, however, com- 
pelled me to check. For their own advan- 
tage it was neceſſary for me to aſſume an 
air of ſeverity foreign to my nature. All 

parties 
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parties being under reſtraint, the viſit ſoon 
ended, Dr. Belton having offered to re- 
conduct the frangers to their home. 

The moſt pleaſurable emotion excited 
by the proceedings of the evening aroſe 
from obſerving the admiration which the 
contemplation of Alicia's countenance ex- 
cited in my good friend Dr. Belton. She 
appeared ſo truly amiable as a mediatrix, 
and betrayed ſo much earneſt ſolicitude 
for her ſiſters, blended with the profound- 
eſt venerationfor myſelf, it was hardly poſ- 
ſible for any perſon to behold her unmoved. 

Willing, as early as poſſible, to give 
the girls the advantage of family protec- 
tion, I requeſted Mr. Auſten to permit 
them to reſide with him; and to prevent 
Mr. Caldwall from having any pretext to 
continue his mock authority, they were 
to be made wards of chancery, and at the 
ſame time to petition for leave to conſider 
Mr. Auſten as their guardian. It being 
ſignified to the young ladies that this was 
entered into by their brother-· in- law purely 
to oblige me, as I had reſolved Alicia 

| alone 
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alone ſhould live with me, their ſorrow 
for their own ingratitude knew no bounds, 
Captain Campbell became now the de- 
clared lover of Emily, and was permitted 
to viſit at Mr. Auſten's as one who was 
ſhortly to be connected with the family. 

Determining to pals the winter in town, 
I took a houle in the Tame neighbour- 
hood, in order that the two families might 
have frequent intercourſe. How often 
did I congratulate myſelf on poſſeſſing 
ſuch a daughter as Alicia! who, on the 
other hand, declared that no inducement 
ſhould prevail on her to quit me as long 
as I would permit her to conſider my 
houſe as her home. | 

With real ſatisfaction I perceived: that 
the merit of Dr. Belton made no ſmall 
impreſſion on her mind, and that in her 
ſociety he ſeemed to have no wiſh un- 
gratified. I had little doubt but that my 
intreaties added to His, would ſoon in- 
duce her to change her reſolution, and 
remove to a more permanent home than 
my houſe could be conſidered, 
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A letter from Mr. Malcolm to Captain 
Campbell, requeſting that himſelf and 


7 


Dr. Belton would take a journey to Ber- 


ſhire, to viſit his wife, rouſed the two 


lovers, who could forget their own grati- 


fications, when the calls of friendſhip re- 
quired their preſence at a diſtance from 
their miſtreſſes. 

I was not a little pleaſed that Mont- 
gomery, who had been introduced to me 
by his friend Herbert, had left London 
for Portſmouth but a few days before the 
receipt of this ſummons; he was conſe- 
quently ſpared a great deal of anxiety re- 
ſpecting one ſtill very dear to him; and 
thoſe wounds, which time had in ſome 
meaſure cloſed, ran no riſk of being un- 
neceſſarily opened. The brother being 
ordered to join his regiment, was com- 
pelled to return very quickly. Sorry was 


I to learn from him, that in all appear- 


ance his ſiſter's complaints were too firm- 
ly rooted. to admit of much relief from 
medicine; ſeeming to proceed from men- 
tal derangement rather than weakneſs in 


the animal ſyſtem. 
Sir 
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Sir Charles and Lady Glanvile coming 
to town at this time, enlivened our party 
not a little, which, by the abſence of our 
male friends, had taken a little of the 
ombre hue. 

An epiſtle from our mutual friend, you 
will believe, was not unwelcome to either 
mother or daughter, though the peruſal 
of ſome part of it gave us real uneaſineſs; 
and his rencontre with one heroine afford- 


ed no ſmall portion of amuſement to 
both. * 75 


© Had it been in my power to commu- 
nicate any pleaſing information, beafſured 
my dear madam, my pen ſhould not thus 
long have remained unemployed : but in 
truth, ſince Herbert left us, I have loſt 
inſtead of gaining ground with my patient. 
66 Thoſe who ſaw Mrs. Malcolm laſt 
winter, one of the chief ornaments of the 
beau monde, would, in her preſent ſtate, 
hardly recognize the beauty then ſo juſtly 
admired. Her fine eyes, once ſo ſpark- 
ling, have loſt their luſtre; her com- 
plexion, formerly ſo dazzling, has now 


no 
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no brilliancy ; her cheek, indeed, has the 
appearance of a role nipped by froſt. Her 
fine turned arm may yet vie with the 
lily in whiteneſs, though it has loſt the 

roundneſs which was its chief beauty. 
Till my arrival ſhe had abſolutely re- 
fuſed medical aid, ſaying ſhe would ſoon 
be well, for ſhe had no complaints except 
thoſe which time would cure. On our 
entrance ſhe was much agitated, though 
ſhe had been apprized by Mr. Malcolm of 
our intended viſit, as if voluntary on our 
parts. When her brother talked of you, 
and the proſpect of an union with your 
daughter, her countenance became ani- 
mated—her whole frame ſeemed reno- 
vated. ** I ſhall then have ſome claim 
upon Mrs. Wentworth's friendſhip,” ſaid 
ſhe. © Would to Heaven ſhe were now 
with us! She has no weakneſſes herſelf, 
though; how then can I expect her to 
make allowance for mine? Yet I am 
certain ſhe would not withhold her puy ; 
and I think I could tell her all that preſſes 
here,“ laying her hand upon her heart, at 
the ſame time looking fearfully round the 
room, 
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-room, as if apprehenſive of the entrance 
| of ſome perſon, none being preſent at 
this communication but her brother and 
myſelf. Judge, my dear madam, the ef- 
| fe& this would have on both of us! 
1 Sorry as Iam to leave her, without a 
| | conſoling friend to give her ſupport and 
4 comfort, I ſee that my ſtay here will be of 
1 little avail; you may therefore expect me 
ſhortly in London, when J ſhall make 
ſome demands upon you; your reception 
of which will convince me whether you 
were ſincere in your. former offers of 
_ friendſhip. At that time I knew not the 
value of the object pointed out: I now 
feel that the happineſs or miſery of my 
future life is in her hands, and that ſuch 
a character muſt be viewed in its inmoſt 
recefles, before its worth can be fully ap- 
preciated. 

To form ſome judgment of the effect 
of my preſcriptions, I deemed it expedient 
to abſent myſelf a few days from my pa- 
tient. In this interval I made an excur-, 

ſion to Bath. 
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<© At one of Rauzzini's concerts, to 


which I was accompanied by a friend who 


reſides in that city, a ſhewy looking figure 
was pointed out to me as an Eaſt India 
heireſs. Before I had obtained a view of 
her face, Do you not applaud her diſ- 
crimination,” added he, in ſelecting fo 
ſwarthy and ill favoured a young woman 
for her companion? Her homely fea- 
tures ſerve as an excellent foil to ſet off 
her own lovely countenance, which how- 
ever has too much beauty to render ſuch 
a contraſt neceſſary.” 

At theſe words, we came near to the 
ſofa on which the two friends were ſeated. 
The fair lady by this time noticed that we 
were making towards her, and with the 
moſt affected nonchalance continued the 
converſation with her neighbour, deter- 
mining not to ſeem to obſerve us, till we 
were ſo near, that it would be unpolite not 
to return our civilities. With the ſtudied 
airs of a beauty who is conſcious of being 


the faſhion, ſhe lifted up her long dark 


eye-Jaſhes, and diſcloſed the pair of twinks 
krs which ſhe intended ſhould pierce at 
me 
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the firſt glance. The mortified air with 
which they were caſt down can hardly be 
deſcribed. You will, however, readily 


realize the picture, when 1 add, that I 
traced the featuresof Miſs Hartley, and in 


her dark-complexioned friend I alſo re- 
cognized the daughter of a wealthy tradeſ- 


man, whom I had ſeen laſt winter in town, 


under the protection of the lady with 
whom Miſs Hartley went to board, on 
her leaving your family, 

The faſcination of this girl's manners 
ſoon gained the affections of her honeſt- 
hearted, plain-educated companion, whoſe 
purſe conſequently was at her diſpoſal. - 
She, who had ſeen little of ſociety, and 
believed it was pure regard that prompt- 
ed Miſs Hartley to pay her ſo much at- 
tention, 1n return entered into every plan 
of amuſement projected by the other; and 
at her ſuggeſtion had taken a trip to Bath, 
where, though every expence was de- 
frayed by Miſs Charlton, the other had 
the dexterity, by her refined manner of 
expreſſing herſelf and affectation of being 
connected with families of diſtinction, to 

make 
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make thoſe around believe that it was 
her who was the lady of fortune, and the 
other her dependant. Indeed fo fearful is 
Miſs Charlton of loſing her ſociety, that 
ſhe anticipates every wiſh, and thus un- 
wittingly contributes to carry on the de- 
ception. 

«« My preſence, ſo little expected, had 
a wonderful effect. She durſt not pre- 
tend to have forgotten me, though the 
diſtant bow I gave her merited very little 
return. All ſchemes of conqueſt, for that 
evening, at leaſt, were moſt wofully mar- 
red. Reſentment fluſhed her cheek, 
while fear of detection the next moment 
overſpread it with a livid paleneſs. Miſs 
Charlton obſerving theſe changes, im- 
puted them to the heat of the room, 
and requeſted my friend's aſſiſtance for 
removing into another. I, who knew 
the cauſe from whence this proceeded, 
being convinced that while 1 was of the 
party the indiſpoſition would continue, 
aſſigned ſome reaſon for diſengaging 


myſelf, and very ungallantly quitted the 
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194 
ladies, at the very moment when my aſ- 
ſiſtance appeared moſt neceſſary. | 
Being obliged to return hither the 
next day, the lady was left in full poſſeſ- 
fion of her ideal conſequence; though. I 
have little doubt that the conſciouſneſs 
of what I could have unfolded will make 
the remainder of her ſtay truly irkſfome. 
Having been called to attend Mrs. 
Malcolm, I muſt bid you adieu rather 
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. abruptly. Remember you are my counſel, 


and do not let my cauſe droop on ac- 
count of my abſence, Your truly ob- 
hged friend, | 
| © RoBERT BELTox.“ 


You will believe I carefully concealed 
from Alicia thoſe parts of Dr. Belton's 
letter which had any alluſion to herſelf, 
reſerving to another ſeaſon a diſcloſure of 
my views, wiſhing to let her own judg- 
ment direct her in the important ar- 
ticle of marriage. As I was ſatisfied my. 


opinion would have conſiderable weight, 


I-was only deſirous of giving it as a ſancti- 


on after her's was already formed. 
The 
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The pleaſure with which ſhe welcomed 
the gentleman on his return was too viſt- 
ble not to gratify himſelf. When taking 
his leave he requeſted to ſpeak to me 
alone, and, with a ſolemnity which almoſt 
recalled to my remembrance the hour in 
which Mr. Glanvile's laſt bequeſt was put 
into my hands, gave me a letter, which he 
ſaid Mrs. Malcolm had conjured him to 
deliver with all the ſpeed in his power. 

When you have peruſed it, my dear 
young friend, how will your gentle nature 
recoil at the ſufferings of the writer, and 
unite with me in execrating the wretch 
who was the author of her woes, 


K 2 
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CHAP. XXXI. 


« Taught hence, ye parents, who from nature ſtray, 

<< And the great ties of ſocial life betray; 

ce Ne'er with your children act a tyrant's part: 

4 ?Tis your's to guide, not violate the heart; 

« Keep Virtue's ſimple path before your eyes, 

« Nor think from evil, good can ever riſe.” 
THOMSON, 


Ys Honoviro and much reſpected Mrs. 


Wentworth, would I durſt venture to 
add beloved friend, you are the only 

rſon to whom I can render an account 
of myſelf, and the reaſons which induce 


me to relinquiſh the protection of my 
huſband. That name! ah, why did the 
generous, and to me indulgent, Malcolm 


ever bear it? a a 


* You have been told the outlines of 
my unhappy ſtory previous to my mar- 
riage. You, have ſcen Montgomery. How 
will be bluſh for having honoured ſo un- 
worthy a creature as I have proved myſelf 
with his affection, Dr, Belton muſt have 


Com- 
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communicated to you how ardently 1 
longed for an opportunity of cultivating 
your friendſhip. Though deprived of a 
perſonal acquaintance, J have in idea held 
converſe with you; and now, when my 
heart is burſting with grief, ir points to- 
wards you as to the guardian angel whoſe 
benignity is to ſave me from deſpair. 
- «© Excepting Herbert's advancement, 
I have not obtained one ſolid advantage 
for my family by an alliance with wealth. 
What have I not loſt! My innocence, 
that ought to have been dearer to me than 
life! My mother may now ſhed bitter 
tears; for that daughter, who was once 
her pride, will bring reproach upon her 
grey hairs. My ſiſter too, alas! how 
will her heart bleed at the recital of my 
diſgrace! You know not, my dear ma- 
dam, what a deſerted creature I have 
been. | 
* You may have heard that Mr, Mal 
colm has a relation in the army: he has 
been my conſtant viſitant; and in the coun- 
try followed me like my ſhadow. While 
I had Dr, Belton to converſe with, the 
K 3 major 
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major had little opportunity of making 
himſelf neceſſary to my happineſs. He, 
however, at all times availed himſelf of 
every favorable moment to engage my at- 
tention; and when our viſitors had taken 
their departure, contrived to paſs ſo much 
of his time with me, that I was ſurpriſed 
at my own want of penetration, in not 
earlier acknowledging his merit, 
When he was affured by his own ob. 
ſervations of the progreſs he had made in 
my favour, he became all at once deject- 
ed, flriving to hide, if poſſible, the ſecret 
uneaſineſs which preyed upon him, 
By ſome of my correſpondents in 
Scotland I learat that Montgomery was 
returned, and that he had when in Lon- 
don entered into every ſpecies of diſſipa- 
tion, that I had little reaſon to regret my 
inability to fulfill my engagement; which 
had hitherto preſſed fo heavily upon me; 
and more ſo, ſince I had ſeen how little 
my mother thought of the ſacrifice I had 
made for her eaſe and comfort. 
The major, who penetrated into the 

inmoſt receſſes of my ſoul, knew that at 
this 
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this moment I was piqued at the indiffer- 
ence of Montgomery. He therefore, in 
the moſt careleſs manner poſſible, talked 
of his marrying, and named a lady as the 
object of his attentions, every way un- 
worthy of him, excepting her large portion. 

© Stung to the quick by theſe inſinua- 
tions, L gradually ſuffered mylelf to be 
dictated to by the major ; and, in ſhort, to 
view him in the moſt prepoſſeſũng light. 
No man has ſtudied the female character 
with more minuteneſs, than him I am 
now ſpeaking of. 

Finding by my converſation that the 
natural love of virtue implanted in me, 
would take the alarm if he attempted to 
unfold his motives for ſhewing theſe aſſi- 
duities, he cheſe rather to awaken my 
ſympathy by feigning indiſpoſition; and 
unleſs I adminiſtered the medicines, all 
were peremptorily rejected. Occupied by 
my attendance in the chamber of ſickneſs, 
my mind at length became wholly engroſſed 
by the object which ſo conſtantly pre- 
ſented itſelf to me. When told that I 
was the ſole cauſe of the illneſs which at 

K 4 5 that 
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that time appeared alarming, I was little 
diſpoſed to take the only ſtep dictated by 
er of abſenting myſelf alto- 
gether from his preſence. Indeed the 
ſtrange appearance of ſuch a proceeding 
was in itſelf ſufficient to deter me; beſides, 
I fincerely believed, that the death of the 
patient might have followed, had I been 
guilty of fach harſhneſs. 
e From a confidence in our own ſtrength 
almoſt all our errors proceed. In an evil 
hour the ſolicitations of the pretended ſick 
man were too ſtrong for my reaſon. The 
delirium of the ſenſes was however but of 
ſhort duration. I awakened to horror and 
ſname. Yet ſo much was I in the power 
of the wretch who has deſtroyed me, that 
I could not at once tear myſelf from his 
ſociety, though I daily reſolved every viſit 
I paid him ſhould be the laſt. 


Torn aſunder by the conflicts I en- | 


dured, as my perfidious friend recovered 
his health I began to droop. Deprived of 
the means of ſeeing me alone as often as 
uſual, he had the audacity to complain 
of my rigor, and to uſe language which 1 

conſidered 
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conſidered inſulting. Burſting into tears, 


I lamented in the bittereſt terms the hour 
in which I had been introduced to the fa- 
mily of Malcolm. The ſneer with which 


he bade me go and ſeek Montgomery can 


never be eraſed from my remembrance, 
Too ſoon I felt, ro my erernal ſhame, that 
I had ſacrificed my honour to a libertine, 
who knew not how to feel an ardent at- 
fection for any woman living, and that the 
difficulty of the conqueſt only enhanced. 
his triumph. 

© When I communicated my fears that 
our intercourſe would produce a living 
witneſs, he laughed at them, adding, had: 
I not an huſband to whom ſuch a gift 
would be acceptable? it was himſelf who 
had moſt reaſon to repine, as a male child. 
would deprive him of the chance of heir- 
ing his couſin's fortune. 

From that moment I never held any 
converſation with him but in the preſence 
of a third perſon; nor could his efforts to 
obtain an audience have the leaſt effect 
upon me. Knowing that buſineſs obliged. 


him to go to the North, I determined to 
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take no ſtep till he was ſome time abſent. 

I even ſuffered him to depart, without, I 
believe, his ſuſpecting that it was my po- 
fitive determination we ſhould meet no 
more. 

The viſible change in my appearance 
awakened my huſband's fears for my 
health. The calling in vf medical aſſiſt- 
ance I reſolutely oppoſed, being confident 
that ] muſt ſacrifice my infant, or declare 
my real ſituation. 


& Dr. Belton's viſit threw me into ex- 


treme agitation. Rejoiced as I was to ſee 
my brother, moſt fervently did I pray for 
his departure. No culprit on the rack 
could have ſuffered more than I did while 
compelled to endure his ſcrutinizing eye. 
Dr. Belton imagines that I have followed 
his preſcriptions ; and from their failing to 
have the deſired effect, is ata loſs what to 


conclude: as I durſt not tell from what 


ſource my illneſs proceeded, I feared, in 
taking the medicines he preſcribed, I 


might add the crime of murder to that I 
had already been guilty of. 


66 The 
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«© The tears which I have ſhed have | 


not, I truſt, been unheeded by the ſearcher 
of all hearts, who will look with an eye of 


mercy on me in that dread hour when I 


ſhall feel far ſeverer pangs than * of 
childbirth. 

For the ſake of my innocent offspring 
I hope to live. To preſent it to my 
huſband as his would be attaining to the 
_ climax of guilt. , 

As an atonement for the ſin I have 
committed, I have vowed to work for my 
child, and to ſupport it by the“ ſweat of 


my brow.” Much as I am overwhelmed 


with ſorrow at the thought of quitting the 
houſe of Mr. Malcolm, and wonnding his 


peace by my flight, there is now no other 


alternative for preſervingthe little remnant 
of honour which my ſeducer has left me. 
Never ſhall he invade my retirement. 
Under a feigned name, and a diſguiſe 


which I flatter myſelf will ſhroud my fatal 


beauty from obſervation, I ſhall paſs the 
remainder of my days.. 


If your compaſſionate nature will in- 
duce you to pour the oil of conſolation into 
k 6 the 
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the wounded and contrite ſpirit, I ſhall 
have abundant reaſon to be thankful. 
Through Dr. Belton and yourſelf I may 
have ſome communication with a world, 
of which I ſhall be no longer deemed an 
inhabitant. By this means my child may 
be protected from inſult, ſhould I be con- 
ſigned to the tomb ere it arrive to years 
of diſcretion. God forbid, if a female, it 
ſhould bear any reſemblance to its mo- 
ther; or if of the other ſex, that the fa- 
ther's qualities ſhould predominate ! 

In a few days I ſhall put my plan in 
execution, Mr. Malcolm havingappointed 
to leave home on particular buſineſs. At- 
tempt not to diſſuade me from what I 
have firmly reſolved on; and promiſe me 
that Herbert ſhall never know the retreat 
I have, choſen ; or that yourſelf or Dr. 
Belton holds any communication with his 
„ 

6 know ] ſhall be vilified, . ſuppo- 
ſed to have become an abandoned wretch. 
While I am determined that the ſtudy of 
my future life ſhall be to expiate my for- 
mer offences, and I recollect the aſſurance 
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we have received, chat in Heaven there 
is more rejoicing over one ſinner that 
„ repenteth, than ninety and nine juſt per- 
* ſons who need no repentance,” I will 
conſole myſelf with the hope, that my 
oriſons may reach the throne of grace, 
and peace once more become an inmate 


of my boſom. 
6 ſhall ſet out immediately after the 


delivery of the poſt letters on Wedneſday. 
My route is fixed on. Should I hear that 
you are deſirous of knowing my retreat, 
you will receive a line of information in a 
fortnight ; if not, I muſt weep in ſecret, 
and believe that I am aot worthy of being 
acknowledged by any who have been pre- 
ſerved from the errors into which I have 
fallen. 


« Even that ſtate of total ſecluſion will 


be comparative happineſs, when I remem- 
ber the ſleepleſs nights I have paſt, while 
I feared my ſighs would diſturb the peace- 
ful ſlumbers of my huſband, who ſuſpected 
not that I was unworthy of receiving his 
careſſes. How have I ſhrunk from his 


embrace for months paſt, But for his 
deſpicable 
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deſpicable relation I might in time have 
had no other deſire, ſave that of proving 
my gratitude for his unexampied good- 
neſs to me and mine. 

Reflecting upon what I once wwas and 
what I now am, will avail but little. Since 
I have unboſomed myſelf to you, 1 have 
become more calm ; although there have 
been intervals when I have dreaded that 
my ſenſes would forſake me. Say you 
do not utterly deſpiſe me, and that aſ- 
ſurance may tend to diſperſe the clouds 
that have at times obſcured my reaſon, 
| «© I know not how to ſubſcribe myſelf, 

poſſeſſing ſo little claim as I do to the 
name of 


10 V 
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CHAP. XXXII. 


J muſt not think theſe are evils enough to darken 
all her goodneſs. Her faults in her ſeem, as the 
ſpots in Heaver, more fiery by night's blackneſs 


—hereditary rather than purchaſed.” 
SHAKESPEARE, 


SL comment upon this letter is hardly 
poſſible : not to award our pity to the 
writer, mult prove us altogether devoid 
of the feelings of humanity. My fenti- 
ments may be collected from a peruſal of 


my anſwer. 


<« Believe me, my dear Mrs. Malcolm, 
that it ĩs as little in my power to refuſe you 
the appellation of friend, as it is in my 
nature to peruſe the affecting epiſtle before 
me without ſhedding the tear of com- 
miſeration for ſorrows that at the preſent 
moment admit of fo little alleviation. 
That the God of mercy may ſhed his be- 
nign influence over you, and preſerve you 
tO 
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to enjoy the fruits of your repentance, is 
my fincere and fervent prayer! Be aſ- 
ſured, that whatever ſervice I can render, 
you may command, 

In regard to your future ſubſiſtence, 


no exertion on my part ſhall be wanting 


to promote any plan which has ſo laud- 
able an end in view as that of ſupporting 
your offspring. At prefent you may ſtand 
in need of pecuniary aſſiſtance ; conſider 


my purſe as your own, and be fatisfied I 1 


can make no better uſe of the ſuperfluity 
with which Heaven has bleſt me, than in 
ſupporting you at ſuch a criſis. | 

« Your injunction in regard to Herbert 
ſhall be obeyed; though I feel moſt 
keenly for the anxiety that muſt pervade 
his mind on your diſappearing; and truſt 
that you will adopt ſome mode of aſſuring 
Mr. Malcolm of your ſafety, who doubt- 
leſs will experience a ſevere (ſhock in your 
abandoning his houſe during his ab- 
ſence. 

„ So thoroughly ſenſi ble do you appear 
of the enormity you have been guilty of, 
that were J leſs prone to pardon the frailties 
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of human nature than I ought to be, I 
could not, on this occaſion, uſe the lan- 
guage of reproach. 

« Your heart, my amiable friend, has 
loſt none of its original purity. The native 
dignity of your mind prompts you to act 
in ſuch a manner as I dare venture to hope 
will, in the ſight of the Supreme Judge, 
obliterateall ofthe paſt that militates againſt 
his decrees. The world, however, will 
not argue with the ſame lenity. Do not 
imagine, that in your own character you 
can ever regain the rank in ſociety which 
you have loſt. Indeed your preſent de- 
terminations lead you not to wiſh for it. 

5 Fortunately the baſe wretch who has 
undone you has no hold upon your affec- 
tions. Ah, my dear madam ! how could 
you believe that one, who ſought his own 
gratifications at the riſk of deſtroying your 
peace, could entertain any real regard for 
you ? or if he had, that the intercourſe, 
which vice alone could ſanction, would not 
ſoon extinguiſh every ſpark ? Believe me, 
I mean not to reprove, but to conſole; 
and if I have faid wo to probe you too 

deeply, 


210 THE STEP-MOTHER: 


deeply, be aſſured it is becauſe I take ſo 
lively an intereſt in all that relates to you, 
that I hardly know how to reconcile my- 
ſelf to the thought of your withdrawing 
from the world at a time of life when the 
pleaſures of ſocial intercourſe are deemed 
of luch value. 

6 hope the ſpot you have fixed upon 
for your future reſidence will not be fo 
diſtant from the capital as to prevent my 
ſometimes paying you a viſit, Dr. Bel- 
ton ſhall in due time be made acquainted 
with the contents of the packet you en- 
truſted to his care; though at preſent I do 


not think it expedient to make the com- 


munication. 

* That what remains of your journey 
through this vale of tears may have more 
comfort in ſtore for you, than to our cir- 
cumſcribed view appears probable, 1s the 
fervent wilh of her who is, with ſincerity 
of heart, your affectionate friend, 


„C. WENTWORTH.” 
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The ſhock Mrs. Malcolm's friends re- 
ceived, at hearing of her elopement, can 
eaſily be imagined. At the time ſpecified, 
J had a ſecond letter exprefiive of grati- 
tude for my goodneſs, and evincing the ſa- 
tistaction which ſhe felt from having re- 
linquiſhed the elevated fituation ſhe had 
formerly filled, never having received 
much enjoyment from the luxuries 1n her 
poſſeſſion, even while innocent: but ſince 
having loſt her own good opinion, they had 
become hateful, as reminding her of the 
dearneſs of their purchaſe. 

Dr. Belton now learnt from me her 
whole ſtory. His active benevolence im- 
mediately ſuggeſted the propriety of pay- 
ing her a vifit, in order to aſcertain what 
kind of ſhelter ſhe had obtained, and if 
{ure of proper medical aſſiſtance when her 
ſtate of health made recourſe to it neceſ- 
ſary. I could not but approve ſo laudable 
a deſire. Fearing, however, that his ſud- 
den appearance might be diſtreſſing, I ap- 
priſed the lady of his intentions. His ab- 


ſence was ſhort, as he found every thing 
as 
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as comfortable as circumſtances could 
admit of, and that ſhe was attended by a 
. faithful domeſtic, who had been in the 
family for many years, having aſſiſted 
Mrs. Campbell in rearing her children. 
This information relieved my mind con- 
ſiderably. 

Not having known Mr. Malcolm, I 


did not feel for his loſs very poignantly ; 


and neither Mrs. or Miſs Campbell were 
characters, from the traits I have already 
given of them, to awaken much ſympa- 
thy on their account, 

The generous foldier and the gallant 
Montgomery, both abſent on profeſſional 
duty, were therefore chiefly the objects 
of commiſeration. The latter I had fre- 
quently converſe with, and found him ſo 
replete with good ſenſe and amiable quali- 
ties, I wondered how any parent could 
have deſired a daughter to forſake ſuch an 
intereſting character, although it were to 
fave herſelf from extreme want. And this 
certainly would not have been Mrs. Camp- 
bell's condition; for though her ſtate was 
: fallen, 
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fallen, ſhe had connexionswho would have 
contributed to the ſupport of herſelf and 
daughters. This ſhe knew: hut to have 
her daughter called a nabobeſs, and her- 
ſelf continue miſtreſs of the family man- 
ſion, were temptations that were not to be 
reſiſted. A dereliction of honour ſhe 
thought of little conſequence; endeavour- 
ing to forget that the engagements of 
Matilda with Allan were ſanctioned by 
her own and her huſband's approbation. 

Enjoying great ſatisfaction in the ſo- 
ciety of Alicia, and the proſpect of her 
early union with my much - valued friend, 
] alſo was equally pleaſed with Mr. and 
Mrs. Auſten's account of their ſiſters, who 
ſtrove, by every means in their power, to 
endeavour to make us forget they had 
ever excited our diſpleaſure. | 

The correſpondence between Emily and 
Mr. Campbell having been permitted by 
me, there remained but one abſtacle to 
their being ſpeedily united; and that was, 
the ſettling an exchange into the guards, 


which had been nearly completed before 
he 
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he received the ſummons which obliged 
him to leave Berkſhire ſo abruptly. This 
having been brought to bear, we were in 
daily expectation of his return; and it 
was intended that both marriages ſhould 
take place on' the ſame day. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 


1% Between the acting of a dreadful thing and the firſt 
motion, all the interim is like a phantaſma, or a 
hideous dream. The genius and the mortal inftru · 
ments are then 1a council; and the ſtate-of man, 
like to a little kingdom, ſuffers then the nature of 
an inſurrection.“ SHAKESPEARE, 


D. Belton's non- appearance for four- 
and- twenty hours ſurpriſed and alarmed 
hoth my daughter and myſelf. His hav- 
ing left my houſe the preceding evening, 
apparently in perfect health, led to no 
concluſion that indiſpoſition was the cauſe 
of his abſence. 

Though a prey to uneaſineſs myſelf, I 
endeavoured to make Alicia believe that 
ſome profeſſional engagement had taken 


him ſuddenly outof town, and that the next 


day all would be accounted for. Deter- 
mining, however, to ſatisfy my own fears, 
I ſent, as early the next morning as pro- 


priety would admit, one of my own do- 


meſtics to the houſe of Dr. Belton. 
His 
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His return, you will believe, did not 
calm them, when I found he had been 
told by the. doctor's ſervants, that the 
day before Mr. Campbell had arrived in a 
poſt-chaiſe, eagerly inquiring if their 
maſter was at home; that on being in- 
formed he was not, though ſhortly ex- 
pected, he left word he ſhould return in 
an hour; that at that time they met, and 
converſed together apparently in great 
warmth; Mr. Campbell having quitted 
the houſe moſt abruptly, and under con- 
ſiderable agitation. 

After this i interview, Dr. Belton paſſed 
the evening in his ſtudy, deſiring that 
none might be allowed to approach him; 
nor did the family believe he had taken any 
reſt, or even gone to bed; that at fix 
o'clock in the morning a gentleman to 
whom he had written the preceding even- 
ing called for him in a hackney-coach, 
but whither they were gone no one knew, 
no orders having been given to the 
coachman in their hearing. 

Figure to yourſelf, my dear friend, my 
diſtraction at this moment. The two 
deareſt 
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deareſt friends, and who ſhortly were to 
become brothers, armed againſt each 
other's life! | 

The impetuoſity of the young Scotſ- 
man had moſt likely not permitted him to 
hearken to reaſon. Suſpecting his friend 
to have been the betrayer of his ſiſter, the 
other's rigidity of honour, in not utterly 
diſclaiming all knowledge of her ſince (he 
quitted the houſe of her huſband, would 
confirm thoſe ſuſpicions, which, bound as 
Belton was, both to Mrs. Malcolm and 


myſelf, he could not remove by an avowal 


of her real ſituation, and the means by 
which he became acquainted with 1t. 
Willing to ſpare my daughter's feelings 
as long as I poſſibly could, immediately 
after breakfaſt I ordered the carriage, and 
took her to Mr. Auſten's, ſaying, I had bu- 
ſineſs to ſettle in the city that could afford 
her no amuſement, therefore her morning 
had better be paſſed with her ſiſters. 
Driving directly to Dr. Belton's houſe, 
I there encountered all I both dreaded 
and expected. He had been brought 
home by his ſecond dangerouſly wounded, 
. VOL, 11, L while 
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while Campbell was left on the field with 
little hopes of life. The gentlemen who 
attended each party as ſeconds were not 
appriſed of the cauſe of the duel. The 
challenge being given by Captain Camp- 
| bell, the other inſiſted on his taking the 
| firſt fire, which was as ſtrenuouſly refuſed. 
Chance having decided this point, Herbert 
| fired, his ball grazing the ſhoulder of his 
| antagoniſt, who inſtantly diſcharged his 
| piſtol in the air. The ſeconds interpoſing, 
| requeſted to bring the diſpute to an ami- 
| 
| 


cable iſſue. The challenger cried out, — 
76 On no other ground will I hold a parley 
than my opponent declaring that he has 
| held no communication with my fiſter 
l  _. finceſhequitted Berkſhire.” On Belton's 
refuſing to comply, the other drew his 
1 ſword, ſfaying—*<* Come on, then; here 
= your daſtardly caution will not avail; and 
| I How you to be equal maſter of the 
| ſwold with myſelf,” 

The heat of the young ſoldier made his 
kill of little uſe; Belton, who acted purely 
upon the defenſive, might eaſily have diſ- 
i armed him; willing, however, to let his 
: päaſſion 


A DOMESTIC TALE. 219 


paſſion ſpend itſelf, he parried his thruſts 
till the impetuous youth threw himſelfupon 
his ſword. While entirely off his own 
guard, by anxiety for his friend's ſafety, 
he ſuſfered himſelf to be wounded in the 
ſword-arm. Both, therefore, fell at the 
ſame inſtant: ſurgeons were called to the 
aid of the one, while the other, leſs dan- 
gerouſly hurt, was borne off, who, poſſeſſ· 
ing his recollection, inſiſted on being care 
ried to his own houſe, as, let the iſſue be 


what it would, he was determined not to 
abſcond. 

Happy was I to hear, that, on examina- 
tion, the wound was pronounced of little 
conſequence, - provided a fever did not 
enſue, which could not be immediately 
aſcertained. 

How to meet my daughters was the 
next conſideration. From Alicia's ſtrength 
of mind I expected every poſſible exer- 
tion, but Emily, I knew, would be over- 
whelmed by the tidings ] had to commu- 
nicate. I had however little time for de- 
liberation, it being neceſſary to haſten to 
Mr. Auſten's, leſt the fatal intelligence 

L 2 ſhould 
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ſhould be there * me. Mr. Auſten Fr 
came out to meet me, conſequently I had PA 
an opportunity of relating to him the h 
events of the morning; to ſoften matters 1 
to the young people as much as poſſible * 
was our determination. E 
You will eaſily conceive that all our £4 
efforts could hardly preſerve them from yi 
the deſpair which ſuch a cataſtrophe muſt 1 
excite. Our uncertainty reſpecting Her- ir 
bert made Emily almoſt frantic : Mr. W 
Auſten's firſt care, therefore, was to en- 
deavour to find out the medical people ſi 
who had attended him, in order to learn e 
where he was lodged, as well as the ſtate B 
of his wounds. | II 
Many anxious hours of ſuſpenſe were 'r 
-we.compelled to endure ere he returned b 
with the wiſhed-for intelligence, which, 4 
when communicated, gave but little relief vi 
to either party; for, from what could be 
collected, there ſeemed ſcarce a proba- ri 
bility of Mr. Campbell's recovery, 31 
Aliciaappeared to bè petrified. Why the v 
duel had taken place, or on what grounds fe 
Her lover could have excited the diſplea- 0 


: {ure 
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ſure of the intended huſband of her ſiſter, 
feemed, to her view, inexplicable. Emily 
had not ſufficient command of her ſenſes- 
to be able to trace effects to their cauſes ; 
all that ſhe could think of was her beloved 
Herbert, dying of wounds which he ap- 
peared to have ſought for himſelf, at the 
very moment when all obſtacles to their 
mutual happineſs were ſurmounted, and, 
in idea, ſhe had plighted her faith to him, 
with the hope of being ſeparated no more. 

Leaving her in the charge of her two 
ſiſters, Alicia and myſelf, early in the 
evening, took our leave. On callingat Dr. 
Belton's door in our way home, we were 
truly rejoiced to hear that he had ſſept 
ſome hours, and awoke ſo much refreſhed 
by it there was now little apprehenſion of 
any violent fever, fo that his recovery at* 
leaſt might be ſhortly expected. 

During our ride home I could not help 
reflecting on the baleful effects of criminal 
indulgences: by a ſingle deviation from 
virtue in one member of an honourable 
family how much miſery had enſued! not 
only to thofe immediately connected with 
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her, but to all who were ſo much in her c1 
vortex as to be favoured with the appcalla- Ct 
Wor Fen % » » © # E 

To © „„ 6 # $ N 


When Dr. Belton was ſufficiently re- 
covered to admit of converſing with his 


. paid him a viſit of condolence, : 4 
and this before we had been permitted to 


indulge one hope of the re-eſtabliſhment e 
of his opponent. 

You will readily believe the poor con- 8 
valeſcent was truly rejoiced to ſee me; p 
the kind wiſhesand congratulations which el 
1 carried from his miſtreſs contributed {; 
not a little to elevate him; when the re- tl 
collectionof the fate that probably awaited t 
his friend, and the conſequent blow which h 
fo many of thoſe to whom he was attached b 
would receive, in a moment o'erhung his {1 
brow with a cloud which all my efforts a 


could not diſpel. | 
Ah, madam!“ cried he,“ could you gl 
have believed that I would have figured in p 
the character of a duelliſt? God knows 8 
how much I endeavoured to avoid it, and 1 
ſ 


that I would gy have made any ſa- 
crifice 
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crifice in which only my own eaſe was 


concerned, in order to pacify my dear 


Herbert; but nothing ſhort of abuſing 
the confidence repoſed in me by his ſiſter 
could have accompliſhed that point. 


By his letters from Scotland he un- 


derſtood that report there had pointed ne 
out as the object who had induced her to 
quit the protection of her huſband. 

The author of this calumny may be 
eaſily traced, as well as the motive which 
prompted him to fabricate it. Conſcious: 
that I hadalw2ys been the friend and coun 
ſellor of Mrs. Malcolm, the major has 
thought it not impoſſible, when he called 
to mind the ſituation in. which he had left 
her, but that in ſuch an exigeney, when 
bereft of all ſupport from her own family, 
ſhe might have recourſe to my advice and. 
aſſiſtance. | 
„ Mortified, as he muſt have been, at 
the contempt with which ſhe treated him 
previous to his departure, and, no doubt, 
eager to have an opportunity of making 
his peace, which, under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, he might deem no difficult matter, 
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he conſidered ſuch a hint would lead the 
brother to diſcover her retreat; E of which 
circumſlance he hoped to receive ſome 
information from Miſs Campbell, with 
whom, I am told, he continues the ſame 
flirtation began in London during laſt 
winter, 

Judge, my dear madam, of my aſto- 
niſhment at ſuch an accuſation! The 
falſe maxims of honour, which a reſidence 
in the world makes it neceſſary to put in 
practice, compelled me to do what my 
ſoul abhorred: that my hot- headed friend 
ruſhed upon danger, all who were preſent 


can teſtify: ] yet hope we ſhall meet again 


on the footing of friendſhip, and that my 
beloved Alicia will not have to ſalute 
me as the deſtroyer of her ſiſter's hap- 

.pineſs.” 
Finding our converſation was become 
too intereſting for a ſick man I took my 
leave, returning homeward to give Alicia 
the pleaſing information ſhe had ſo richly 
deſerved from the uncommon fortitude 
ſhe had exemplified from the firſt moment 
of being made acquainted of the cauſe of 
| her 


- 
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lier lover's ſufferings; believing that in 
ſuccouring the afflicted mourner he would 
receive his reward, though death ſeemed 
at firſt to be the only fruit of his bene ro- 
lent exertions for her ſake. 
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| .* 

CHAP. XXXIV. F 

OY Vi 

« Tis good for men to love their preſent pain upon * 

example, ſo the ſpirit is eaſed; and when the mind b 
is quickened, out of doubt, the organs, though 

defunct and dead before, break up their drowſy 1 

grave, and newly move with caſled ſlough and 

freſh legerĩty.“ | cas ms ” 

| : v 
1 nap ſcarcely finiſhed my account of tl 
the viſit when a letter, which had been t 
delivered during my abſence, was brought 1 

to me, on which I immediately diſcerned P 
the poſt-mark of the town neareſt to the h 
place of Mrs. Malcolm's reſidence. 

The black wax gave me a palpitation fi 
of the heart which would hardly ſuffer me ta 
to break the ſeal in order to aſcertain why - 
it was made uſe of. When | found that tt 
the ſignature was that of the faithful do- {t 
meſtic before mentioned, to whoſe care {f 
Mrs. Malcolm was confided, Ianticipated ſo 
the event ſhe was to relate, —bur alas! I N 

little conceived in what manner it had : 
b. 


been occaſioned, 


As 
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As fome amuſement in her ſolitary re- 
treat, our fair penitent took, in a newl- 
paper, which ſerved to inform her of the 
welfare of many of her connexions with 
whom ſhe now. held no intercourſe, and 
beguiled alſo a tedious hour. 

Moſt unfortunately the editors of that 
ſhe was accuſtomed.to peruſe had obtain. 
ed a ſtatement of the duel, and though it 
was worded in ſo ambiguous a manner 
that few who were not acquainted with 
the parties could underſtand the cauſe of. 
it, yet to one ſo immediately intereſted as 
poor Mrs. Malcolm, every line told to- 
her heart. 

It might be naturally expected, on the 
firſt rumour of ſuch a rencontre, that the 
facts would be mifrepreſented and the 
conſequences exaggerated. The account 
that met the eye of the dejected recluſe; 
ſtated, that the phyſician was kil ed on the 
ſpot, and the officer's wounds conſidered: 
ſo deſperate as to afford but little hope of. 
his ſurviving the effects of them. 

Perceiving chat ſhe was the murdereſs 
both of her brother and his friend, her 

L 6 ſenſes 
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ſenſes forſook her. The violence of her 


fall, as well as the dreadful ſhock her 


mind had received, brought on a prema- 
ture. labour, and though ſhe was ſafely de- 
hvered of a fine boy, who was likely to do 
well, yet her own life paid the forfeit, as 
the high fever that followed the beth of 
the child was entirely to be imputed to 


the agitation of her ſpirits, and the hor- 


ror which ſeemed to have taken poſſeſſion 
of her ſince the peruſal of the fatal para- 
graph. 

In one of her lucid intervals ſhe had 
defired her ſervant to write to me, which 
the good creature would willingly have 
done while ſhe was living had ſhe known 
my addreſs. 

It had been always Mrs. Robertſon's in- 
tention to communicate to Dr. Belton the 
tidings of her miſtreſs's accouchement, who 
had herſelf given this order along with a: 
direction to his houſe in London. The ac- 
count in the paper of the duel, and of his 
death precluded this; for though he were 
ſtill living, there could be no certainty of 
the letter reaching the hands of any con- 

fidential 
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fnlential perſon; and conſidering the ma- 
levolent reports already circulated, any 
correſpondence being diſcovered to have 
paſſed between the parties would, with · 
out doubt, tend to its confirmation. 
Theſe reaſons for the ſilence of Mrs. 
Robertſon, till the death of her miſtreſs 
gave her an opportunity of ſeeking for 


my addreſs among her papers, had ſo 
much validity in them that I knew not 


where to affix any blame, and could only 
lament the cruel combination of circum- 


ſtances that had ſuffered this amiable and 


truly unfortunate woman to encounter 
diſeaſe and death without one friendly 


hand to ſupport her wearied head, and 


ſooth her ſoul to peace. 
The medical gentleman who had at- 
tended her, proved himſelf a true Sama- 


ritan. Finding, from the converſation of 
thoſe about his patient, that there was a. 


myſterious veil which enveloped her that 
he muſt not ſcek to penetrate, he forbore 
requeſting that her friends. might be ap- 
priſed of the danger which threatened her 
life, watching her himſelf with the molt 


anxious 
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anxious ſolicitude, and procuring a nurſe 


to ſuckle the child, which had not been. 
thought of, as the mother intended to 
perform that office herſelf. 


This excellent man was with her at the 


moment of diſſolution, not having quitted 
her bedſide for ſome hours, being certain 
ſhe could not ſurvive till morning. She 
expired with her hand in his, leaving be- 
hind her an awful monument of the dan- 
gerous conſequences of vice. 

Her puniſhment being ſo ſevere in this. 
life, and the proſpect before her ſo dreary, 
I endeavoured to believe that the Al- 
mighty, as atoken of his forgiveneſs, had. 
thus-carly recalled her immortal part to 
its native ſkies. 

After peruſing this affecting detail you 
will believe Alicia and myſelf were ſtill 
more anxious for the recovery of Captain 
Campbell, there being now no obſtacle to 
a perfect reconciliation between him and 


his friend. 
By the time Dr. Belton was able to leave 


his own houſe, we enjoyed the ſatisfaction 
of hearing that a viſit from me would be 
acceptable 
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acceptable in the other quarter. I was 


not long in availing myſelf of this per- 


miſſion. 
Though weak in body his intellects 
were more vigorous; and ſincerely did 1 


rejoice to diſcover in the ſick man a tho- 
rough contempt for thoſe pernicious prin- 
ciples which had brought Himſelf to the 
verge of eternity, and might alſo have 
cauſed him to murder the very man whoſe 
life he ſhould have ſought to preſerve. 

Perceiving him fo tranquil, I ventured 
to ſpeak of his filter ; the name brought 
tears into his eyes. Read, my dear ma- 
dam, ſaid he, her huſband's letter to me, 
written ſince her death, and ſee if the ven- 
geance of Heaven is not likely to purſue 
the violator of female honour. 

I tranſcribe it, as the moſt effectual way 
of your judging of the character of the 
writer: 7 


/ 


© Brothers as we are in affliction, ſuffer 
me, my dear Herbert, to affure you, that 
though the tie which united us is diſſolved, 


you have ſtill as firm a hold of my eſteem 
and 
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and regard, as before theſe extraordinary 
events took place, which had nearly de- 
prived the world of two uſeful members 
of ſociety, and has bereaved me of a trea- 
ſure I was too little worthy of poſſeſſing. . 

Had you, my dear friend, been on 


the ſpot at the time I was introduced to 


your family, how much miſery might 
have been prevented. 


The vanity and parading nonſenſe of 


your mother (the recollection of which 


now maketh the heart to ſicken) deter- 


mined her to lay ſiege to me on my firſt 


arrival in Argyleſhire, whether for herſelf 


or one of her daughters J was at a loſs to 
determine, being attracted by neither (for 
I ſaw not Matilda till after I had made the 
purchaſe); the diſcovery only excited pity 
and contempt. My ſentiments were how. 
ever ſuddenly changed, when I beheld 


the radiance of thoſe eyes, and the ſym- 
metry of that heavenly form, who, I truſt, 


is now one of the bliſsful choir above. 

JL knew not of any prior engagement- 
Intoxicated as I was with the contempla- 
tion of her charms, had I been made ac. 


quainted 


ons Toa Pe © + 2” 


% 


A DOMESTIC TALE. 233 


quainted with it, I ſhould have repreſſed 
my own defires, and endeavoured to con- 
tribute to her happineſs, by promoting 
her union with Montgomery. I ſought 
not for a reluctant hand ; the conſciouſ- 
neſs of receiving it in obedience to the 


mandate of an unfeelingeparent, would 


have embittered the gift. 

The baſhful timidity with which ſhe 
permitted my addreſſes, I imputed to in- 
nate modeſty : and believing that her re- 
tired manners and fallen fortunes had kept 
her from mixing much in ſociety, I flat- 
tered myſelf that I might poſlefs the 
power of ſecuring her affections. 

* To aſonl ought not to draw a lively 
picture of a mother's foibles. You ſaw 
when in London the neceſſity of ſeparat- 
ing her from my wife, or, ample as my 
fortune is, there might have been ſome 
riſk of its being impoveriſhed, for I knew 
not how to refuſe whatever ſums ſhe choſe 
to aſk for. Intending to go to Scotland 
early in the autumn, I permitted Miſs 
Campbell to leave us at the ſame time her 
mother did. Th 

ws 
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The change ſo evident in Matilda, om 
our retiring from the metropolis, ſurpriſed 
me not a little. She ſeemed to pine in the 
midſt of company, and to rejoice when 
freed trom the reſtraint which their pre- 
ſence occaſioned. My perfidious relation 
continuing his viſit, made me leſs deſirous 
of ſecuriug any female companion for my 
wife, which, had I been at all ſenſible of 
her having any ſecret ſource of uneaſineſs 


previous to our marriage, I ſhould cer- 


tainly have made a point of doing, and, on 

the firſt diſcovery of her penſiveneſs, have 

requeſted the attendance of her ſiſter. 
From what has followed I may truly 


ſay, ** Who ſhould be truſted, when one's. 


© own right hand is perjured to the boſom? 
Let us leave the wretch to the poignancy 
of his own reflections; from them he will: 
experience a ſeverer puniſhment than any 
in our power to inflict. 

* YYouhavealready lified yourarmagainſt 
innocence, which, I truſt, will, in future, 
prevent your forming too haſty conclu- 
ſions. Mrs. Robertſon's recitals of Dr. 
— s goodneſs to her miſtreſs, and the 

attentions 
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attentions of Dr. Frankland, will make 
me almoſt venerate the character of a phy- 
ſician, lightly as J have hitherto been ac- 
cuſtomed to treatthem in their profeſſional 
capacity. 

The child is under my own roof with 
its nurſe, both conſigned to the immediate 
charge of the faithful creature, who aſſiſted 
in watching over the infancy of its mo- 
ther, and who ſaw her body conſigned to 
the narrow houſe. I have named him 
Malcolm Campbell, and ſhall ſecurefunds 
for his ſubſiſtence and education, ſhould I 
die before he hasattained theage of twenty- 
one. At that period I intend he ſhall be 


maſter of his mother's family eſtate, and - 
ſhall take proper meaſures to enſure his 


bearing the name, with permiſſion foruſing 
the arms. Had his father borne any other, 
the ſweet fellow ſhould have been Malcolm 
both 1n chriſtian and ſurname. 

I have barred the ſucceſſion of my 
family eſtate from the major, ſettling it 
on his ſecond brother, who 1s married, 
and has an amiable offspring, with a very 
ſlender fortune to ſupport them. 

| I truſt 


, 
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« T truſt any other diſpoſition of my 
property which I may be induced to make 
will militateas little againſt juſtice as thoſe 
I have already named to you; and that 
you will unite with me in trying to rear 

the tender plant, caſt by Providence on 
our compaſſion. 

That I may ſoon hear of your reno- 
vated health, is my fervent wiſh. Believe 
me to be your affectionate brother, 

„ Muxpoca MALCOLM.” 


Thar the poſieth ion of wealth had not 
ſeared this man's heart, or blunted his 


feelings, his conduct on this montentous | 


occaſion fully evinced. The death of the 
mother. having ſecured to her infant a 
powerful protector, was ſome alleviation 
to her forrowing relatives for the loſs they 
had ſuſtained, . | 

I the powers of reflection were at all 
active in the parent, after her delivery, 


ſhe muſt have rejoiced that her child was 


not of that ſex to meet reproach on ac- 
count of its birth, or to feel acutely. the. 
laſs of a mother's care. | 
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4 But happy they, the happieſt of their kind, 

„ Whom gentler ſtars unite, and in one fate 

4% Their hearts, their fortunes, and their beings 
blend.” THOMSONs 


Arr encountering ſo many diſap- 
pointments, the day for the double mar- 
riage was at length. fixed upon. 
Emily, when ſhe once more beheld her 
beloved Herbert, in perfect health, and 
as much devoted to her as ever, ſoon re- 
gained her uſual vivacity. Dr. Belton 
and Alicia, already thoroughly acquainted 
with the characters of each other, both from 
their own obſervation and communications 
from me, ſtood every chance of finding 
that tranquil happineſs in the married 
ſtate ſo truly deſirable to the poſſoſſor, 
and ſo ſeldom to be attained. | 
Montgomery had requeſted to receive 
notice of the day when his friend's nuptials 
were to be celebrated, that he might make 
an exertion to accompany him tothe altar, 


when 
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when he was to receive Heaven's choiceſt 
beſt gift the hand of the woman he 
loved. | 

You will believe this happy conclufion 
afforded me ſincere pleaſure, and that all 
parties united in endeavouring to ſheiy 
the reſpect and gratitude to which, as the 
promoter of the general felicity, I was 
entitled. 

That. Clara appeared to attract in no 
ſmall degree the attention of Montgomery, 
was not in my eyes the leaſt pleaſing oc- 
currence of the day. You already know, 
my dear friend, that this became a perma- 
nent attachment; and that I have had the 
ſatisfaction of convincing my daughters 
that their honourable and advantageous 
ſettlements in life were, under Providence, 
entirely owing to me. 

Each of their huſbands being men of 
ſenſe, and deſirous of ohtaining rational, 
well-informed companions, with whom 
they might paſs their lives, conſidered, 
from the manner in which theſe young 
women had been educated,and the advan- 


tages they had — of being intro- 
duced 
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duced into life under my auſpices, they 
were moſt likely to poſſeſs thoſe requiſites 
for domeſtic happineſs which they * 
for in a wife. 

Perſonal attractions may gain many ad- 
mirers, but it is the culture of the heart 


and mind that inſures eſteem and concili- 


ates affection. Theſe qualifications, added 
to a thorough ſenſe of the bleſſings we 
enjoy under the rational ſyſtem of religion 
and mild government, exerciſed in the 
country that affords us protection, are 
poſſeſſions of which no reverſe of fortune 
can bereave us. 

This truth cannot be too ſtrongly im- 


preſſed on the minds of the riſing genera- 


tion; for in the rage for innovation and 
falſe hypotheſes, with which of late years 
this part of the world has been deluged, 
dice has been ſo blended with virtue, that 
it requires no {mall ſhare of diſcrimination 
to diſcern the good precepts which are 
ſcattered through works of the molt per- 

nicious tendency. 
That there ſhould be advocates found 
for 'aboliſhing the law of marriage, and 
lanction- 
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ſanctioning that promiſcuous intercourle 
between the ſexes, at which human nature 
recoils, would not excite ſurpriſe, were 
they only to be met with among the pro- 
fligate. 

When men of genius, who profeſs to 
be defirous of reforming mankind, and of 
meliorating the condition of the unforth- 
nate captive, who wears the galling chain 
of ſlavery becauſe his complexion is of the 


Jetty hue, aſſiſt in diſſeminating ſuch doc- 


trines, are we not ready to breathe a wiſh 
that the pen which they wield might poſ- 
ſeſs the properties of Ithuriel's ſpear, hold- 
ing up to their view the miſerable ſtate of 
ſociety, ſhould ſuch Utopian (Chemes ever 
be realiſed. 

And now, my dear Miſs Middleton, 
you have before you'a faithful tranſcript 
of my heart. Its wanderings have been 
recorded, in order to enable you faithfully 
to appreciate its merits and demeriis 

That I have, during the whole courſe of 
my life, endeavoured to contribute to the 
happineis of thoſe I was connected with, 


and to conſider my own gratifications in a 


ſecondary 
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{ſecondary point of view, when they mili- 
tated againſt rectitude, I flatter myſeit a 
recital of paſt tranſactions has fullyevinced, 

The character of a fep-mother (in ge- 
neral deemed an odious one) I will allow 
to be the moſt difficult to fill of any allot- , 
ted to our ſex. That [ found my taſk a 
moſt arduous one, 1s but too true; yet the 
recollection of having ſupplied a mother's 
place to Mr. Wentworth's daughters, and 
that when in a ſtate of infancy they ceſtified 
the ſame affection for me as if I had been 
really ſo, ſerved to repay me for all my 
cares. That this 1s now cemented into 
that laſting attachment, which can end 
only with my exiſtence, conſtitutes my 
chief enjoyment. 

I conſider the little interruption to our 
domeſtic felicity, occaſioned by the ma- 
chinations of Miſs Hartley, as a fortunate 
circumſtance; for few of us form a juſt 
eſtimate of the bleſſings in our poſſeſſion 
till we have known their loſs. 

Having conducted youthrough ſo great 
a variety of ſcenes, and introduced you to 
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ſo many perſonages, it is now incumbent 


on me to wind up my narrative by relat- 
ing what has ſi ce befallen chem. 
Major Malcolm finding himſelf deſpiſed 


by his own family, and ſhunned by moſt 


of hisacquaiatance,procu red his exchange 


into a regiment under orders for Canada, 
where he arrived in ſafety, but whether (till 
in the land of the living is quite problem- 
atical ; for having ſallied forth one morn- 
ing, unattended, from a ſettlement on the 
frontiers, near which there was an Indian 
town, he has never ſince been heard of. 
Various have been the conjectures on 
his fate; ſomei:nagining, that being weary 
of life he had put an end to his own exiſt- 
ence by leaping from one of thoſe prodi- 
gious eminences with which that country 
abounds. Had this been the cale, the tor- 
rent of waters muſt ſoon have ſwept away 
the body, which would naturally account 
for the myſtery which attended his diſap- 
pearing. 

Others again believe "OP * has vo- 
luntarilyrelinquiſhed the comforts of civil- 


ed ſociety; and ſince he could not be a 
Thane 
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Thane in his own country, contents himſelf 
with being conſidered the oracle of a ſa- 
vage people to whom he makes himſelf 
both neceſſary and uſeful. 

Miſs Hartley ſtill bears that name; nor 
is ſhe likely to perſuade any foo! on earth 
to hinder her from leading apes below: in 
ſhort, though poſlefſed of elegant compe- 
tency, (her father's eſtate having proved 
more productive tha was expected, ) ſhe 
has the mortification of ſeing all her. ef- 
forts to embitter the happineſs of others 
prove abortive, and that ſhe hves 1n the 


world an inſulated being w + 10ut attach- 


ments, and always fearful that in the po- 
liſhed circles, in which fhe is ambitious of 
moving, ſhe may meet ſome one who will 
recogniſe her as the filter of James Hartley, 
whoſe conduct has been ſo notorious, it is 
not at all probable he will ever ſee the 


outſide of the Marſhalſea priſon. 


Sir Charles and Lady Glanvile are the 
happy parents of a numerous offspring, 
and have never had cauſe to repent the 
day on which they plighted their faith at 
the.altar. Mr, Brummell having retired 

| M 2 from 
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from the commercial world, and prudently 
abandoned all thoughts of a ſecond mar- 
Triage, is occupied with ſchemes for paying 
off the national debt, and the future ag- 
grandiſement of his grand-children, for 
whom he feels a ſincere affection, and in 
their grateful attentions and innocent en- 
dearments finds gratifications which he 
would in vain ſeek for elſewhere, 
Lady George Selby and Lady Darnley 
are alſo patterns of domeſtic felicity, prov- 
ing themſelves excellent mothers as well 
as affectionate wives. 

Mr. Malcelm till retains Mrs. Robert- 
ſon in his houſe, who has the ſatisfaction 
of ſeeing her young charge improve hoth 
in mind and perſon; and that his generous 
protector is as much attached to him as a 
father could be to an only ſon. 


Mrs. Campbell did not long ſurvive 


her daughter. She could ill brook the 
diſgrace brought on her family; and when 
ſhe remembered that the ill conſequences 
of the marriage might be entirely imputed 
to her love of grandeur, and that ſhe was 
the ſole promoter of it, it is nowiſe ſur- 
priſing 
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priſing that her frame ſoon ſunk under 
the weight of her own reflections. Miſs 
Campbell is now at Edinburgh, her bro- 
ther Herbert having ſettled on her an in- 
come ſufficiently ample to enable her to 
live in that city very comfortably, and 


this is frequently augmented by liberal 


preſents from Mr. Malcolm, who, how- 
ever, held no communication with the 
lady till after the death of her mother. 

You know that ] paſs three months in 
every year with my daughter Belton in 
London; and by occaſional viſits to her 
filters, as well as their all aſſembling once 
a year at Clarmont, we are ſtill like one 
large family. You have been preſent 
when we have had the additional ſatis- 
faction of Sir Charles and Lady Glanvile's 
ſociety, along with the Belton family from 
Lancaſhire, who are no more <clated by 
proſperity than they were depreſſed by 
adverſity. 

That, in the long-run, vice is its own 
puniſher, and virtue has its reward, a very 
curſory view of the world ſuffices to con- 


Vince us. If the peruſal of theſe pages has 
a ten- 
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a tendeney, in any ſingle inſtance, to pres 
ferve the wavering ſoul from guilt, or to 
give fortitude to ſuffering innocence, then 
will the time which the writer has be- 
ſtowed on their compoſition be moſt 
abundantly compenſated for ; and you, 
my dear girl, as the cauſe which excited 
her to wield the pen, be conſidered as an 
inſtrument of doing good]; an appcllation, 
believe me, of infinitcly more value than 
all to which youth and beauty can, on. 
their own account, lay claim. 
That you may long enjoy the advan- 
tages of your preſent ſituation, and ſtrive 
to forget paſt events, that have tinctured 
your mind with melancholy, and led you 
to reflect, at a very early period of life, on 
the uncertainty of. human enjoyments, 1s 
the ardent prayer of your ur affection- 
ate friend, 
— _CAROLINE Wan Twon r. 
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